
 

 
 
September 22, 2021 
 
Attention: Imported Water Committee              
 
Metropolitan Water District Delegates’ Report. (Information)1  
 
Purpose 
This report summarizes activities of interest at the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) 
committee and board meetings in September. The MWD board met on September 13 and 14, 
2021. The MWD board will meet next on September 28 and October 11 and 12. 
 
Discussion 
The Water Authority Delegates (Delegates) supported all 11 actions taken by the MWD board at 
its September 2021 meetings. MWD items of interest to the Water Authority include:  

• Authorized the acquisition of up to 702 acres of property in the Palo Verde Valley; 
• Authorized the settlement of two cases between MWD and Imperial Irrigation District 

(IID) related to MWD’s participation in the Drought Contingency Plan; 
• Received a report on demand management cost recovery discussions;  
• Received the mid-cycle biennial budget review; and  
• Received an update on the Regional Recycled Water Program (RRWP). 

 
This month, the board approved and reviewed several items related to Colorado River issues. 
MWD began acquiring properties in the Palo Verde Valley in 2001 and currently owns 29,126 
acres in the region with Priority 1 and 3 Colorado River rights. MWD is the largest landowner in 
the Palo Verde Irrigation District (PVID). With this month’s purchase of an additional 702 acres 
of land in the Palo Verde Valley from Cox Family Farms, MWD will own over 17% of land in 
PVID, which has uncapped rights to Colorado River water.  
 
During the Water Planning and Stewardship (WP&S) Committee meeting, the board received a 
presentation on MWD’s fallowing programs and history of purchasing land that has rights to 
higher-priority Colorado River water supplies. Staff asked for board input on developing policy 
guidelines regarding future land purchases, as the board had never had a policy discussion about 
MWD’s acquisition of land for water supplies. Following the presentation, Chair Gray (West 
Basin) and Director Record (Eastern) suggested that staff should not actively pursue land 
acquisitions; whereas Director Lefevre advocated for staff to proactively find properties to 
purchase. Additionally, Director Butkiewicz expressed concerns about the potential economic 
impact on the communities where MWD purchases land for fallowing to save water for urban 
use.  
 
The WP&S Committee also received a presentation on a potential seasonal land fallowing pilot 
program with the Quechan Indian Tribe. MWD would pay farmers to fallow up to 1,600 acres of 
land in the spring and summer months during 2022 and 2023, similar to MWD’s Bard Water 
District seasonal fallowing program. MWD estimates total water savings of about 3,200 acre-
feet. Staff will return with a recommendation to approve this program in November 2021. 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
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Additionally, the board reported that it discussed and acted on a settlement in the Drought 
Contingency Plan-related IID litigation during the Legal and Claims Committee meeting’s 
closed session. Subsequent to MWD’s September committee and board meetings, MWD and IID 
issued a joint press release stating that the two agencies signed an agreement,2 which among 
other things allows IID to “store additional amounts of conserved water in Metropolitan’s Lake 
Mead account.”  
 
During WP&S’s Water Surplus and Drought Management update, staff said MWD will use 
storage to fill the 2021 projected supply gap of 652,000 acre-feet, which is an increase of 8,000 
acre-feet from MWD’s August estimate. Because MWD anticipates a 0% initial SWP allocation 
for 2022, it plans to work with the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to withdraw 
emergency storage from DWR’s southern reservoirs for the first few months of the year in order 
to serve MWD’s State Water Project (SWP)-constrained areas.3 Following the presentation, 
Director Peterson (Las Virgenes) asked if the emergency storage supplies were DWR’s and said 
he understood that MWD’s emergency supplies were not held in specific reservoirs. Group 
Manager of Water Resources Coffey said the water is not tagged as emergency supplies but is 
stored in DWR’s reservoirs, which MWD “paid for” and has “long considered that water as 
available to Metropolitan in an emergency.” As a result of the continuing drought conditions, 
MWD staff expanded its outreach activities through multimedia advertising. Staff plans to seek 
board approval in October 2021 to obtain advertising and media services for a spring and 
summer outreach campaign. 
 
At the Finance and Insurance Committee meeting, the board received a presentation on the “rate 
refinement” workgroup’s review of demand management cost recovery alternatives and mid-
cycle biennial budget review for the fiscal years 2021 and 2022 budget adopted in April 2020. 
Attachment 1 summarizes discussions related to these items.  
 
At the Engineering and Operations Committee, the board received an update on the RRWP 
including an overview of the program’s progress and schedule moving forward; federal and state 
funding opportunities; and the potential options for accelerating the program’s schedule by up to 
2 years. Director Hogan expressed support for investigating alternative approaches and 
additional funding mechanisms but urged MWD start working on a financing plan for the 
RRWP, including how project costs will be allocated, even if staff does not know the total cost 
of the project or “where all the funding may come from.”  
 
At the Organization, Personnel and Technology (OP&T) Committee, the board received an 
update on the implementation of recommendations from the Shaw Law Group’s (Shaw) 
independent review of allegations of systemic Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO)-related 
discrimination, harassment, retaliation, and related concerns, which is now overseen by General 
Manager Hagekhalil. MWD is in the process of recruiting an EEO Officer and a Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Officer and hiring two additional EEO investigators per Shaw’s 
recommendation. Human Resources Group Manager Pitman gave a presentation on MWD 

 
2 The September 20, 2021 press release found here: https://bit.ly/3CxyeS7 
3 For more information on the drought conditions in the Bay-Delta and activities that may impact the State Water 
Project yield, see the memo Bay-Delta Update starting on page 145 of the Water Authority’s September 2021 Board 
packet found here: https://bit.ly/2XwSpRd  

https://bit.ly/3CxyeS7
https://bit.ly/2XwSpRd
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personnel data, including that EEO investigations increased from 15 in both 2019 and 2020 to 24 
in 2021.  
 
Former MWD Deputy General Manager of External Affairs Waade made a public comment at 
the OP&T Committee meeting about a letter4 her lawyer sent to MWD’s external counsel 
expressing concerns about comments made at the July 27 OP&T Committee meeting related to 
the Shaw Law Group’s independent review. Waade’s attorney submitted a letter in advance of 
MWD’s August board meeting when it further considered Shaw’s recommendations, but the 
board was not provided a copy. At the September meeting, Waade let the board know about the 
letter and sought to confirm that it was included as part of the meeting record. Following 
Waade’s comment, Director Ortega (San Fernando) said he could not find the letter and asked 
whether it was distributed to the board; Hagekhalil said staff would send it. During the 
subsequent day’s board meeting, Smith asked about MWD’s process for distributing public 
comment letters to the board. General Counsel Scully did not explain the process but said 
Waade’s letter would be sent to the board with a “short transmittal” written by MWD staff within 
a day or two.  
 
At the board meeting, Director Ortega said he received a copy of a Water Authority letter5 from 
MWD about the potential detachment of Rainbow Municipal Water District and Fallbrook Public 
Utilities District from the Water Authority. Ortega said the detachment concerned him because it 
“could have an impact on [MWD’s] resources planning” and requested a future agenda item on 
MWD’s role in the detachment process and the implications of the potential detachment.   
 
Attachment 2 is a copy of MWD’s September 2021 committee and board meeting agendas and 
board summary. 
 
Prepared by: Skylar Stephens, Management Analyst  
Reviewed by: Communications and Legislation Committee by Jerry Butkiewicz & Tim Smith  
  Engineering and Operations Committee by Tim Smith  
  Facilities Naming Ad Hoc Committee by the Delegates 
  Finance and Insurance Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith 
  Legal and Claims Committee by Gail Goldberg and Tim Smith  
  Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee by Michael Hogan & Tim 

Smith   
  Real Property and Asset Management Committee by Michael Hogan & Tim 

Smith 
  Water Planning and Stewardship Committee by Gail Goldberg & Michael Hogan  
    
Attachments:  
     
Attachment 1 – Discussion Summary of Financial Issues  
Attachment 2 – MWD’s committee and board meeting agendas dated September 13 and 14, 
2021, and board summary dated September 14, 2021 

 
4 The August 11, 2021 letter is found here: https://bit.ly/3Ej8uKZ 
5 The Water Authority General Counsel Hattam’s September 2, 2021 letter to the San Diego County Local Agency 
Formation Commission found here: https://bit.ly/398c3VR  

https://bit.ly/3Ej8uKZ
https://bit.ly/398c3VR
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Discussion Summary of Financial Issues1 

 
At its September Finance and Insurance Committee meeting, the Metropolitan Water District 
(MWD) board discussed the mid-cycle fiscal years 2021 and 2022 biennial budget review and 
the “rate refinement” workgroup’s ongoing review of demand management cost recovery 
alternatives. In December 2019, the MWD board adopted staff’s recommendation to not impose 
the Water Stewardship Rate or any other methods to recover demand management costs and 
instead used reserves from the Water Stewardship Fund to pay demand management costs in 
fiscal years 2021 and 2022. Staff also committed to conducting a rate review process that would 
occur alongside development of the 2020 Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP), during which 
the board would assess the need for MWD’s demand management programs, among other 
things.2 Staff prioritized demand management cost recovery before other board-requested issues, 
such as how to recover the costs of proposed large supply projects and identify new revenue 
opportunities. This month, staff sought board input on cost recovery options for approval and 
incorporation into the next budget. 
 
During the mid-cycle budget review, staff reported MWD ended fiscal year 2021 with net 
revenues of $193 million and increased its unrestricted reserve by almost $166 million more than 
budgeted. Revenues were under budget by $26 million, primarily due to lower-than-expected 
treated water sales, but this was offset by expenditures coming in below budget by over $200 
million, primarily due to power cost savings resulting from the low State Water Project (SWP) 
allocation.  
 
Director Smith asked staff to consider using reserves to reduce calendar year 2022 rates, as many 
underserved communities continue to struggle with affordability due to COVID-19 impacts. In 
relation to the upcoming fiscal years 2023 and 2024 biennial budget, Smith requested that staff 
consider the use of reserves and the assumptions about the completion rate of Capital Investment 
Program projects, the SWP allocation, and water sales so the new budget would better match 
expected conditions. Lastly, Smith requested MWD use individual reserve funds to track and 
balance actual expenditures in different rate categories at the end of the budget cycle. Assistant 
General Manager of Finance and Administration Kasaine said she took note of his requests and 
will bring back more information with the next budget proposal. 
 
Director Ortega (San Fernando) agreed with Smith’s requests and asked staff to further consider 
revenue generating opportunities. He asked if staff accounted for and can distinguish between the 
cost of water in MWD’s reserves due to MWD actions, such as purchasing supplies, and water in 
reserves because of reduced demands. Kasaine acknowledged the comments.  
 
Director Goldberg echoed Smith and Ortega’s comments and requested a 10-year accounting of 
end-of-year reserve balances. Given that MWD set the Capital Investment Program and 
conservation budget lower than the amount the board appropriated for those purposes, which 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 For more information about the rate review process and demand management cost allocation, see the memo 
Metropolitan Water District’s rate review update starting on page 31 of the Water Authority’s April 2021 Board 
packet: https://bit.ly/2Q85ZH1  

https://bit.ly/2Q85ZH1
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“creates more confusion than necessary for the board and for members of the public,” Goldberg 
also asked that staff match the budget and appropriation levels for the next budget cycle. 

Director Hogan asked why the Water Authority’s Exchange Agreement payments are not 
considered or reported as fixed revenue, and Kasaine said she would respond in writing. Director 
Blois (Calleguas) asked whether a reduction in member agency bond ratings can affect MWD’s 
bond ratings, and Kasaine said “it could, depending on the nature of why” because agencies are 
“absolutely tied together.”  

Director Abdo (Santa Monica) supported increasing conservation spending, and General 
Manager Hagekhalil agreed that MWD should “double down” on drought investments. Director 
Repenning (Los Angeles) encouraged MWD to evaluate policies that govern the distribution of 
conservation funds to improve equity so underserved communities can have better access to 
incentives.  

Repenning also noted that demand management programs only constitute about 4% of MWD’s 
total budget and should be considered as part of that larger context. She added that the board will 
not know “the right amount” of demand management spending until it understands its long-term 
supply portfolio and adopts the 2020 IRP. Kasaine said staff focuses on recovery of demand 
management costs because they are “the only [costs] that we don't have a mechanism” to 
recover. Hagekhalil added that “the time right now is to…invest as much as we can” in 
conservation, and as the board increases its investments, it also needs to determine a recovery 
mechanism. Kasaine reiterated these statements. 

Next, staff provided an overview of demand management and forecasted that MWD will deplete 
funds in the Water Stewardship Fund by the end of fiscal year 2023. Staff presented an overview 
of a demand management cost allocation approach (based on an avoided costs methodology, 
which the court ruled MWD cannot use to recover transportation costs) developed by MWD 
consultants in 2019. Staff also presented potential cost recovery mechanisms in MWD’s rates 
and charges developed by a consultant and within the rate review workgroup. These options 
were ranked and presented. All alternatives presented—except for cost recovery based 100% on 
supply—were based on an avoided cost method.3 

Noting one of the lower ranked alternatives—100% on supply—appeared to be supported by Los 
Angeles and the Water Authority, which combined have a significant weighted vote at MWD, 
Ortega recommended MWD hold a special board workshop to “devote adequate time to 
questions” about demand management cost recovery. Hagekhalil agreed and said staff would 
hold a workshop “sometime in October.” Directors Atwater (Foothill), Goldberg, Kurtz 
(Pasadena), and Ramos (Burbank) supported having a dedicated discussion about this topic. 
Goldberg suggested looking at other options to find an “acceptable approach so [the board] can 
get to work on the real heavy lifting that we have to do over the next several months as we look 
at developing sustainable and reliable water supplies that we all want to pay for.”  

3 See General Manager Kerl’s April 9, 2021, letter to the rate review workgroup articulating the Water Authority’s 
concerns with the workgroup’s sole focus on avoided cost recovery and suggesting an interim solution of recovering 
100% of demand management costs on supply, consistent with the Court of Appeal decision: https://bit.ly/3stuNXq  

https://bit.ly/3stuNXq
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Smith requested staff bring more information about the labor costs included in demand 
management cost recovery, which are about a quarter of the demand management spending, to 
the workshop so that the board can discuss reducing them. Kurtz said MWD “got into a problem 
with demand management because [it] did not have what was deemed by the court to be a legal 
rate.” She requested a legal analysis on all cost recovery options to avoid future legal issues. 
Ramos requested more explanation for how staff determined the cost impact of each rate 
alternative on the member agencies.  

Ortega asked whether the Water Authority would pay less under the alternatives presented 
because the new cost recovery methods would not be charged on the Exchange Agreement 
water, and staff said the costs allocated to transportation charges would be assessed on the 
Exchange Agreement water. Drawing a comparison between the Exchange Agreement and local 
projects, Ortega asked how MWD plans to adjust its demand management charge to recover lost 
sales revenue from local projects coming online and agencies not buying MWD water. 
Hagekhalil supported having a board discussion about MWD’s business model at the upcoming 
board retreat this month, including whether MWD will “not just [import] water,” but “become 
developers of water that we sell to sustain the existence of” MWD. 

Ortega asked whether MWD applied for state and federal grants to offset demand management 
costs. Hagekhalil said MWD is working with legislators to get access to state drought funding to 
help fund demand management projects.  



Monday, September 13, 2021
Meeting Schedule

Finance and Insurance Committee

Meeting with Board of Directors *

September 13, 2021

9:30 a.m.

09:30 a.m. - F&I 
10:30 a.m. - E&O
12:30 p.m. - WP&S 
02:00 p.m. - C&L
03:00 p.m. - OP&T

Vacant, Chair
R. Record, Vice Chair
S. Blois
L. Dick
S. Faessel
S. Goldberg
P. Hawkins
F. Jung
A. Ortega
T. Quinn
M. Ramos
T. Smith
S. Tamaribuchi

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on 
the agenda via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use 
Code: 9601962.

F&I Committee

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-425Approval of the Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the Finance 
and Insurance Committee held August 16, 2021

09132021 FI 2A MinutesAttachments:

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

None

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

Zoom Online

Attachment 2

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1515
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=354eb12e-7190-44f2-ab24-513c45db2986.pdf
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4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

9-4 21-419Report on Rate Refinement Workgroup’s Review of Demand 
Management Cost Recovery Alternatives

09142021 FI 9-4 B-L.pdf

09142021 FI 9-4 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

9-5 21-420Mid-cycle Biennial Budget Review

09142021 FI 9-5 BL.pdf

09142021 FI 9-5 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

None

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS

a. 21-439Chief Financial Officer’s report

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be 
obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com.

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1509
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ec6e1431-be7d-4327-a0b3-3d6ee884b5d9.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=be7aa68c-62a9-4658-a482-586428c63c98.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1510
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=0f04da01-16e8-4a49-9064-d8e72528eae8.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=3fb030f8-6fb9-4593-ae36-0216cc918560.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1529
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Meeting Schedule

Engineering and Operations Committee 
- Final - Revised 1

Meeting with Board of Directors *

September 13, 2021

10:30 a.m.

09:30 a.m. - F&I 
10:30 a.m. - E&O
12:30 p.m. - WP&S 
02:00 p.m. - C&L
03:00 p.m. - OP&T

T. Smith, Chair
Vacant, Vice Chair
R. Apodaca
S. Blois
M. Camacho
D. De Jesus
L. Dick
S. Faessel
R. Lefevre
J. Morris
J. Murray Jr.
G. Peterson
H. Repenning
H. Williams

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on 
the agenda via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use 
Code: 9601962.

E&O Committee

MWD Headquarters Building • 700 N. Alameda Street • Los Angeles, CA 90012

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-426Approval of the Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the 
Engineering and Operations Committee held August 16, 2021

09132021 EO 2A MinutesAttachments:

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1516
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=db40e5fd-bbae-4a1c-a60c-abcdf09144d4.pdf
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7-1 21-405Authorize an increase of $185,000 to an agreement with Rincon 
Consultants, Inc. for a new not-to-exceed amount of $1 million for 
services related to the preparation of a Climate Action Plan and 
CEQA documentation; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA

09142021 EO 7-1 B-L.pdf

09142021 EO 7-1 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

7-2 21-406Award an $11,604,521 contract to Ameresco, Inc. for construction 
of battery energy storage systems at the Joseph Jensen and 
Robert A. Skinner Water Treatment Plants; and authorize increase 
of $550,000 to an agreement with Stantec Inc. for engineering 
services for a new not-to-exceed total of $1,450,000; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA

09142021 EO 7-2 B-L.pdf

09142021 EO 7-2 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

7-3 21-407Authorize an agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc., in an amount 
not to exceed $635,000 for engineering design services to upgrade 
the 2.4 kV power line that serves the Black Metal Mountain 
communications site; the General Manager has determined that 
this proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA

09142021 EO 7-3 B-L.pdf

09142021 EO 7-3 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

None

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

a. 21-445Capital Investment Plan Quarterly report for the period ending June 
2021 and Budget Development Process.  [Subject Updated on 
9/8/2021]

09132021 EO 6a Report

09132021 EO 6a Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1495
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b8a779b6-b1bc-4e38-bcc4-5c539fc81ce6.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5af11873-4fca-4421-9ec4-9ea30da0a775.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1496
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ff535b10-0385-4893-bcd0-8dc374fa58ab.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a9b891db-414e-487b-8e91-b4c4a412e2a4.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1497
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=62849f70-ce51-4980-973b-dc7ecb1d9271.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=642ecb69-6c13-4229-a41e-521e57be1ba4.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1535
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a0d743a5-30b8-4991-8c9d-0b9254b7be60.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=37c2e0d4-2d9f-4714-8d63-fac9c19300c8.pdf
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b. 21-442Regional Recycled Water Program Update

09132021 EO 6b Presentation.pdfAttachments:

c. 21-443Salinity Management Update

09132021 EO 6c Presentation.pdfAttachments:

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS

a. 21-440Water System Operations Manager's report

09132021 EO 7a Presentation.pdfAttachments:

b. 21-441Engineering Services Manager's report

09132021 EO 7b Presentation.pdfAttachments:

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be 
obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com.

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1532
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cee7e5e3-31a7-4a59-a83c-71334dd617db.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1533
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=dfa624c6-47bd-433f-8b5b-b0df38eae358.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1530
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f9e877ea-9d06-4e1b-ad32-4614978b82da.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1531
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=55bbff9d-683d-4e46-95fb-47b48339a691.pdf


Monday, September 13, 2021
Meeting Schedule

Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee

Meeting with Board of Directors *

September 13, 2021

12:30 p.m.

09:30 a.m. - F&I 
10:30 a.m. - E&O
12:30 p.m. - WP&S 
02:00 p.m. - C&L
03:00 p.m. - OP&T

R. Atwater, Chair
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J.  Abdo
L.  Ackerman
G. Cordero
D. De Jesus
L. Dick 
S. Goldberg 
M. Hogan 
R. Lefevre
M. Luna
J. Morris
M. Petersen
G. Peterson
B. Pressman
R. Record

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on 
the agenda via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use 
Code: 9601962.

WP&S Committee

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-427Approval of the Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the Water 
Planning and Stewardship Committee held August 16, 2021

09132021 WPS 2A MinutesAttachments:

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1517
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=86eeab89-c608-4481-865d-a63f7c81bcf4.pdf
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7-4 21-468Express support for the 2021 California Resilience Challenge; and 
approve a financial sponsorship of $200,000 to continue as a 
Resilience Leader and Steering Committee member; the General 
Manager has determined the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA

09142021 WPS 7-4 B-L.pdf

09142021 WPS 7-4 Presentation .pdf

Attachments:

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

9-2 21-417Information on a potential seasonal land fallowing pilot program 
with the Quechan Indian Tribe of the Fort Yuma Indian Reservation 
and farmers within the Quechan Indian Unit for 2022-2023

09142021 WPS 9-2 B-L.pdf

09132021 WPS 9-2 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

9-3 21-418Considerations for purchasing land which uses higher-priority 
Colorado River water supplies

09142021 WPS 9-3 B-L

09142021 WPS 9-3 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

a. 21-449Update on Water Surplus and Drought Management

09132021 WPS 6a Report

09142021 WPS 6a Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

b. 21-464Overview of Allocation Plan

09142021 WPS 6b Presentation.pdfAttachments:

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS

a. 21-448Colorado River Matters

09132021 WPS 7a ReportAttachments:

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1558
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cd0b5b22-771c-489b-a78f-302df80b74b9.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=28828b0b-35d7-423c-acbb-8d1b72c0281b.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1507
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cc38b50d-0545-42bd-91f8-1c3f3767044a.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5e1b7d0a-347c-49d6-9d61-969ff563b05a.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1508
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a890aabb-8823-45b7-8406-fde572d24e73.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=038b6108-99e2-42b3-ba9a-c35167be5661.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1539
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b3f46515-0027-4a01-af3f-94bf947e7a7e.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=26d987f4-618e-4fc5-aa67-0df2bb0b8331.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1554
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4b89aa3c-9e51-4fc6-bbbb-db1783b952e3.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1538
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=977ee9bb-ba53-4736-aef8-27d061543a35.pdf
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b. 21-447Water Resource Management Manager's Report

09132021 WPS 7b Presentation.pdfAttachments:

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be 
obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com.

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1537
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b1383225-d9c4-40b1-a1f8-a5cd60cef8b4.pdf


Monday, September 13, 2021
Meeting Schedule

Communications and Legislation 
Committee - Final

Meeting with Board of Directors *

September 13, 2021

2:00 p.m.

09:30 a.m. - F&I 
10:30 a.m. - E&O
12:30 p.m. - WP&S 
02:00 p.m. - C&L
03:00 p.m. - OP&T

G. Cordero, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair
J.  Abdo
L.  Ackerman
J. Butkiewicz
D. Erdman
M. Luna
J. Morris
J. Murray Jr.
G. Peterson
T. Quinn
R. Record
H. Repenning
T. Smith

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on 
the agenda via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use 
Code: 9601962.

C&L Committee

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-428Approval of the Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the 
Communications and Legislation Committee held August 16, 2021

09132021 CL 2A MinutesAttachments:

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

None

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1518
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ac50ba7f-acd8-4fc5-a2bc-5fa54682959b.pdf
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4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

9-6 21-470Update on fall and winter water conservation advertising and 
outreach campaign to be paid from board-approved conservation 
budget

09142021 CL 9-6 B-L.pdf

09132021 CL 9-6 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

a. 21-452Report on Activities from Washington, D.C.

09132021 CL 6a Presentation.pdfAttachments:

b. 21-453Report on Activities from Sacramento

09132021 CL 6b Presentation.pdfAttachments:

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS

a. 21-451External Affairs' Management Report

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be 
obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com.

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1560
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e6c6976a-4e1a-42fe-9551-cfcf33d85df4.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7637b355-8089-442d-afd6-d62496d51fc1.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1542
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e541c41c-99e2-4db7-99f1-609f37313859.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1543
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b5c72dc5-a4e6-492e-bbcf-c6d1bfc8662e.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1541


Monday, September 13, 2021
Meeting Schedule

Organization, Personnel and 
Technology Committee

Meeting with Board of Directors *

September 13, 2021

3:00 p.m.

09:30 a.m. - F&I 
10:30 a.m. - E&O
12:30 p.m. - WP&S 
02:00 p.m. - C&L
03:00 p.m. - OP&T

J. Murray Jr., Chair
T. McCoy, Vice Chair
S. Blois
M. Camacho
G. Cordero
S. Faessel
A. Fellow 
M. Hogan
F. Jung
R. Lefevre
J. Morris
A. Ortega
G. Peterson
T. Smith
S. Tamaribuchi
H. Williams

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on 
the agenda via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use 
Code: 9601962.

OP&T Committee

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-429Approval of the Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the 
Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee held August 
16, 2021

09132021 OPT 2A MinutesAttachments:

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

None

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1519
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=54c5b569-f617-4cf5-8537-536ef47e5989.pdf
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4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

None

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

a. 21-457Update on Status of Recommendations from Independent Review 
of Workplace Concerns

09132021 OPT 6a Presentation.pdfAttachments:

b. 21-456Labor Negotiations Update 
[Conference with labor negotiators; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957.6. Metropolitan 
representatives: Diane Pitman, Human Resources Group Manager, 
Stephen Lem, HR Section Manager of Labor Relations. Employee 
organizations: The Employees Association of The Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California/AFSCME Local 1902; the 
Management and Professional Employees Association 
MAPA/AFSCME Chapter 1001,the Supervisors Association and 
the Association of Confidential Employees]

09132021 OPT 6b Non-Interest Disclosure Notice.pdfAttachments:

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS

a. 21-454Human Resource's Manager Report

09132021 OPT 7a Presentation.pdfAttachments:

b. 21-455Information Technology Manager's Report

09132021 OPT 7b presentation.pdfAttachments:

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1547
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=53fe3aaf-8e81-4c0c-ba9c-30586a02b654.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1546
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=bf4b9a98-9bf8-43f4-b274-0fe4c134b4ff.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1544
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=90f7c22d-43db-46c7-a206-04256959d716.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1545
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b6d4a306-588a-4911-be9c-b549e355a6b3.pdf
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NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be 
obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com.

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online



Tuesday, September 14, 
2021

Legal and Claims Committee - Final - 
Revised 1

Meeting with Board of Directors *

September 14, 2021

9:00 a.m.

09:00 a.m. - L&C
10:30 a.m. - RP&AM
12:00 p.m. - BOD 
12:30 p.m. - FNA

L. Dick, Chair 
Vacant, Vice Chair
R.  Atwater
M. Camacho
A. Fellow
S. Goldberg
A. Kassakhian
J. Murray Jr.
T. Phan
R. Record
S. Smith
S. Tamaribuchi

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on 
the agenda via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use 
Code: 9601962.

L&C Committee

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

2. MANAGEMENT REPORTS

a. 21-459General Counsel’s report of monthly activities

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

3. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-430Approval of the Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the Legal and 
Claims Committee held August 17, 2021

09142021 LC 3A MinutesAttachments:

4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1549
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1520
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f49c3737-8b07-4783-a137-c96cecbabc42.pdf


Legal and Claims Committee September 14, 2021

Page 2 

7-7 21-463Authorize an increase in the maximum amount payable under 
contract with Ryan & Associates for legal services related to 
general real estate and leasing law issues by $100,000 to a 
maximum amount payable of $200,000; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA

09142021 LC 7-7 B-L.pdfAttachments:

7-8 21-415Report on existing litigation OHL USA, Inc. v. The Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California, Los Angeles Superior Court 
Case No. 19STCV27689; and authorize increase of maximum 
amount payable under contract with Theodora Oringher PC for 
legal services by $200,000 to an amount not to exceed $1,100,000 
(Approp. 154170); the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA
[Conference with legal counsel - existing litigation; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)]

7-9 21-465Update and authorize the settlement of: (1) Imperial Irrigation 
District v. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, et 
al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 19STCP01376 and 
California Court of Appeal Case No. B311674; and (2) Imperial 
Irrigation District v. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 0STCV46404; the 
General Manager has determined the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA 
[Conference with legal counsel - existing litigation; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)]  
[Letter Added 9/8/2021]

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

None

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1553
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b9659cce-a681-4dfc-8da1-62196382bfd7.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1505
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a. 21-467Report on San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, et al., San Francisco County 
Superior Court Case Nos. CPF-10-510830, CPF-12-512466, 
CPF-14-514004, CPF-16-515282, CPF-16-515391 , 
CGC-17-563350, and CPF-18-516389; the appeals of the 2010 
and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District 
Case Nos. A146901, A148266, A161144, and A162168, and 
California Supreme Court Case No. S243500; the petition for 
extraordinary writ in the 2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for 
the First Appellate District Case No. A155310; the petition for 
extraordinary writ in the second 2016 action, Court of Appeal for 
the First Appellate District Case No. A154325 and California 
Supreme Court Case No. S251025; and the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California v. San Diego County Water Authority 
cross-complaints in the 2014 action and the first 2016 action.
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Sections 54956.9(d)(1)]

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be 
obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com.

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1557


Tuesday, September 14, 
2021

Real Property and Asset Management 
Committee

Meeting with Board of Directors *

September 14, 2021

10:30 a.m.

09:00 a.m. - L&C
10:30 a.m. - RP&AM
12:00 p.m. - BOD 
12:30 p.m. - FNA

M. Hogan, Chair
G. Peterson, Vice Chair
M. Camacho
L. Dick
D. Erdman
A. Kassakhian
C. Kurtz
R. Record
T. Smith

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on 
the agenda via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use 
Code: 9601962.

RP&AM Committee

MWD Headquarters Building • 700 N. Alameda Street • Los Angeles, CA 90012

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-431Approval of the Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the Real 
Property and Asset Management Committee held August 17, 2021

09142021 RPAM 2A MinutesAttachments:

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1521
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=04510028-9730-4d70-bbcc-fcabe8dd2118.pdf
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7-5 21-409Declare two parcels, totaling 1.25 acres, along the Val Verde 
Tunnels, in the unincorporated Mead Valley community within the 
County of Riverside, California, as surplus land and not necessary 
for Metropolitan's use and authorize staff to dispose of the 
properties; the General Manager has determined the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA

09142021 RPAM 7-5 B-L.pdf

09142021 RPAM 7-5 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

7-6 21-411Authorize the General Manager to acquire up to 702 gross acres 
(up to 665 water toll acres) of property located in Riverside County 
in the Palo Verde Valley from Cox Family Farms, LLC, subject to a 
leased occupancy reservation; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA 
[Conference with real property negotiators; property identified as 
Riverside County Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 821-140-002 (a portion 
of); 821-140-007; 830-110-001 (a portion of); 830-110-002; 
830-120-009; 836-031-007; 836-031-008; 863-120-005; 
863-170-003; 863-170-009; 863-180-001 (a portion of); 
863-180-002; 879-130-010; 879-130-011; agency negotiators: 
Jennifer G. Ryan and Seyou Oh; negotiating parties: Cox Family 
Farms, LLC and Coxco, LLC; under negotiation: price and terms; to 
be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 
54956.8]

09142021 RPAM 7-6 Presentation.pdfAttachments:

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

None

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

None

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1499
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=9d3dbe0a-1c64-4fa0-af84-ada20cf3dc1e.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c4a8bf2d-92d8-45cd-8074-3529ae90ad14.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1501
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=189252ca-7502-43a3-820d-6b44bbeb7f73.pdf
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a. 21-460Real Property Manager's Report

09142021 RPAM 7a Presentation.pdfAttachments:

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be 
obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com.

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1550
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=bab46cc8-b1df-47d0-8e25-61bee01d12dc.pdf


Tuesday, September 14, 2021
Meeting Schedule

Regular Board Meeting - Final - Revised 1

September 14, 2021

12:00 PM

09:00 a.m. - L&C
10:30 a.m. - RP&AM
12:00 p.m. - BOD 
12:30 p.m. - FNA

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their 
comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda 
via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962.

MWD Headquarters Building - 700 N. Alameda Street - Los Angeles, CA 90012

1. Call to Order

1.1 Invocation: Carmen Bermudez-Bracy, Principal Administrative Analyst, Business 
Outreach, External Affairs Group

1.2 Pledge of Allegiance: Director Smith, San Diego County Water Authority

2. Roll Call

3. Determination of a Quorum

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on 
matters within the Board's jurisdiction.  (As required by Gov. Code § 
54954.3(a))

5. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS

A. 21-432Report on Directors' events attended at Metropolitan expense

09142021 BOD 5A Report.pdfAttachments:

B. 21-475Chairwoman of the Board Monthly Activity Report

C. 21-433General Manager's summary of activities

09142021 BOD 5C ReportAttachments:

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1522
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f35417cd-4146-4f5f-8580-3ae88b2fcda7.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1523
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=902f8b44-1184-4c52-bbea-a6ccc2c88d9a.pdf
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D. 21-434General Counsel's summary of activities

09142021 BOD 5D ReportAttachments:

E. 21-435General Auditor's summary of activities

09142021 BOD 5E Report.pdfAttachments:

F. 21-436Ethics Officer's summary of activities

09142021 BOD 5F ReportAttachments:

G. 21-437Presentation of 5-year Service Pin to Director Gloria Cordero, 
representing the city of Long Beach

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

6. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-424Approval of the Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting for August 17, 
2021 (Copies have been submitted to each Director) Any additions, 
corrections, or omissions

09142021 BOD 6A MinutesAttachments:

B. Approve Committee Assignments

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

7-1 21-405Authorize an increase of $185,000 to an agreement with Rincon 
Consultants, Inc. for a new not-to-exceed amount of $1 million for 
services related to the preparation of a Climate Action Plan and 
CEQA documentation; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 
(EO)

09142021 EO 7-1 B-L.pdf

09142021 EO 7-1 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1524
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7aafde50-d6ef-45da-844a-ff9a54ab7fc7.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1525
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4ad2e013-9031-4536-9d3b-f223bfa14bbd.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1526
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=688d2003-9016-4082-b7bb-26bed898aecf.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1527
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1514
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1cd6f2b5-e127-4374-a416-92e7a62e4e0c.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1495
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b8a779b6-b1bc-4e38-bcc4-5c539fc81ce6.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5af11873-4fca-4421-9ec4-9ea30da0a775.pdf


Board of Directors September 14, 2021

Page 3 

7-2 21-406Award an $11,604,521 contract to Ameresco, Inc. for construction 
of battery energy storage systems at the Joseph Jensen and 
Robert A. Skinner Water Treatment Plants; and authorize increase 
of $550,000 to an agreement with Stantec Inc. for engineering 
services for a new not-to-exceed total of $1,450,000; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA (EO)

09142021 EO 7-2 B-L.pdf

09142021 EO 7-2 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

7-3 21-407Authorize an agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc., in an amount 
not to exceed $635,000 for engineering design services to upgrade 
the 2.4 kV power line that serves the Black Metal Mountain 
communications site; the General Manager has determined that 
this proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 
(EO)

09142021 EO 7-3 B-L.pdf

09142021 EO 7-3 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

7-4 21-468Express support for the 2021 California Resilience Challenge; and 
approve a financial sponsorship of $200,000 to continue as a 
Resilience Leader and Steering Committee member; the General 
Manager has determined the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA (WPS)

09142021 WPS 7-4 B-L.pdf

09142021 WPS 7-4 Presentation .pdf

Attachments:

7-5 21-409Declare two parcels, totaling 1.25 acres, along the Val Verde 
Tunnels, in the unincorporated Mead Valley community within the 
County of Riverside, California, as surplus land and not necessary 
for Metropolitan's use and authorize staff to dispose of the 
properties; the General Manager has determined the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA (RPAM)

09142021 RPAM 7-5 B-L.pdf

09142021 RPAM 7-5 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1496
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ff535b10-0385-4893-bcd0-8dc374fa58ab.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a9b891db-414e-487b-8e91-b4c4a412e2a4.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1497
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=62849f70-ce51-4980-973b-dc7ecb1d9271.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=642ecb69-6c13-4229-a41e-521e57be1ba4.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1558
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cd0b5b22-771c-489b-a78f-302df80b74b9.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=28828b0b-35d7-423c-acbb-8d1b72c0281b.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1499
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=9d3dbe0a-1c64-4fa0-af84-ada20cf3dc1e.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c4a8bf2d-92d8-45cd-8074-3529ae90ad14.pdf
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7-6 21-411Authorize the General Manager to acquire up to 702 gross acres 
(up to 665 water toll acres) of property located in Riverside County 
in the Palo Verde Valley from Cox Family Farms, LLC, subject to a 
leased occupancy reservation; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA 
[Conference with real property negotiators; property identified as 
Riverside County Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 821-140-002 (a portion 
of); 821-140-007; 830-110-001 (a portion of); 830-110-002; 
830-120-009; 836-031-007; 836-031-008; 863-120-005; 
863-170-003; 863-170-009; 863-180-001 (a portion of); 
863-180-002; 879-130-010; 879-130-011; agency negotiators: 
Jennifer G. Ryan and Seyou Oh; negotiating parties: Cox Family 
Farms, LLC and Coxco, LLC; under negotiation: price and terms; to 
be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 
54956.8] (RPAM)

09142021 RPAM 7-6 Presentation.pdfAttachments:

7-7 21-463Authorize an increase in the maximum amount payable under 
contract with Ryan & Associates for legal services related to 
general real estate and leasing law issues by $100,000 to a 
maximum amount payable of $200,000; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA (LC)

09142021 LC 7-7 B-L.pdfAttachments:

7-8 21-415Report on existing litigation OHL USA, Inc. v. The Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California, Los Angeles Superior Court 
Case No. 19STCV27689; and authorize increase of maximum 
amount payable under contract with Theodora Oringher PC for 
legal services by $200,000 to an amount not to exceed $1,100,000 
(Approp. 154170); the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA
[Conference with legal counsel - existing litigation; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] (LC)

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1501
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=189252ca-7502-43a3-820d-6b44bbeb7f73.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1553
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b9659cce-a681-4dfc-8da1-62196382bfd7.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1505
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7-9 21-465Update and authorize the settlement of: (1) Imperial Irrigation 
District v. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, et 
al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 19STCP01376 and 
California Court of Appeal Case No. B311674; and (2) Imperial 
Irrigation District v. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 0STCV46404; the 
General Manager has determined the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA 
[Conference with legal counsel - existing litigation; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)]  
[Letter Added 9/8/2021] (LC)

8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

9-1 21-416Update on Conservation Program

09142021 9-1 Report.pdfAttachments:

9-2 21-417Information on a potential seasonal land fallowing pilot program 
with the Quechan Indian Tribe of the Fort Yuma Indian Reservation 
and farmers within the Quechan Indian Unit for 2022-2023 (WPS)

09142021 WPS 9-2 B-L.pdf

09132021 WPS 9-2 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

9-3 21-418Considerations for purchasing land which uses higher-priority 
Colorado River water supplies (WPS)

09142021 WPS 9-3 B-L

09142021 WPS 9-3 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

9-4 21-419Report on Rate Refinement Workgroup’s Review of Demand 
Management Cost Recovery Alternatives (FI)

09142021 FI 9-4 B-L.pdf

09142021 FI 9-4 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

9-5 21-420Mid-cycle Biennial Budget Review (FI)

09142021 FI 9-5 BL.pdf

09142021 FI 9-5 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1506
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1fd13341-6d24-4756-97ed-498381b14e4c.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1507
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cc38b50d-0545-42bd-91f8-1c3f3767044a.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5e1b7d0a-347c-49d6-9d61-969ff563b05a.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1508
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a890aabb-8823-45b7-8406-fde572d24e73.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=038b6108-99e2-42b3-ba9a-c35167be5661.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1509
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ec6e1431-be7d-4327-a0b3-3d6ee884b5d9.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=be7aa68c-62a9-4658-a482-586428c63c98.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1510
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=0f04da01-16e8-4a49-9064-d8e72528eae8.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=3fb030f8-6fb9-4593-ae36-0216cc918560.pdf
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9-6 21-470Update on fall and winter water conservation advertising and 
outreach campaign to be paid from board-approved conservation 
budget (CL)

09142021 CL 9-6 B-L.pdf

09132021 CL 9-6 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

10. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

12. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE:

At the discretion of the Board, all items appearing on this agenda and all committee agendas, whether or not 
expressly listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the Board. 

Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or 
more committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation 
appears in parenthesis at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g.  (E&O, BF&I).  Committee agendas may 
be obtained from the Executive Secretary. 

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure 
availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1560
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e6c6976a-4e1a-42fe-9551-cfcf33d85df4.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7637b355-8089-442d-afd6-d62496d51fc1.pdf


Tuesday, September 14, 
2021

Facilities Naming Ad Hoc Committee

Meeting with Board of Directors *

September 14, 2021

12:30 p.m.

09:00 a.m. - L&C
10:30 a.m. - RP&AM
12:00 p.m. - BOD 
12:30 p.m. - FNA

J. Morris, Chair 
R. Lefevre, Vice Chair
S. Faessel
C. Kurtz
G. Peterson

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our 
mwdh2o.com website (Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on 
the agenda via teleconference only. To participate call (404) 400-0335 and use 
Code: 9601962.

FNA Committee

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION **

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-461Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Facilities Naming Ad 
Hoc Committee held June 25, 2019

09142021 FNA 2A MinutesAttachments:

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1551
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=76702951-cf81-40c4-9174-bb07417d3d93.pdf
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7-1 21-404Approve the nomination and naming of the overlook at Lake 
Mathews in honor of former Metropolitan Director Donald “Don” 
Galleano; the General Manager has determined that this action is 
exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA

10122021 FNA 7-1 B-L.pdf

09142021 FNA 7-1 Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS**

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

None

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

None

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

None

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

Zoom Online

http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1494
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d694d903-ca02-401e-bb45-78efedf89b92.pdf
http://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7b473650-0a62-4c9e-907f-a8f7c02d4e57.pdf


Summary Report for 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 

September 14, 2021 
 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  

 

The Board: 

 

Authorized an increase of $185,000 to an agreement with Rincon Consultants, Inc. for a new 

not-to-exceed amount of $1 million for services related to the preparation of a Climate 

Action Plan and CEQA documentation.  (Agenda Item 7-1) 

 

Awarded $11,604,521 contract to Ameresco, Inc. to construct Battery Energy Storage 

System Facilities at the Jensen and Skinner plants; and authorized increase of $550,000 to 

agreement with Stantec Inc., for a new not-to-exceed total of $1,450,000, to provide technical 

support.  (Agenda Item 7-2) 

 

Authorized an agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $635,000 

for engineering services to replace the 2.4 kV power line to Black Metal Mountain 

communications site.  (Agenda Item 7-3) 

 

Authorized the General Manager to sponsor the California Resiliency Challenge with a 

$200,000 contribution and renew Metropolitan’s seat on the Steering Committee. 

(Agenda Item 7-4) 

 

Declared that the two subject parcels are surplus land and not necessary for Metropolitan’s 

use based on the written grounds set forth in the staff board letter and authorized their 

disposal at fair market value under Metropolitan’s surplus land disposal policies and 

procedures.  (Agenda Item 7-5) 

 

Provided price and terms direction on a possible real property purchase. 

(Agenda Item 7-6)  (heard in closed session at committee) 

 

Authorized an increase in the maximum amount payable under contract with Ryan & 

Associates, Attorneys at Law, for advisory legal services related to real estate and 

commercial leasing law by $100,000 to a maximum amount payable of $200,000. 

(Agenda Item 7-7) 

 

Authorized the General Counsel to increase the amount payable by amendment of contract 

with Theodora Oringher PC for legal services by $200,000 for an amount not to exceed 

$1,100,000.  (Agenda Item 7-8)  (heard in closed session at committee) 

 

Authorized the General Counsel to settle matters consistent with Board Letter 7-9. 

(Agenda Item 7-9)  (heard in closed session at committee) 

 



-2- 

 

 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION 

 

Approved Committee Assignments.  (Agenda Item 6B) 

 

 

OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  

 

Presented of 5-year Service Pin to Director Gloria Cordero, representing the city of Long Beach.  

(Agenda Item 5G) 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 

OF THE MEETING. 

 

All current month materials, and materials after July 1, 2021 are available on the public website 

here: https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx 

This database contains archives from the year 1928 to June 30, 2021: 

https://bda.mwdh2o.com/Pages/Default.aspx 

 

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://bda.mwdh2o.com/Pages/Default.aspx


 

 
 

 
September 22, 2021 
 
Attention:  Imported Water Committee 
 
Colorado River Board Representative’s report. (Information) 
 
Purpose 
The Colorado River Board (CRB) Representative’s report summarizes monthly activities of the 
CRB of California.  
 
Discussion 
This report covers activities from the September 15, 2021 CRB meeting held virtually due to 
COVID-19. The meeting included the following reports, program updates, and announcements: 
 
Member Agency Water Supply Reports 

▪ California Department of Water Resources (DWR) reported that despite monsoon 
precipitation, California is continuing to experience critically dry conditions (50 percent 
or less precipitation for water year (WY) 2021); reservoir levels continue to be below 
average statewide; and the 8-station precipitation index (which is an indicator for the 
State Water Project) is at 46 percent of average. 

▪ Metropolitan Water District of Southern California reported that its combined reservoir 
storage is 78 percent full; 2021 deliveries are 95 percent of annual average to date; and 
the Colorado River Aqueduct is operating at a 7-pump flow. 

 
Colorado River Basin Supply Conditions and Operations Report 
The final consultation for the 2022 Annual Operating Plan was held on August 31. Based on the 
August 2021 24-Month Study Report results and the most probable inflow scenario, the 
projected operational tier for WY 2022 for Lake Powell is the Mid-Elevation Release Tier. 
Based upon the most probable inflow scenario and tier determination, the annual release from 
Glen Canyon Dam will be 7.48 million acre-feet (MAF) without the potential for a mid-year 
adjustment in April 2022. Based on the August projections, Lake Mead will operate in a Level 1 
Shortage Condition for the first time with combined required shortage reductions and water 
saving contributions of 0.613 MAF in 2022 from Arizona, Nevada, and Mexico.   
 
Even with recent monsoon precipitation, WY 2021 will likely be the third driest year on record. 
Current water supply and storage conditions from the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) 
Weekly Water Supply Report are shown in Table 1.  
 

Table 1. Colorado River Reservoir Conditions 
Conditions as of September 13, 

2021 
Volume  
(MAF) 

Percent of 
Capacity 

Elevation 
(feet) 

Lake Powell 7.5 31% 3,548 
Lake Mead 9 35% 1,068 

Total System Storage* 23.4** 39% --- 
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Water Year 2021 Precipitation 82% of normal 
Unregulated Inflow to Lake Powell Water Year Forecast 33% of normal 

  *As of September 12, 2021. 
** Approximately 6 MAF less than the total system storage this time last year. 
 
1030 Consultation  
Per the Drought Contingency Plan, if any 24-Month Study from Reclamation projects Lake 
Mead’s elevation at or below 1,030 feet within the succeeding two years, the Secretary of the 
Department of the Interior (Secretary) and Lower Division States must consult to determine what 
additional measures will be taken to prevent Lake Mead’s water level elevation from declining 
below 1,020 feet. No formal process has been initiated; however, Lower Basin States have begun 
to consider what potential additional measures could be developed and have formed technical 
workgroups that are identifying actions that could collectively create additional conserved water 
supplies to bolster storage in Lake Mead. 
 
Proposed California Guiding Principles for Colorado River System  
CRB staff received comment letters from the Quechan and Colorado River Indian Tribes that 
generally supported the principles related to water supply conservation and management and 
flexibility options. Both tribes call for the development of a more formal process to engage with 
CRB and California agencies in the post-2026 guidelines development process. CRB staff are 
working on a response to both Tribes indicating the need to understand better the specific goals 
and objectives of the Tribes in the post-2026 process.  
 
Minute 323 Implementation 
The Minute 323 Environmental Work Group (EWG) held a webinar on August 25 to review the 
status of the ongoing summer 2021 water releases to the Colorado River Delta, which began on 
May 1 and are scheduled to conclude in mid-October. A total of 35,000 acre-feet of U.S. Federal 
water will be delivered to the border and then routed through canals to Reach 4 of the Delta, 
home to most of the habitat established under Minutes 319 and 323. This water delivery 
comprises half of the U.S. federal water commitment under Minute 323. The EWG will meet 
over the next several months to consider environmental water deliveries for 2022. 
 
Salinity Control Program 
Through September 20-21, 2021, the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum is scheduled 
to meet in Salt Lake City, Utah (with an option for remote participation) to receive updates from 
federal agencies on program funding, studies, and project implementation. Topics will include 
updates on the Paradox Valley Unit salinity control project, preparation of the 2023 Triennial 
Review of Salinity Control Standards, and salinity control research studies underway by the U.S. 
Geological Survey. The Forum, Advisory Council, and Forum Work Group have also tentatively 
scheduled the next meetings for October 27-29, 2021. 
 
Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Program 
The Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Program’s Adaptive Management Work Group 
met via webinar on August 18 and 19. The meeting included discussions between federal agency 
leaders from Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, U.S. 
Geological Survey, and Western Area Power Administration regarding current and potential 
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future drought response activities. The Work Group also received an update on the status of 
juvenile humpback chub, which preliminary 2021 monitoring data indicates that a historically 
low number were caught in the Little Colorado River, a location where one of the largest 
remaining populations of humpback chub are normally found. Researchers will provide 
additional information on the species’ status during the annual reporting meeting in January. 
 
The program is currently considering whether to recommend a fall High Flow Experiment (HFE) 
to the Secretary that would result in a release from Glen Canyon Dam that could improve habitat 
conditions for native fish in the river. Summer monsoon activity has resulted in significant 
sediment input from Grand Canyon tributaries, prompting consideration of a fall HFE. Current 
Lake Powell elevation, water delivery schedules, and the effect of a potential HFE on 
hydropower operations are part of the initial discussions.  
 
The Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Program’s Technical Work Group is scheduled to 
meet October 13-14 via webinar. 
 
Colorado River System 5-Year Projected Future Conditions  
On September 2, 2021, Reclamation provided Basin States technical staff with a preview of 
changes to assumptions for Colorado River Simulation System modeling for the August 2021 5-
Year Projected Future Conditions. Changes to the analysis included using the Stress Test 
Hydrology in lieu of the Full Natural Flow Hydrology (1.5 MAF less annual inflow at Lees 
Ferry) because Reclamation believes it provides a more realistic representation of the Basin’s 
current conditions; and removal this WY of the Upper Basin Drought Response Operations 
Agreement (DROA) from the analysis for 2022 to 2026 until a DROA plan developed by the 
Upper Basin and Reclamation. As a result, the next set of 5-Year Projected Future Conditions 
will depict significantly drier projected conditions for Lakes Powell and Mead. The chances of a 
shortage in the Lower Basin or DCP contributions will be higher than those projected for past 
years. Reclamation expects to release its updated 5-Year projections September 20, 2021. 
 
Announcements  
The Biden Administration announced its intent to appoint Maria-Elena Giner as the U.S. 
Commissioner of the International Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC). Additionally, the 
Mexican federal government appointed Adriana Resendez Maldonado as the Mexican Section 
Commissioner for the IBWC. 
 
Six Agency Committee (SAC) 
Following the CRB meeting, a SAC meeting was held in which the committee approved 
payment of $44,318 to the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum for activities that will 
occur during fiscal years 2021 and 2022; up to $324,702.33 for SAC’s share of expenses for the 
Weather Modification Program for WY 2022 that will be used to extend support for existing 
weather modification projects in Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming; and an exhibit depicting the 
planned weather modification activities of Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming for WY 2022. 
 
Prepared by:  Dennis Davis, Assistant Water Resources Specialist 
Reviewed by:  Mark Watton, Alternate CRB Representative 
 



 

 
 
September 22, 2021 
 
Attention:  Board of Directors              
 
Detachment Update.  (Discussion)  

 
Purpose 
To provide the Board of Directors an update on the San Diego LAFCO detachment proceeding. 
 
Discussion 
The Fallbrook Public Utility District (“Fallbrook”) and the Rainbow Municipal Water District 
(“Rainbow”) have filed applications with the San Diego LAFCO to detach from the San Diego 
County Water Authority and annex into Riverside County’s Eastern Municipal Water District 
(“Eastern”).   
 
The Water Authority Board has previously taken two actions in regard to the proposed detachments.  
It stated in Resolution 2020-06 that the Water Authority would oppose detachment unless four 
conditions were satisfied during the LAFCO process: 
 
 a. It can be determined by what means Rainbow and Fallbrook can guarantee that all 
obligations as promised to their own ratepayers are met; 
 
 b. It can be demonstrated that detachment will not adversely affect other Water Authority 
member agencies and San Diego County as a region financially or environmentally; 
 
 c. It can [be] demonstrated that detachment and then annexation into Riverside County’s 
Eastern Municipal Water District will not increase reliance on the Bay-Delta; and 
 
 d. It can be demonstrated that detachment will not result in a diminution of the Water 
Authority’s voting power at MWD to represent the interests of all San Diego County ratepayers and 
property owners. 
 
Additionally, the Water Authority Board asked San Diego LAFCO to – if the applications were for 
any reason going to be approved – allow a service area-wide vote on the issue.   
 
Water Authority General Manager Kerl and Water Authority General Counsel Hattam will update 
the Board on the status of the San Diego LAFCO process.   
  
Prepared by: Mark J. Hattam, General Counsel 
Approved by: Sandra L. Kerl, General Manager 
 



 

 
 
September 22, 2021 
 
Attention:  Board of Directors              
 
Governor’s Order for Holding Board Meetings Virtually.  (Discussion)  

 
Purpose 
To provide the Board of Directors an update on the status of the Governor’s Order allowing public 
agencies to meet virtually, and how it is affected by recent legislation signed by the Governor. 
 
Discussion 
The Water Authority has been meeting virtually during the COVID-19 epidemic, pursuant to the 
Governor’s emergency orders, notably Order Executive Order N-29-20 and its continuances (the 
“Order”).  That Order was heading to expiration at the end of September. 
 
However, the Legislature, with the approval of Governor Newsom, has now enacted urgency 
legislation in Assembly Bill 361 (“AB 361”).  AB 361 allows a local public agency such as the 
Water Authority to continue to have virtual meetings during Governor-declared emergencies as 
exists today.  It allows the local agencies to meet via teleconference when any of the following 
occur:   
 

(a) State or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social 
distancing; 
 

(b) The legislative body holds a meeting for the purpose of determining, by majority vote, 
whether as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the 
health or safety of attendees;  OR 
 

(c) The legislative body holds a meeting and has already determined, by majority vote, that, as a 
result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or 
safety of attendees. 
 

However, the right has to be renewed by legislative body action within 30 days of the first meeting 
and every 30 days thereafter.  The agency’s legislative body must make findings that it has 
reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency and (1) the emergency continues to 
directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person;  or (2) state or local officials 
continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing.  
 
The Governor’s Executive Order N-15-21 suspends the above law until October 1, 2021.  
 
 Prepared by: Mark J. Hattam, General Counsel 
Approved by: Sandra L. Kerl, General Manager 
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