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of water supply reliability as part of his report. He was hired by local Delta interests that are 
generally opposed to the BDCP. 
 
In response to requests from various interests in the Delta region, the Natural Resources Agency 
has also commissioned a statewide cost-benefit study from Dr. Sunding. Dr. Sunding began work 
on the study on December 1, and will present preliminary concepts regarding the scope of the 
study to a Finance Working Group on January 23. The Water Authority is represented on the 
Working Group and will present a list of issues that should be addressed in the study. 
 
Next Steps for the BDCP 
The Natural Resources Agency has announced a revised schedule for the BDCP. The Agency 
intends to release an “administrative draft” of the conservation plan by the end of January. The 
schedule calls for the release of the public comment draft of the conservation plan at an 
indefinite time later in the spring of 2013, along with the environmental documents. When the 
public comment period has run and the Agency has responded to the comments, the BDCP may 
be ready for approval in the late fall of 2013. 
 
Prepared by: Jeffrey Volberg, Government Relations Manager 
Reviewed by: Dennis Cushman, Assistant General Manager 
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