
 

 
 
June 23, 2021 
 
Attention: Imported Water Committee              
 
Metropolitan Water District Delegates’ Report.  (Information)1  
 
Purpose 
This report summarizes activities of interest at the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) 
committee and board meetings in June. The MWD board met on June 7, 8, and 22, 2021. The 
MWD board will meet next on July 12 and 13. 
 
Discussion 
The Water Authority Delegates supported 13 of the 14 actions taken in open session by the 
MWD board at its June 2021 meetings.2 (During the board meeting, Chairwoman Gray (West 
Basin) reported that the board voted to adjourn its closed session related to receiving further 
background information on the prospective general manager candidate without having a 
discussion with him. The Delegates opposed a subsequent motion to question the candidate in 
open session. See Attachment 1 for more details.) MWD items of interest to the Water Authority 
include:  

• Approved the employment contract for MWD’s new General Manager, Adel Hagekhalil; 
• Approved changes to the start-of-operation timing for four Local Resources Program 

(LRP) projects and adopted criteria as framework for the board’s consideration of future 
project extensions; 

• Authorized an agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), Central 
Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD), and Southern Nevada Water Authority 
(SNWA) to: (1) fund up to $8.8 million to conserve water from land fallowing programs, 
and (2) forebear up to 246,600 acre-feet of conserved Colorado River water; 

• Authorized an agreement with Black & Veatch Corporation, Inc., in an amount not to 
exceed $8 million, for engineering and technical studies to support the environmental 
planning activities of the Regional Recycled Water Program;  

• Authorized a $150,000 increase to the maximum amount payable (for a total of 
$550,000) to the Shaw Law Group (Shaw) for an independent review of allegations of 
systemic Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) related discrimination, harassment, 
retaliation, and related concerns; and 

• Authorized a payment of up to $780,800 for support of the Colorado River Board and Six 
Agency Committee for fiscal year 2022. 

 
After initiating its search for MWD’s next general manager in July 2020, the board selected Adel 
Hagekhalil, former executive director and general manager of StreetsLA and the assistant 
director of the Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation, as its 14th General Manager. His start date is 
July 6, 2021. Over 60 individuals provided public comment on this item, and the board received 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 Director Smith recused himself on the item to authorize an agreement with Black & Veatch Corporation, Inc. 
related to the Regional Recycled Water Program. 
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more than 145 letters3 from individuals and organizations representing over 230 signatories 
supporting Hagekhalil’s selection (no public comments and two letters opposed his hiring).4 
Attachment 1 summarizes the board’s related discussion. 
 
In May, the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee discussed authorizing the General 
Manager to extend LRP projects’ operation start date for up to three fiscal years for “good 
cause.” Staff reported that through a recent survey, eight member agencies reported they have 
faced or expect to face project delays. This month, staff reported that due to feedback from some 
directors who were concerned about “the lengthy amount of time” projects take to come online, 
it instead recommended extending the start of operation date for just four LRP projects (three 
with the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and one with the Eastern Municipal Water 
District) from July 1, 2021, by up to three years. The board approved the four extensions and, per 
Director Hogan’s modification to the staff recommendation, adopted the extension criteria used 
for these four projects to guide the board’s consideration of future LRP extensions.  
 
The board also authorized entering into an agreement with Reclamation, CAWCD, and SNWA 
to issue higher calls under MWD’s Palo Verde Irrigation District and Bard Water District 
fallowing programs to increase system water in Lake Mead. Manager of Colorado River 
Resources Hasencamp discussed a potential fallowing program with the Quechan Indian Tribe 
and an agreement for added flexibility for Intentionally Created Surplus storage among Lower 
Colorado River Basin States. Attachment 2 summarizes these items. 
 
During his monthly update on the independent review of workplace concerns, Ethics Officer 
Salinas reported that Shaw entered its final phase of review after conducting a climate survey, 
reviewing EEO policies and procedures, and interviewing 193 “employees, directors, and 
others.” Shaw is preparing a report with results and recommendations to present to the board in 
July. Separately, an attorney with Shaw is investigating four confidential EEO complaints.  
 
The Legal and Claims Committee deferred an item to discuss and adopt MWD-specific 
parliamentary procedures for conducting board and committee meetings until July.5 The 
Committee also went into closed session to discuss the rate litigation and the litigation related to 
the incidental take permit and biological opinions governing operation of the State Water Project 
and Central Valley Project; the board authorized a $150,000 increase (for a total not to exceed 
$250,000) to its contract for the operations case. 
 
Donald Galleano, who served as the representative for Western Municipal Water District on 
MWD’s board, passed away unexpectedly on June 2. Director Brenda Dennstedt was appointed 
to replace him on the same day, and subsequently was inducted as the agency’s new 

 
3 Correspondence related to the general manager recruitment is found in MWD’s board archives: 
https://bit.ly/2ThMj50 
4 Water Authority Board Chair Croucher’s June 7, 2021, letter to MWD Chairwoman Gray expressing support for 
Hagekhalil’s selection is found here: https://bit.ly/3pVwaOR  
5 For more information on previous discussions regarding board procedures, see the memo “Metropolitan Water 
District Delegates’ Report” starting on page 16 of the Water Authority’s March 25, 2021, supplemental Board 
materials: https://bit.ly/32mFNuW  

https://bit.ly/2ThMj50
https://bit.ly/3pVwaOR
https://bit.ly/32mFNuW
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representative. Attachment 3 is a copy of MWD’s June 2021 committee and board meeting 
agendas and board summary. 
 
Prepared by: Megan Couch, Management Analyst  
Reviewed by: Communications and Legislation Committee by Jerry Butkiewicz and Tim Smith  
  Engineering and Operations Committee by Tim Smith  

Finance and Insurance Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith   
  Legal and Claims Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith  
  Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee by Michael Hogan &Tim 

Smith   
  Real Property and Asset Management Committee by Michael Hogan & Tim 

Smith 
  Water Planning and Stewardship Committee by Gail Goldberg & Michael Hogan 
    
Attachments:  
     
Attachment 1 – Discussion Summary of the General Manager Selection  
Attachment 2 – Discussion Summary of Colorado River Issues 
Attachment 3 – MWD’s committee and board meeting agendas dated June 7 and 8, 2021 and 

board summary dated June 8, 2021 



  Attachment 1 
Page 1 of 2 

 
Discussion Summary of the General Manager Selection1 

 
At its June 2021 meeting, the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) board approved the employment 
contract for MWD’s 14th General Manager, Adel Hagekhalil. Hagekhalil’s start date is July 6, 2021. 
Following several closed session interviews held in April and May, Chairwoman Gray (West Basin) 
announced following closed session at the board’s special May 8 meeting that a candidate was 
selected and direction was provided on contract negotiation. During MWD’s June board meeting, 
over 60 individuals provided public comment, and the board received over 145 letters from 
individuals and organizations representing more than 230 signatories supporting Hagekhalil’s 
selection (no public comments and two letters opposed his hiring).2 Water Authority Board Chair 
Croucher3 and 19 other officials from the San Diego region sent correspondence congratulating 
MWD on its selection of Hagekhalil. 
 
After posting of the board meeting agenda, a closed session item was added for “receipt of 
background information and discussion with” Hagekhalil. Following a closed session that lasted 
about two and three-quarters hours, Gray reported the board “voted to adjourn the closed session 
without a discussion with the candidate.” Director Murray (Los Angeles) moved, and Director 
Goldberg seconded, that the board approve Hagekhalil’s employment contract. 
 
Several directors including Cordero (Long Beach), De Jesus (Three Valleys), Erdman (Municipal 
Water District of Orange County (MWDOC)), Fellow (Upper San Gabriel Valley), Phan (Santa 
Ana), and Ramos (Burbank) and Chairwoman Gray expressed concern with the amount of 
disagreement on the MWD board and the leak of confidential information to the press.4 Directors 
De Jesus, Erdman, Fellow, and Peterson (Las Virgenes) said they would oppose Hagekhalil’s 
employment contract for these reasons, and Ramos said she would abstain due to her process-
related concerns. Directors Dick (MWDOC) and Lefevre (Torrance) said they would oppose 
Hagekhalil’s contract due to what they perceived as his insufficient “expertise.” 
 
Directors Petersen (Los Angeles) and Repenning (Los Angeles) said they were pleased with the 
amount of public engagement in the process. Peterson expressed concern that many groups who 
provided public comment in support of Hagekhalil also oppose the Bay-Delta fix. (Later, 
Hagekhalil stated he believes the tunnel should be “part of a diverse portfolio” that “[doubles] down 
on our local water supply” while balancing imported supplies “and the environment.”) 
 
Despite the board’s closed session action, Director Pressman (Beverly Hills) referenced certain 
issues related to litigation with the City of Los Angeles during Hagekhalil’s time at the Bureau of 
Sanitation and made a substitute motion, seconded by Director Atwater (Foothill), to postpone 
taking action on his contract until Hagekhalil “had an opportunity to answer these questions for the 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority and 
is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 Correspondence related to the general manager recruitment is found in MWD’s board archives: https://bit.ly/2ThMj50  
3 Chair Croucher’s June 7, 2021, letter is found here: https://bit.ly/3pVwaOR  
4 See the May 26, 2021, Los Angeles Times article titled “As drought worsens, tensions erupt over control of SoCal’s 
largest water supplier”: https://lat.ms/3gpLpLt; the June 4, 2021, Los Angeles Times editorial titled “Adel Hagekhalil 
would be one good step forward for the MWD. Better transparency would be another”: https://lat.ms/3vmI5Gj; and the 
June 7, 2021, Orange County Register article titled “Battle over Southern California water czar is clash between old 
vision and new, observers say”: https://bit.ly/3gq3gU0 

https://bit.ly/2ThMj50
https://bit.ly/3pVwaOR
https://lat.ms/3gpLpLt
https://lat.ms/3vmI5Gj
https://bit.ly/3gq3gU0
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board” and for the board to “clarify for the public exactly where [it] stands on this issue.” This 
substitute motion passed with 50.09% support. (The delegations from Beverly Hills, Burbank, 
Calleguas, Eastern, Foothill, Las Virgenes, MWDOC, Pasadena, Santa Ana, Three Valleys, 
Torrance, Upper San Gabriel Valley, West Basin, and Western, along with one of the two 
representatives from Central Basin, supported this motion.) 
 
Subsequently, Hagekhalil was admitted to the board meeting and responded to questions for almost 
two hours. Directors Blois (Calleguas), Erdman, Kurtz (Pasadena), Peterson, Pressman, Record 
(Eastern), and Tamaribuchi (MWDOC) asked Hagekhalil about personnel-related litigation and 
expressed concern that he did not disclose it during the interview process. Hagekhalil responded he 
did not intend to mislead the board and did touch on the lessons learned through litigation and other 
experiences in his interview. He also pointed out that he gave the executive search firm consent to 
look into his professional and personal records, and the firm “conducted a very thorough 
investigation.” He said the search firm did not ask him to disclose more information about the 
litigation and instead advised him to incorporate his response to the litigation in his interview, 
which he did. He added he was several levels removed from the litigants, and the Los Angeles City 
Attorney intends to file to dismiss one of the cases on the grounds that it is meritless. (The other 
case did not name Hagekhalil, but he was a witness for the city.) Additionally, he reminded the 
board that during the interview, he said he used these experiences to improve transparency, 
empower employees, and create an online system and independent review process for city 
employees’ complaints related to discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. 
 
In response to questions related to how he would bring the clearly divided board together, 
Hagekhalil said “Met works for every member agency,” so he intends to meet with each member 
agency to understand their needs, priorities, and concerns. He also committed to using his 
experience to work collaboratively with staff, labor organizations, underserved communities, and 
other stakeholders to share information and move MWD forward through “the three I's: Integration, 
Innovation, and the biggest I of all of them is Inclusion.” 
 
Following the discussion with Hagekhalil, Gray said since MWD “had talented and well-qualified 
women in the candidate pool, [she] supported choosing a woman for the job.” She added, “Given 
that [Hagekhalil] does not reflect the historic opportunity Metropolitan had to make a bold 
statement on gender, I am abstaining” on his employment contract. 
 
Petersen moved, and Director Camacho (Inland Empire) seconded, approving the contract with 
Hagekhalil. The motion passed with 50.42% support from the Fullerton, Glendale, Inland Empire, 
Long Beach, Los Angeles, San Fernando, Santa Ana, Santa Monica, and Water Authority 
delegations, and one of the two Central Basin representatives.5 The representative from Calleguas 
opposed the motion. The Anaheim, Beverly Hills, Burbank, Eastern, Foothill, Las Virgenes, 
MWDOC, Pasadena, Three Valleys, Torrance, Upper San Gabriel Valley, West Basin, and Western 
delegations and one of the two Central Basin representatives abstained from the vote. (Originally, 
the representative from Foothill supported approving Hagekhalil’s contract, but following the vote, 
the Board Administrator asked him to “clarify” his vote at which time he changed it to an 
abstention.)  

 
5 The Water Authority’s June 9, 2021, news release congratulating MWD on its selection of a new general manager is 
found here: https://bit.ly/3ztNI8W  

https://bit.ly/3ztNI8W
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Discussion Summary of Colorado River Issues1 

 
During its June 2021 meetings, the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) board unanimously 
authorized an agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), Central Arizona 
Water Conservation District (CAWCD), and Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) to 
forebear up to 246,600 acre-feet (AF) of conserved Colorado River water via MWD’s fallowing 
programs. The Water Planning and Stewardship Committee received an overview of this 
agreement to allow MWD to use its excess capacity in the Palo Verde Irrigation District (PVID) 
and Bard Water District (Bard) land fallowing programs to produce conserved water to store in 
Lake Mead through 2024. 
 
Last year, MWD reduced its call for the PVID fallowing program to 25% (or 6,497 acres) due to 
“relatively low demands.” MWD reported that it does not expect to increase the fallowing call 
for its own needs “for the next several years” due to its nearly 1.3 million AF of Intentionally 
Created Surplus (ICS) stored water in Lake Mead. MWD has another fallowing program with 
Bard Water District, with a maximum fallowing area of 3,000 acres. The program approved this 
month will make use of the excess fallowing capacity in PVID and Bard to produce additional 
conserved water to store as system water in Lake Mead to help mitigate the lake’s decline. Staff 
said Reclamation’s share of the program will go toward meeting its Drought Contingency Plan 
commitment to add 100,000 AF of system water annually to Lake Mead. This stored water will 
not go into any agency’s ICS account and will remain in the lake as system water. Reclamation 
will pay for half of the program, with the remaining share equally spilt between CAWCD, 
SNWA and MWD. MWD’s share of cost over three years is up to $8.8 million, $2.5 million of 
which is unbudgeted in fiscal year 2022. MWD will forebear up to 32,000 AF in 2021 and up to 
82,000 AF in 2022. 
 
Staff said the opportunity for this agreement exists because there is “no need to conserve 
additional water through fallowing for Metropolitan’s own use.” (However, MWD’s Water 
Supply Drought Management (WSDM) Report projects a 605,000 AF supply gap in calendar 
year 2021 and supply conditions for subsequent years are unknown.) In April, the board 
authorized spending up to $675 per AF (or about $964 per AF including Bay-Delta conveyance 
losses) for dry-year transfers.2 General Manger Kightlinger previously indicated that MWD may 
draw from its ICS storage this year to meet its supply gap,3 which means that it may 
simultaneously pay to make system storage contributions into Lake Mead and withdraw water 
from its own ICS account. MWD staff did not explain why additional fallowing is not needed for 
MWD’s own use when it is also spending money on other water supplies. 
 
Following staff’s presentation, Director Peterson (Las Virgenes) expressed concern that the 
agreement may cause MWD to hit the limit (10 years) for its maximum PVID fallowing call. 
Kightlinger assured Peterson that under the agreement with Reclamation, CAWCD, and SNWA, 
MWD will not make the maximum fallowing call of 90%, but rather “in the range of 70%, 80%,” 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 For more information on the board approving north-of-Delta water transfers, see the Delegates’ Report starting on 
page one in the Water Authority’s April 2021 Supplemental Materials, found here: https://bit.ly/3v9agbQ  
3 MWD’s June 2021 WSDM report indicates that MWD has capacity to take about 100,000 AF from its ICS storage. 

https://bit.ly/3v9agbQ
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so the program will not contribute to the limit. In response to Director Lefevre (Torrance), 
Kightlinger said the additional conserved water is a “small measure” that will not “really help the 
slide in Lake Mead,” but is “a good show of cooperation” between MWD and its partners. Staff 
said a 246,600 AF contribution to Lake Mead would raise the elevation by “up to four feet.” 
California is required to make contributions to Lake Mead under the Drought Contingency Plan 
at an elevation of 1,045 feet, and staff reported Lake Mead could reach this level by 2023.  
 
Later, Manager of Colorado River Resources Hasencamp reported that water agencies from the 
Lower Colorado River Basin States, including MWD, will sign an agreement for “additional 
flexibility with ICS,” which allows one state to temporarily borrow capacity in another state’s 
ICS account. Hasencamp said MWD has “extra space” in its ICS account, so SNWA, which will 
likely reach its ICS capacity this year, may use MWD’s “space temporarily this year or next 
year.” Hasencamp also mentioned that MWD might start a “potential seasonal fallowing 
program” with the Quechan Indian Tribe by the end of 2021. (According to MWD’s June 2021 
WSDM report, MWD anticipates getting 6,000 AF of water from this fallowing program in 
2021.)  
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F&I Committee 

R. Record, Vice Chair 
S. Blois 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel 
S. G. Goldberg  
P. Hawkins 
F. Jung 
A. Ortega 
T. Quinn 
M. Ramos 
T. Smith 
S. Tamaribuchi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finance and Insurance Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

June 7, 2021  

9:00 a.m.  

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Finance and Insurance Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee may attend and 
participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee will not vote on matters before the Finance and 
Insurance Committee. 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Insurance 
Committee held May 10, 2021 

 
 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-1 Approve up to $1.594 million to purchase insurance coverage for 
Metropolitan’s Property and Casualty Insurance Program for fiscal 
year 2021/22; the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA  

Monday, June 7, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

12:00 PM Break 

12:30 PM WP&S 

2:30 PM C&L 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

Attachment 3, Page 1 of 27

http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/default.aspx
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 7-2 Approve Metropolitan's Statement of Investment Policy for fiscal year 

2021/22, delegate authority to the Treasurer to invest Metropolitan's 
funds for fiscal year 2021/22; the General Manager has determined 
that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 

 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Financing Overview for Bond Issuance  
   
 b. Quarterly Investment Activities Report 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 
 a. Chief Financial Officer’s report  

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

Attachment 3, Page 2 of 27
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10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 

are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 

Attachment 3, Page 3 of 27
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E&O Committee 

T. Smith, Chair 
Vacant,  V. Chair 
R. Apodaca  
S. Blois  
M. Camacho 
D. De Jesus 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel  
D. Galleano 
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
J. Murray Jr. 
G. Peterson 
H. Repenning 
H. Williams 
 
 

 

Engineering and Operations Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

June 7, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 

 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Engineering and Operations Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee may attend 
and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee will not vote on matters before the Engineering 
and Operations Committee. 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Engineering and 
Operations Committee held May 10, 2021 

 
 
 

  

Monday, June 7, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

12:00 PM Break 

12:30 PM WP&S 

2:30 PM C&L 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

 

Attachment 3, Page 4 of 27

http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/default.aspx
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-3 Authorize an agreement with Black & Veatch Corporation, Inc., in an 
amount not to exceed $8 million, for engineering and technical studies 
to support the environmental planning activities of the Regional 
Recycled Water Program; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

   
 7-4 Adopt resolution to support Metropolitan's $6,250,000 WaterSMART 

Title XVI WIIN Water Reclamation and Reuse grant application and 
authorize General Manager to accept funding and enter contract if 
awarded; the General Manager has determined that the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA  

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None  
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Capital Investment Plan Quarterly Report for period ending  
March 2021  

   
 b. Shutdown Planning at Metropolitan  
   
 c. Applications of Hydraulic Modeling  

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Water System Operations Manager’s report 
   
 b. Engineering Services Manager’s report 
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8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 

Attachment 3, Page 6 of 27
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WP&S Committee 

R. Atwater, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
G. Cordero 
D. De Jesus  
L. Dick 
S. G. Goldberg 
M. Hogan  
R. Lefevre 
M. Luna 
J. Morris 
M. Petersen 
G. Peterson 
B. Pressman 
R. Record 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

June 7, 2021 

12:30 pm. 

 
 
 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Water Planning and Stewardship Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee may attend and participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committees as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters within 
the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee held May 10, 2021 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-5 Review and consider the Santa Margarita Water District’s approved 
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Addendum and take related 
CEQA actions; and authorize the General Manager enter into an 
agreement with the Municipal Water District of Orange County and 
Santa Margarita Water District for the Las Flores Recycled Water 
Expansion Project 

Monday, June 7, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

12:00 PM Break 

12:30 PM WP&S 

2:30 PM C&L 

3:30 PM RP&AM 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

REVISION NO. 1 
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  June 7, 2021 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 2 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice: June 2, 2021 

 7-6 By a two-thirds vote, authorize the General Manager to make a 
payment of up to $780,800 for support of the Colorado River Board 
and Six Agency Committee for FY 2021/22; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA. [Two-thirds vote required]  

   
Subject 
Revised 

7-7 Review and approve changes to the start-of-operation timing for four 
Local Resources Program projects; and adopt CEQA determination 
that the environmental effects of the four Local Resources Program 
projects that are the subject of the proposed action were previously 
addressed in various CEQA documents and related actions, and that 
no further CEQA review is required; the General Manager has 
determined the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to 
CEQA.  

   
 7-8 Review and consider Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s approved Final 

PEIR and Addendum and take related CEQA actions, and authorize 
the General Manager to enter into a Stormwater for Recharge Pilot 
Agreement with Inland Empire Utilities Agency for the Montclair 
Basins Improvement Project  

   
Subject 
Revised 

7-9 Authorize General Manager to enter into an agreement with the U.S 
Bureau of Reclamation, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, 
and Southern Nevada Water Authority to:  (1) fund up to $8.8 million 
to conserve water from land fallowing programs; and (2) forebear up 
to 246,000246,600 acre-feet of conserved Colorado River water 
generated under the agreement; and adopt CEQA determination that 
the environmental effects of the fallowing programs that are the 
subject of the proposed action were previously addressed in various 
CEQA documents and related actions, and that no further CEQA 
review is required; the General Manager has determined the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA.  

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
  
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
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  June 7, 2021 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice: June 2, 2021 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

 9-2 Update on California Proposition 1 Water Storage Investment Program and 
Letter of intent to work with Inland Empire Utilities Agency on the Chino 
Basin Program 

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Water Supply Drought Management Report  
   
 b. Report on Storage Management Strategy and Implementation  
   
 c. Lower Colorado River Multi Species Conservation Program  

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Colorado River Matters 
   
 b. Water Resource Management Manager's report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
  

Attachment 3, Page 9 of 27



  June 7, 2021 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 4 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice: June 2, 2021 

 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 
 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 
meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.   
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Date of Notice: May 27, 2021 

 
 

C&L Committee 

G. Cordero, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
J. Butkiewicz 
D. Erdman 
D. Galleano  
M. Luna 
J. Morris 
J. Murray, Jr. 
G. Peterson 
T. Quinn 
R. Record  
H. Repenning 
T. Smith 

 
 
 
 

 

Communications and Legislation Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

June 7, 2021 

2:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                          Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Communications and Legislation Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of 
the Board who are not assigned to the Communications and Legislation Committee may attend and participate 
as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function 
of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the 
Communications and Legislation Committee will not vote on matters before the Communications and 
Legislation Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters 
within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Communications and 
Legislation Committee held May 10, 2021 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None  
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 

Monday, June 7, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

12:00 PM Break 

12:30 PM WP&S 

2:30 PM C&L 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Communications and Legislation  June 7, 2021  
Committee Agenda 
Page 2  
 
 

Date of Notice: May 27, 2021 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None  
 
 
 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Service Recognition of the Diamond Valley Lake Docents 
   
 b. Update on Metropolitan Website Redesign Project 
   
 c. Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 
   
 d. Report on activities from Sacramento 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT  

 
 a. External Affairs Management report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
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Communications and Legislation  June 7, 2021  
Committee Agenda 
Page 3  
 
 

Date of Notice: May 27, 2021 

 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  

Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may 
be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding 
on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 

meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's 
Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order 

to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the 
meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.  
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REVISED: Date of Notice: June 1, 2021 

 
 
L&C Committee 

L. Dick, Chair 
Vacant, Vice Chair 
R. Atwater 
M. Camacho 
A. Fellow 
S. G. Goldberg  
A. Kassakhian 
J. Murray, Jr. 
T. Phan 
R. Record  
T. Smith 
S. Tamaribuchi 

 

Legal and Claims Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

June 8, 2021 

9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Legal and Claims Committee meeting is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the 
Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims Committee may participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the 
committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Legal and Claims Committee. 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
2. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. General Counsel’s report of monthly activities 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Legal and Claims Committee meeting 
held May 11, 2021 

 
 

  

Tuesday, June 8, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM L&C 

10:00 AM OP&T 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board  

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

REVISION NO. 1 
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Legal and Claims Committee  June 8, 2021 
Agenda 
Page 2 

REVISED: Date of Notice: June 1, 2021 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

Subject 
Revised 

7-10 Adopt amendment to the Administrative Code establishing 
Metropolitan-specific parliamentary procedures; the General Manager 
has determined that the proposed action is exempt or not subject to 
CEQA Board Parliamentary Procedures 

   
 7-11 Update on CDWR Water Operations Cases, Sacramento County 

Super. Ct. Case No. JCCP 5117 and request for authorization to 
increase maximum amount payable in contract with Andrade 
Gonzalez LLP by $150,000 to an amount not to exceed $250,000; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt 
or otherwise not subject to CEQA 
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed 
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 
6. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 

 7. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
 a. Report on Imperial Irrigation District v. The Metropolitan Water District of 

Southern California, et al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 
19STCP01376 and pending appeal to California Court of Appeal, Second 
District; and Imperial Irrigation District v. The Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 0STCV46404 
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 
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Legal and Claims Committee  June 8, 2021 
Agenda 
Page 3 

REVISED: Date of Notice: June 1, 2021 

 b. Report on San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California, et al., San Francisco County Superior Court Case 
Nos. CPF-10-510830, CPF-12-512466, CPF-14-514004, CPF-16-515282, 
CPF-16-515391, CGC-17-563350, and CPF-18-516389; the appeals of the 
2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District 
Case Nos. A146901, A148266, A161144, and A162168, and California 
Supreme Court Case No. S243500; the petition for extraordinary writ in the 
2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District 
Case No. A155310; the petition for extraordinary writ in the second 2016 
action, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. A154325 
and California Supreme Court Case No. S251025; and the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California v. San Diego County Water Authority 
cross-complaints in the 2014 action and the first 2016 action. 
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Sections 54956.9(d)(1)] 

 
 
 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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REVISED: Date of Notice: June 3, 2021 

 
 
 
 

OP&T Committee 

J. Murray, Jr., Chair 
T. McCoy, Vice Chair 
S. Blois 
M. Camacho 
G. Cordero 
S. Faessel 
A. Fellow 
D. Galleano 
M. Hogan 
F. Jung 
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
A. Ortega 
G. Peterson 
T. Smith  
J. Solorio 
S. Tamaribuchi 
H. Williams 

 

 

Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

June 8, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee is 
noticed as a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the 
Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee may participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  
In order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee will not vote on matters 
before the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee. 
 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Organization, Personnel 
and Technology Committee held May 10, 2021 

 
 

  

Tuesday, June 8, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM L&C 

10:00 AM OP&T 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board  

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

REVISION NO. 1 
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Organization, Personnel and June 8, 2021 
Technology Committee Agenda 
Page 2 

REVISED: Date of Notice: June 3, 2021 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION

Added 7-13 Authorize an increase in the maximum amount payable under 
contract with Shaw Law Group by $150,000 to an amount not to 
exceed $550,000 to complete an independent review of allegations of 
systemic Equal Employment Opportunity related discrimination, 
harassment and retaliation, and related concerns; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA. 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION

None 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

None 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

a. Converting to a Hybrid Work Environment

b. Ethics Officer’s Monthly Update on Independent Review of Workplace
Concerns

c. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council Update
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Organization, Personnel and  June 8, 2021 
Technology Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice: June 3, 2021 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. Human Resources Manager’s report 
   
 b. Information Technology Manager’s report 
   
 c. Chief Administrative Officer Update  

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the 
Board of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will 
not take any final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is 
present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Board Meeting Agenda   May 9, 2017 
Page 1 
 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  June 4, 2021 

 

Regular Board Meeting  
June 8, 2021 

12:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                        700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
1. Call to Order 

   
 (a) Invocation:  Nathan Purkiss, External Affairs Group 
   
 (b) Pledge of Allegiance:  Director Randy Record,  

Eastern Municipal Water District 
   
   

2. Roll Call 
  

  
3. Determination of a Quorum 

  
  

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters 
within the Board’s jurisdiction.  (As required by Government Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

   
  

5. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
   
 A. Report on Directors’ events attended at Metropolitan expense for 

month of May 2021  
   
 B. Chairwoman's Monthly Activity Report 
   
 C. General Manager's summary of activities for the month of May 

2021 
   
 D. General Counsel’s summary of activities for the month of May 

2021 

Tuesday, June 8, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM L&C 

10:00 AM OP&T 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board  

REVISION NO. 2 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Board Meeting Agenda   June 8, 2021 
Page 2 
 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  June 4, 2021 

   
 E. General Auditor’s summary of activities for the month of May 

2021 
   
 F. Ethics Officer’s summary of activities for the month of May 2021 
   
 G. Presentation of 25-year Service Pin to Director Judy Abdo, 

representing the city of Santa Monica 
   
Added H. Induction of new Director Brenda Dennstedt from the Western 

Municipal Water District of Riverside County   
(a)  Received credentials 
(b)  Reported on credentials by General Counsel 
(c)  Filed credentials 
(d)  Administered Oath of Office 
(e)  Filed Oath 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Special Board Meetings of May 7 

and May 8, 2021 and the Meeting of May 11, 2021 
(Copies have been submitted to each Director) 
Any additions, corrections, or omissions 

   
 B. Approve committee assignments 

 
 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 7-1 Approve up to $1.594 million to purchase insurance coverage for 

Metropolitan’s Property and Casualty Insurance Program for 
fiscal year 2021/22; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
(F&I)  

   

 7-2 Approve Metropolitan's Statement of Investment Policy for fiscal 
year 2021/22, delegate authority to the Treasurer to invest 
Metropolitan's funds for fiscal year 2021/22; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA. (F&I) 
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  June 4, 2021 

 7-3 Authorize an agreement with Black & Veatch Corporation, Inc., 
in an amount not to exceed $8 million, for engineering and 
technical studies to support the environmental planning activities 
of the Regional Recycled Water Program; the General Manager 
has determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise 
not subject to CEQA. (E&O) 

   
 7-4 Adopt resolution to support Metropolitan's $6,250,000 

WaterSMART Title XVI WIIN Water Reclamation and Reuse 
grant application and authorize General Manager to accept 
funding and enter contract if awarded; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA. (E&O)  

   
 7-5 Review and consider the Santa Margarita Water District’s 

approved Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Addendum 
and take related CEQA actions; and authorize the General 
Manager enter into an agreement with the Municipal Water 
District of Orange County and Santa Margarita Water District for 
the Las Flores Recycled Water Expansion Project. (WP&S)  

   
 7-6 By a two-thirds vote, authorize the General Manager to make a 

payment of up to $780,800 for support of the Colorado River 
Board and Six Agency Committee for FY 2021/22; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA. (WP&S) [Two-thirds vote 
required] 

   
 7-7 Review and approve changes to the start-of-operation timing for 

four Local Resources Program projects; and adopt CEQA 
determination that the environmental effects of the four Local 
Resources Program projects that are the subject of the proposed 
action were previously addressed in various CEQA documents 
and related actions, and that no further CEQA review is required. 
(WP&S)  

   
 7-8  Review and consider Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s approved 

Final PEIR and Addendum and take related CEQA actions, and 
authorize the General Manager to enter into a Stormwater for 
Recharge Pilot Agreement with Inland Empire Utilities Agency 
for the Montclair Basins Improvement Project. (WP&S)  
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  June 4, 2021 

 7-9 Authorize General Manager to enter into an agreement with the 
U.S Bureau of Reclamation, Central Arizona Water Conservation 
District and Southern Nevada Water Authority to:  (1) fund up to 
$8.8 million to conserve water from land fallowing programs; and 
(2) forebear up to 246,600 acre-feet of conserved Colorado 
River water generated under the agreement; and adopt CEQA 
determination that the environmental effects of the fallowing 
programs that are the subject of the proposed action were 
previously addressed in various CEQA documents and related 
actions, and that no further CEQA review is required. (WP&S)  

   
 7-10 Adopt amendment to the Administrative Code establishing 

Metropolitan-specific parliamentary procedures; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
not subject to CEQA . (L&C)  

   
 7-11 Update on CDWR Water Operations Cases, Sacramento County 

Super. Ct. Case No. JCCP 5117 and request for authorization to 
increase maximum amount payable in contract with Andrade 
Gonzalez LLP by $150,000 to an amount not to exceed 
$250,000; the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
(L&C) 
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in 

closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)].  
   
 7-12 Withdrawn  

   
 7-13 Authorize an increase in the maximum amount payable under 

contract with Shaw Law Group by $150,000 to an amount not to 
exceed $550,000 to complete an independent review of 
allegations of systemic Equal Employment Opportunity related 
discrimination, harassment and retaliation, and related concerns; 
the General Manager has determined that the proposed action is 
exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. (OP&T)  

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 

8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 

   
  None  
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  June 4, 2021 

 
9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

   
 9-1 Update on Conservation Program  
   
 9-2 Update on California Proposition 1 Water Storage Investment 

Program and Letter of intent to work with Inland Empire Utilities 
Agency on the Chino Basin Program. (WP&S)  

 
 
 

10. OTHER BOARD MATTERS  
   
 10-1 Update on Upcoming Department Head Performance 

Evaluations Process 
   
 10-2 Receipt of Background Information and Discussion with 

Candidate  
[Public Employment Appointment; General Manager; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code 54957]  

   
 10-3 Approve New General Manager Employment Contract; the 

General Manager has determined that the proposed action is 
exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

 
 
 

11. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS  
 
 
 

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 

NOTE: Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or more 
committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation appears in 
parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may be obtained from 
the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 
available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of 
the requested service or accommodation.  
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Summary Report for 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 
June 8, 2021 

 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 
The Board: 

 
Approved up to $1.594 million to purchase insurance coverage for Metropolitan’s Property 
and Casualty Insurance Program to renew or replace all the expiring excess liability and 
specialty insurance policies for fiscal year 2021/22.  (Agenda Item 7-1) 
 
Approved the Statement of Investment Policy for fiscal year 2021/22; and delegated 
authority to the Treasurer to invest Metropolitan’s funds for fiscal year 2021/22.  
(Agenda Item 7-2) 
 
Authorized an agreement with Black & Veatch Corporation, Inc., in an amount not to exceed 
$8 million for engineering and technical studies to support environmental planning activities 
of the Regional Recycled Water Program.  (Agenda Item 7-3) 
 
Adopted the Board Resolution supporting the grant application, and authorized the General 
Manager to accept potential grant funding up to $6,250,000; delegated authority to the 
General Manager to enter into a grant contract with Reclamation, subject to the approval of 
the General Counsel, if awarded; agreed to fulfill the grant contract, including providing 
matching funds up to $18.75 million with existing funding; and stated that Metropolitan, if 
awarded a grant, will work with Reclamation to meet the established deadlines upon entering 
the cooperative agreement.  (Agenda Item 7-4) 
 
Reviewed and considered the Santa Margarita Water District’s approved Final Mitigated 
Negative Declaration and Addendum, adopted the Lead Agency’s findings and Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program related to the proposed action; and authorized the 
General Manager to enter into a Local Resources Program Agreement with the Municipal 
Water District of Orange County and Santa Margarita Water District for the Las Flores 
Recycled Water Expansion Project for up to 209 acre-feet per year.  (Agenda Item 7-5) 
 
By a two-thirds vote, authorized the General Manager to make payment of up to $780,800 
for support of the Colorado River Board and Six Agency Committee for FY 2021/22. 
(Agenda Item 7-6) 

  

Attachment 3, Page 25 of 27



-2- 
 
 

 
Adopted the CEQA determination that the previous environmental documentation acted on 
by the Board in conjunction with these LRP projects fully complies with CEQA and the State 
CEQA Guidelines, and that no further CEQA review is required; and reviewed and approved 
changes to the start-of-operation timing for four LRP projects included in Attachment 2 of 
the Board letter; and formally adopt the policy described in the board letter for evaluation for 
future LRP extension requests.  Future requests will require board approval.  
(Agenda Item 7-7) 
 
Reviewed and considered the Lead Agency’s approved Final EIR and Addendum and take 
related CEQA actions; and authorized the General Manager to enter into a Stormwater for 
Recharge Pilot Program Agreement with Inland Empire Utilities Agency for the construction 
and monitoring of the Montclair Basins Improvement Project.  (Agenda Item 7-8) 
 
Adopted the CEQA determination that the previous environmental documentation acted on 
by the Board in conjunction with these fallowing programs fully complies with CEQA and 
the State CEQA Guidelines, and that no further CEQA review is required, and authorized 
General Manager to enter into an agreement with Reclamation, CAWCD, and SNWA to 
generate up to 246,600 acre-feet of conserved Colorado River system water through 2024. 
(Agenda Item 7-9) 
 
(Agenda Item 7-10) Deferred to July meeting 
Adopt amendment to the Administrative Code establishing Metropolitan-specific 
parliamentary procedures. 
 
Authorized an increase in maximum amount payable in contract with Andrade Gonzalez LLP 
by $150,000 to an amount not to exceed $250,000 in the matter of CDWR Water Operations 
Cases.  (Agenda Item 7-11)  (Heard in closed session at committee) 
 
(Agenda Item 7-12) - Withdrawn 
 
Authorized an increase in the maximum amount payable under contract with Shaw Law 
Group by $150,000 to an amount not-to-exceed $550,000 to complete the independent 
review of allegations of systemic Equal Employment Opportunity related discrimination, 
harassment, and retaliation and related concerns.  (Agenda Item 7-13) 
 

 
OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION  
 
None. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
 
Presented 25-year Service Pin to Director Judy Abdo, representing the city of Santa Monica.  
(Agenda Item 5G) 
 

Attachment 3, Page 26 of 27



-3- 
 
 
Inducted Director Brenda Dennstedt representing the Western Municipal Water District of 
Riverside County.  (Agenda Item 5H) 
 
OTHER BOARD MATTERS 
 
Approved an employment contract with Mr. Adel Hagekhalil as General Manager, containing the 
terms and conditions set forth in the Board letter.  (Agenda Item 10-3) 
 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING. 
 
Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter 
Archive approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their 
attachments, please copy and paste the following into your browser:  
http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/search.aspx 

All current month materials, before they are moved to the Board Letter Archive, are available on 
the public website here: http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings 
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Federal Update 

For the San Diego County Water 

Authority Board of Directors 

 

 

June 22, 2021 

 

Rep. Peters’ OPRA Bill Passes the House  
 

Last week, Rep. Scott Peters’ legislation entitled the “Ocean Pollution Reduction Act II” (HR 
587) passed the House of Representatives.  The bill simplifies the City of San Diego’s required 
permitting process to operate the Point Loma Wastewater Treatment Plant and helps 
solidify the region’s water security and further reduce the amount of wastewater that flows 
into the ocean from the plant.  Its passage is a critical aspect of the City of San Diego’s Pure 
Water Program.  The bill will now be sent to the Senate for consideration.  
 

President Biden Releases FY 2022 Budget  
 

President Biden released his comprehensive Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 budget proposal.  This 
detailed proposal follows up on the FY 2022 ‘skinny budget’ outline that the Administration 
shared last month.  The President’s budget proposal is an annual exercise in which the 
Administration tells Congress how they propose to allocate all federal funding for the next 
fiscal year.  Ultimately, it is up to Congress to fund federal agencies as they see fit, and the 
release of the President's budget proposal is the action that kicks off the annual 
appropriations process.  Here are some highlights from the President’s FY 2022 budget 
proposal:  
 
Bureau of Reclamation 
 

• Overall proposed funding level: $1.5 billion (an increase of $137.1 million above FY21 
enacted level) 

• Reclamation’s budget highlights the following priorities: 
o Increase Water Reliability and Resilience  
o Support Racial and Economic Equity 
o Enhance Water Conservation and Climate Resilience 
o Modernize Infrastructure 

• WaterSMART: $54.1 million (a decrease of $94.8 million below the FY21 enacted 
level)  

o WaterSMART grants: $15 million  
o Basin Studies Program: $13.5 million 
o Title XVI Water Reclamation and Reuse Program: $4.5 million 
o Water Conservation Field Services Program: $2.3 million 
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o Cooperative Watershed Management Program: $2.3 million 
o Drought Response program: $16.5 million 

• $1 million in seed funding for a new Aging Infrastructure account 
 
Environmental Protection Agency  
 

• Overall proposed funding level: $11.2 billion (an increase of $2 billion above FY21 
enacted level)  

• EPA’s budget highlights the following priorities: 
o Rebuilding infrastructure and creating jobs 
o Protecting public health  
o Tackling the climate crisis with the urgency science demands  
o Advancing environmental justice and civil rights  
o Supporting states, tribes and regional offices  
o Prioritizing science and enhancing the workforce  

• Clean Water State Revolving Fund: $1.871 billion (an increase of $232 million above 
the FY21 enacted level)  

• Drinking Water State Revolving Fund: $1.358 billion (an increase of $232 million 
above the FY21 enacted level)  

• Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) Program: $80 million 
• America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 (AWIA): A combined $90 million across 

four program projects: 
o Drinking Water Infrastructure Resilience 
o Sewer Overflow Control Grants 
o Technical Assistance for Treatment Works 
o Water Infrastructure and Workforce Investment  

• Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act of 2016 (WIIN):  
o $81.5 million for the Reducing Lead in Drinking Water grant 
o $41.4 million for the Safe Water for Small and Disadvantaged Communities 

grant program 
o $36.5 million for the voluntary Lead Testing in School grant program for 

schools and childcare facilities.  

 
Update on Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program  
 

The Department of Health and Human Services Administration for Children and Families 
(ACF) announced that it is officially launching the Low-Income Household Water Assistance 
Program (LIHWAP).  LIWHAP is a new grant program that was created to provide low-
income households with federal funding to pay for drinking water and wastewater 
services.  There was $638 million for LIHWAP included in the December 2020 COVID relief 
bill passed by Congress and an additional $500 million in the American Rescue Plan.  ACF 
announced its first allocation of funding to states and tribes in the amount of $166.6 million.  
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Biden Administration Releases First Regulatory Agenda  
 

The Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs has released President Biden’s first Unified 
Regulatory Agenda.  This agenda is a roadmap for which federal rules and regulations the 
agencies will be targeting over the next 6 months.  Typically, the unified regulatory agenda 
is published twice a year.  The agenda continues to demonstrate this Administration’s 
emphasis on the economy, climate change, and equity.  Specifically related to water, EPA will 
look to write and finalize a new lead and copper rule, as well as work to finalize a rule 
regarding the monitoring of certain PFAS. One rule that was not included in this agenda is 
the WOTUS rule.  This likely means that the Administration does not anticipate that it will 
take further action on this rule in 2021.  Additionally, the Fish and Wildlife Service will work 
on multiple aspects of the Endangered Species Act and it is anticipated that new rules would 
reverse Trump administration policies including regulations for listing species and 
designating critical habitat.  
  

Administration Nominations and Personnel  
 

Department of the Interior 
• On June 17th, the Senate approved the nomination of Tanya Trujillo to serve as the 

Assistant Secretary for the Office of Water and Science.  Tanya is currently serving as 
the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Office of Water and Science.    

• On June 18th, President Biden announced his intent to nominate Camille Touton to 
serve as the Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation.  Camille is currently serving 
as the Deputy Commissioner at Reclamation.  The Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee has yet to set a date for her hearing.   

 

Environmental Protection Agency 
• On June 17th, the Senate approved the nomination of Radhika Fox to serve as the 

Assistant Secretary for Water.  Radhika is currently serving as the Acting Assistant 
Administrator for Water.      

 

Federal Agency Actions  
 

Reclamation Names Lead to Head Efforts to Update Colorado River Operating 
Guidelines.  The Bureau of Reclamation announced that Carly Jerla will lead the Department 
of the Interior's efforts to develop updated operating rules for Colorado River reservoirs. 
There are a number of operating rules and agreements within the United States and with the 
Republic of Mexico expire at the end of 2025.  Jerla joined Reclamation in 2005 as a graduate 
student at the University of Colorado’s Center for Advanced Decision Support for Water and 
Environmental Systems (CADSWES) in Boulder, Colorado. Currently, she leads a Modeling 
and Research Team based at CADSWES, which has responsibility for research and 
development of modeling applications and decision support for water operations and 
planning in the Colorado River Basin.  
 
EPA Delays Effective Date of Lead and Copper Rule.  EPA has again delayed the effective 
date of the Lead and Copper rule that was finalized during the Trump Administration.  The 
original effective date was June 17th and EPA has now pushed it back until December 16th.  
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This move aligns with the Administration’s recent inclusion of the Lead and Copper rule on 
its first unified regulatory agenda.    
 
EPA/Corps Announce Intent to Revise WOTUS Rule.  The EPA and the Army Corps of 
Engineers announced their intent to revise the current definition of “Waters of the US” 
(WOTUS), better known as the WOTUS rule. The process will most likely begin in 2022. The 
WOTUS rule was first updated during the Obama Administration.  Later, the Trump 
Administration issued an Executive Order that directed EPA and the Corps to rescind the 
WOTUS rule and to draft a new rule.  In 2020, the Trump Administration finalized its new 
rule, now entitled the “Navigable Waters Protection Rule.”  When President Biden took office, 
he issued an Executive Order directing all federal agencies to review rules issued during the 
previous Administration.  
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