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Water Authority Holds Virtual Meetings with Decision Makers 
in Washington, D.C.   
 

Over the past month, Water Authority Board officers, LPO Committee officers, and Water 
Authority staff have held several virtual meetings with Members of the San Diego 
Congressional delegation, as well as federal agency officials including: 
 

• Rep. Mike Levin 
• Rep. Scott Peters 
• Rep. Sara Jacobs  
• Bureau of Reclamation Deputy Commissioner Camille Touton  

 

During these virtual meetings, the Water Authority raised several issues with the 
congressional delegation such as the Water Authority’s needs in an upcoming infrastructure 
package and the Water Authority’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  At the Bureau of 
Reclamation, the discussion focused on the drought in the West, the storage of water in Lake 
Mead, and the regional conveyance system.   
 

Rep. Huffman Reintroduces FUTURES Act  
 

Rep. Jared Huffman (D-CA) has reintroduced his legislation from last Congress to address 
Western water infrastructure and drought resiliency called the FUTURES Act (H.R. 
3404).  This bill would develop more resilient water infrastructure, expand the use of 
modern water management tools and technologies, and assist underserved areas in meeting 
their drinking water needs, focusing on the following four major goals: 
 

• Infrastructure Development: Authorization of $750 million in water storage projects, 
$500 million for water recycling and reuse projects, and $260 million for desalination 
projects.  

• Improved Technology and Data: Investments in water data and technology to 
improve water management and reduce energy and water waste.  

• Ecosystem Protection and Restoration: Advances measures to reverse fish and 
wildlife decline in western United States.  
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• Water Job Training and Education: Provides federal support for water education 
activities, collaborative water management efforts, and training and professional 
development support for the water sector workforce.  
 

The bill also includes language from several legislative proposals that have been introduced 
in the House of Representatives including:  
 

• Rep. Grace Napolitano’s Water Recycling Investment and Improvement Act 
• Rep. Mike Levin’s Desalination Development Act, and 
• Language from Rep. Mike Thompson’s GREEN Act that would address the issue of the 

tax-exempt status of water conservation rebates 
 
As a reminder, in the last Congress, the FUTRES Act was included in the larger infrastructure 
package that passed the House in the summer of 2020 entitled the “Moving Forward Act” 
(H.R. 2).   
  

House Subcommittee Holds Drought Hearing  
 

On May 24th, the House Natural Resources Committee Water, Oceans, and Wildlife 
subcommittee held an oversight hearing entitled “The Status of Drought Conditions 
Throughout the Western United States”.  The hearing focused on the impacts of the drought, 
how climate change is contributing to the drought, and both short- and long-term solutions.   
 
The following individuals served as witnesses at the hearing:  
 
Panel One: Government Witnesses  

• Elizabeth Klein, Senior Counselor to the Secretary, Department of the Interior 
• Craig McLean, Acting Chief Scientist, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration  
• Joaquin Esquivel, Chair, California State Water Resources Control Board 
• Amy Cordalis, Counsel, Yurok Tribe and Principal, Ridges to Riffles Conservation 

Fund  
• Craig Foss, State Forester, Idaho Department of Lands  

Panel Two: Expert Witnesses 
• John Entsminger, General Manager, Southern Nevada Water Authority 
• Dan Keppen, Executive Director, Family Farm Alliance  
• Michael R. Markus, General Manager, Orange County Water District  
• Tom Collishaw, President/CEO, Self-Help Enterprises 

 

Treasury Department Announces Allocations for COVID-19 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds  
 

The American Rescue Plan, which was passed by Congress and signed into law by President 
Biden in March, included $350 billion in funding for state and local governments in the State 
and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund.  The law states that every state, county, and city, regardless 
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of size, will receive funding from this program.  Earlier this month, the Treasury Department 
released both the allocation amounts and guidance regarding this funding.  States and local 
governments will receive this funding in two allocations: 50% now and the other 50% 12 
months from now.  One of the eligible uses of these fund are to make necessary investments 
to improve access to clean drinking water and support vital wastewater and stormwater 
infrastructure. Additionally, local governments can suballocate their funds to special 
purpose units of government located within their jurisdictions.   
 
Allocations for counties can be found HERE.  Allocations for cities can be found HERE. 
  
Administration Nominations and Personnel  
 

Department of the Interior: On May 27th, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee is scheduled to vote on the nomination of Tanya Trujillo to serve as the Assistant 
Secretary for the Office of Water and Science.  Tanya is currently serving as the Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Office of Water and Science.    
 

Environmental Protection Agency: On May 26th, the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee is set to vote on the nomination of Radhika Fox to serve as the Assistant 
Secretary for Water.  Radhika is currently serving as the Acting Assistant Administrator for 
Water.      
 

Federal Grant Announcements  
 

Reclamation Awards Funding for Snow Water Supply Forecasting Projects.  The Bureau 
of Reclamation is providing $2.5 million for 12 projects to advance snow measurement 
technology development, demonstration, and application to improve water supply 
forecasting. Four projects will include partner contributions of $720,000.  The full grant 
award announcement can be found HERE.  
 

Federal Agency Actions  
 

Reclamation Seeks Comments on WaterSMART Programs.  The Bureau of Reclamation 
is seeking comments on proposed changes to several WaterSMART programs in 2022. 
Reclamation proposes updates to the eligibility requirements and evaluation criteria for the 
Drought Resiliency Projects and Water and Energy Efficiency Grants funding opportunities. 
Reclamation is also launching a new funding opportunity for Environmental Water 
Resources Projects. This new funding opportunity will focus on projects that have 
environmental benefits, are developed as part of a collaborative process, and may be eligible 
for up to 75% federal funding.  Comments are due June 4th.  
 
White House Launches Drought Relief Working Group.  The Biden-Harris administration 
recently announced the formation of an Interagency Working Group to address worsening 
drought conditions and ongoing water shortages, particularly in the Western United States.  
The Working Group will be co-chaired by the Departments of the Interior and Agriculture 
and will work in partnership with state, local, and Tribal governments. The full 
announcement can be found HERE.   

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/fiscalrecoveryfunds_countyfunding_2021.05.10-1a-508A.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/fiscalrecoveryfunds-metrocitiesfunding1-508A.pdf
https://www.usbr.gov/research/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjEuMzkyMDA2MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53aGl0ZWhvdXNlLmdvdi9icmllZmluZy1yb29tL3N0YXRlbWVudHMtcmVsZWFzZXMvMjAyMS8wNC8yMS9yZWFkb3V0LW9mLXRoZS10aGlyZC1uYXRpb25hbC1jbGltYXRlLXRhc2stZm9yY2UtbWVldGluZy8ifQ.akpXRfL32bxvrP2SsfKrUIP9iyBZWpHlkWj3EmCLhfI/s/912070765/br/103582061868-l
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Bureau of Reclamation Transmits First Asset Management Report to Congress. 
Required by the Transparency Act, the Bureau of Reclamation recently provided Congress 
with a detailed assessment of major rehabilitation and replacement (MR&R) needs, 
categorization of the importance of these repair needs, and regular reporting of information 
related to Reclamation’s investments in infrastructure.  The full report can be accessed 
HERE.   
 
EPA Announces Creation of New PFAS Council.  Administrator Regan announced that the 
EPA will create a new PFAS council that will focus on building on EPA’s ongoing work to 
better understand and ultimately reduce the potential risks caused by these chemicals. 
Radhika Fox, Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator in the Office of Water, was named as 
one of the council co-chairs.   
 
FAA Drone Rules Go into Effect.  The Federal Aviation Administration has announced that 
its final rules for remotely identifying drones and allowing operators of small drones to fly 
over people and at night under certain conditions are now in effect.   The Remote ID rule can 
be found HERE and the Operations Over People Rule can be found HERE.    
 
 
  

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUbdf3RSRe29GkMis6MbCj8eNk5SWRoiZpqattKcNGgTa_aeq_Lbs1MH5dIyOruUftwXbz11hDBqUOsUOuSMPQ80ZM7Z-2F681vDPkD28wEzdrTzqvXqOHQkBBV6ZWhErUyxDsOGyAG2vBUxDRG7kLYU9kCXCq2kjtqDrLM82xmTkhLcpn-2FsGsXRz-2F1dJgeW1J8BJwARL0FWe3NZDgxLFuVLsqeot3qqkCgigQzOCRbLUsweLdJfhsLopvF202ThFE8DyBJgOjNV5NLPhJGeHH0lOUZAaRk6O3AvHpwrZp7gUt98NeSg2CTWd0iWPgCp2z8JWChlvQjZUzCbEc1B1-2F-2BhnG-2BVgsy-2BKj-2BCssx0m7-2F8j71CHfjDhFbC0OQuF2HZhqYGwhd3HGboKmMxaJ8l92AOPAFwUO8-3D
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjEuMzkxNzIzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy1pbnNwZWN0aW9uLmZlZGVyYWxyZWdpc3Rlci5nb3YvMjAyMS0wNDg4Mi5wZGYifQ.-m49BHtMkEFJ9RP6OrX8J8LTYoOTn2pGaVEjk34tJFA/s/1113347601/br/103411532515-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjEuMzkxNzIzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy1pbnNwZWN0aW9uLmZlZGVyYWxyZWdpc3Rlci5nb3YvMjAyMS0wNDg4MS5wZGYifQ.YDDWgBk1Rt9v-JgQC7Xa05w7nXFR2Tb5vALrMZI7064/s/1113347601/br/103411532515-l


 

 
 
May 26, 2021 
 
Attention: Imported Water Committee              
 
Metropolitan Water District Delegates’ Report.  (Information)1  
 
Purpose 
This report summarizes activities of interest at the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) 
committee and board meetings in May. The MWD board met on May 7, 8, 10, 11, and 25, 2021. 
The MWD board will meet next on June 7 and 8. 
 
Discussion 
The Water Authority Delegates (Delegates) supported 12 of 13 items approved by the MWD 
board at its May 2021 meetings.2 MWD items of interest to the Water Authority include:  

• Held closed sessions related to general manager candidates; 
• Approved and authorized distribution of Appendix A for use in the issuance and 

remarketing of bonds, which the Delegates did not support; and 
• Adopted the 2020 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), Appendix 11 Addendum to 

the 2015 UWMP, Water Shortage Contingency Plan, and their corresponding resolutions 
for submittal to the State of California. 

 
On May 7 and 8, the Board held special meetings and went into closed session to consider 
candidates for the general manager position. Later, Director Ortega (San Fernando) referred to 
“issues that came up” in closed session regarding the general manager selection’s decision-
making process and requested a future “forensics” agenda item to discuss how to address those 
issues in future processes. At the May 11 board meeting, Ortega noted that Chairwoman Gray’s 
(West Basin) written report is not publicly available and asked whether she included “the hiring 
of the special counsel for our special session to select a general manager” in her report.  
 
During the Finance and Insurance Committee meeting, the Board discussed Appendix A to 
MWD’s Official Statement. Director Goldberg expressed the Delegates’ hope that MWD will 
address a variety of financial issues, which were described in their letter commenting on and 
opposing Appendix A,3 through the 2020 Integrated Water Resources Plan update and rate 
review processes. At the subsequent day’s board meeting, the Delegates opposed approval and 
distribution of Appendix A because, among other concerns, it does not fairly disclose the factors 
driving reduced demand for MWD water or associated financial impacts.4 The Committee also 
discussed draft guiding principles for the ongoing rate review process and received a 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 Director Smith recused himself on an item to authorize an increase of $350,000 to an agreement with Black and 
Veatch, Inc. for a new not to exceed amount of $1,250,000 for engineering support.  
3 The Delegates May 9, 2021, letter to the MWD board Chair and board commenting on the draft Appendix A is 
found here: https://bit.ly/3hw0Ggb  
4 MWD’s May 11, 2021, response is found here: https://bit.ly/3hu0YEd  

https://bit.ly/3hw0Ggb
https://bit.ly/3hu0YEd
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presentation on the fiscal year 2021 third quarter financial review. Attachment 1 summarizes 
these presentations and their discussions.  
 
At the Water Planning and Stewardship (WP&S) Committee meeting, staff discussed the dry 
conditions affecting MWD’s imported supplies and MWD’s associated Water Surplus and 
Drought Management actions. After starting the year with historic dry-year storage of about 3.2 
million acre-feet, with member agencies’ demand on MWD exceeding available MWD imported 
water supplies, MWD forecasts a 556,000-acre-foot supply gap. As a result, MWD projects it 
will end calendar year 2021 with 2.6 million acre-feet in dry-year storage. To manage limited 
State Water Project supplies due to the 5% Table A allocation (which equates to 96,000 acre-feet 
of supplies to MWD) and to ensure MWD’s State Water Project “exclusive” service areas have 
adequate supplies, the board approved a pilot program in which MWD would provide credit to 
offset increased costs incurred by a member agency shifting deliveries, at MWD’s request, to 
different MWD service connections during calendar years 2021 and 2022.  
 
The WP&S Committee also discussed the 2020 UWMP, Appendix 11 to the 2015 UWMP, and 
Water Shortage Contingency Plan. Director Hogan noted the Water Authority’s prior comment 
letters5 and expressed the Delegates’ support for adoption subject to the objections made by 
General Counsel Hattam in his May 9, 2021, letter.6 The Water Authority objects to the 
mischaracterization of its exchange supplies as MWD’s supplies, rather than independent local 
supplies; failure to recognize member agencies’ preferential rights to water; and the notion that 
for MWD’s service area, “reduced reliance on supplies from the Delta watershed can only be 
correctly accounted at the regional level,” which can obscure actions that increase demand on the 
Bay-Delta. Hattam also reiterated the Delegates’ request that MWD review and update its 
policies surrounding the Bay-Delta. 
 
Lastly, the WP&S Committee discussed potential refinements to the performance provisions in 
MWD’s Local Resources Program (LRP). MWD terminates LRP agreements if projects do not 
start operation and deliveries within four fiscal years of the agreement being executed. Some 
member agencies have faced or expect to face challenges in meeting this deadline due to 
COVID-19 related impacts, customer-related delays, and other issues. Staff is proposing 
revisions to the LRP that would delegate authority to the General Manager to extend a project’s 
start-of-operation date by up to three years for “good cause.” Hogan said he wanted to ensure 
when staff returns with the recommended changes that the definition of “good cause” is clear so 
extension criteria will be applied consistently across agencies. He expressed his strong support 
for the item if it includes clear, well-defined, and consistently applied criteria. 
 
The Organization, Personnel, and Technology Committee received an update on the independent 
review of workplace concerns and discussed issues related to firearms on MWD property. The 

 
5 General Counsel Hattam’s April 11, 2021, letter to MWD is found here: https://bit.ly/2ORHJbE; General Manager 
Kerl’s April 11, 2021, letter to MWD is found here: https://bit.ly/3adbX0a; MWD General Counsel Scully’s April 
23, 2021, response is found here: https://bit.ly/3uJ9umr; Hattam’s April 29, 2021, letter is found here: 
https://bit.ly/33DXC9v; Scully’s May 3, 2021, response to Hattam is found here: https://bit.ly/2Rb3GDK  
6 Hattam’s May 9, 2021, letter to MWD is found here: https://bit.ly/3uB5QuO 
 

https://bit.ly/2ORHJbE
https://bit.ly/3adbX0a
https://bit.ly/3uJ9umr
https://bit.ly/33DXC9v
https://bit.ly/2Rb3GDK
https://bit.ly/3uB5QuO
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Communications and Legislation Committee received an update on legislative efforts associated 
with equal employment opportunity concerns at MWD. Attachment 2 summarizes these items.  
 
Attachment 3 is a copy of MWD’s May 2021 committee and board meeting agendas and board 
summary. 
 
Prepared by: Megan Couch, Management Analyst  
Reviewed by: Communications and Legislation Committee by Tim Smith  
  Engineering and Operations Committee by Tim Smith  

Finance and Insurance Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith   
  Legal and Claims Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith  
  Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee by Michael Hogan &Tim 

Smith   
  Real Property and Asset Management Committee by Michael Hogan & Tim 

Smith 
  Water Planning and Stewardship Committee by Gail Goldberg & Michael Hogan 
    
Attachments:  
     
Attachment 1 – Discussion Summary of Financial Matters  
Attachment 2 – Discussion Summary of Organizational Culture and Equal Employment 

Opportunity Issues 
Attachment 3 – MWD’s committee and board meeting agendas dated May 7, 8, 10, and 11, 2021 

and board summary dated May 11, 2021 
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Discussion Summary of Financial Matters1 

 
During its May 2021 meeting, the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) Finance and Insurance 
Committee discussed MWD’s draft rate refinement structure guiding principles and a financial 
report for the third quarter of fiscal year 2021. 
 
The Committee reviewed the draft rate structure framework “guiding principles” discussed by 
MWD and member agency staff as part of the rate review process.2 Staff aims to incorporate 
Committee feedback and seek board approval of the principles and review a demand 
management cost recovery mechanism in June.3 The draft principles state that MWD’s rate 
structure framework should: 

1. “Be fair, equitable, and transparent 
2. Meet applicable legal requirements 
3. Follow cost of service principles 
4. Provide rate and revenue stability under changing collective demand characteristics and 

coverage of its costs 
5. Protect the long-term fiscal integrity of Metropolitan and maintain its strong bond ratings 
6. Be reasonably simple, logically structured, and easy to understand 
7. Encourage prudent water management actions that recognize both local and regional 

benefits, consistent with the Integrated Resources Plan 
8. Any water shortage allocation should be based on need and addressed through pricing 

mechanisms” 
 
Although the Delegates and Water Authority support most of the framework, Director Smith 
requested principle 8 be removed since it is not related to the rate structure and should be 
discussed at the Water Supply Allocation Plan programmatic level. He also suggested that 
principle 7 remove reference to the Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP), since it is still being 
updated. Kasaine said the principles aim to encourage actions that capture both local and 
regional benefits consistent with any IRP regardless of when the IRP was last updated. Director 
Ortega (San Fernando) agreed with Smith, saying that the principles should reflect the 2020 IRP 
update and supply gap, which has not yet been identified. 
 
Staff also presented MWD’s third quarter financial review for fiscal year 2021. Staff reported 
that treated water sales are 60,200 acre-feet ($65.2 million) below budget.4 This is partially 
offset by untreated sales and exchanges tracking 15,300 acre-feet ($11.3 million) and 6,900 acre-
feet ($14.2 million) over budget, respectively. Expenditures are tracking nearly $134 million 
under budget despite projected increased supply program costs of $21 million for dry-year 
transfer supplies. This is primarily due to reduced State Water Contract power costs that account 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 For more discussion about the process, see the memo titled “Metropolitan Water District’s rate review update” 
starting on page 31 of the Water Authority’s April 22, 2021, Board materials: https://bit.ly/2Q85ZH1  
3 For more discussion about the demand management cost recovery options presented to the work group and board, 
see the memo titled “Metropolitan Water District Delegates’ Report” starting on page 1 of the Water Authority’s 
April 22, 2021, supplemental Board materials: https://bit.ly/2R2Jbt3  
4 In April 2020, MWD reduced its overall rate increase recommendation from 5% to 3% for calendar year 2021 by 
adjusting its water sales assumptions by shifting 50,000 acre-feet of untreated water sales to treated water sales.  

https://bit.ly/2Q85ZH1
https://bit.ly/2R2Jbt3


  Attachment 1 
Page 2 of 2 

 
for $106.5 million in savings. (MWD’s budget is based on a State Water Project allocation of 
50%, while the 2021 allocation is at 5%. Although portions of MWD’s State Water Contract 
costs are fixed, there are also variable costs based on deliveries, like power costs.) There are also 
projected cost savings from lower Colorado River Aqueduct power, debt service, departmental, 
and Regional Recycled Water Program costs.  
 
Overall, staff expects MWD to end fiscal year 2021 with net revenues of $85.3 million and 
unrestricted reserves at $510.4 million, about $73.3 million above the budget estimate. (In 
September 2020, staff cautioned the Board against passing $11.7 million in projected cost 
containment savings onto ratepayers by reducing the 2021 rate increases due to concern that 
MWD’s sales would fall below budget and MWD would need to make unbudgeted withdrawals 
from its reserves.) 
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Discussion Summary of Organizational Culture and  

Equal Employment Opportunity Issues1 
 

Since June 2020, Metropolitan Water District (MWD) employees and union representatives have 
provided public comment during board and committee meetings to express their concerns with 
MWD’s work environment, including issues related to favoritism, nepotism, harassment, sexual 
assault, and retaliation along with issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion (DE&I). This month, 
there were several items related to these Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) issues, 
including: 

• The Shaw Law Group (Shaw) independent review of workplace concerns; 
• Firearms on MWD property; and  
• Legislative efforts to reform MWD’s EEO processes.  

 
Shaw Review  
The Organization, Personnel, and Technology (OP&T) Committee received an update on the 
Ethics Office independent review. Ethics Officer Salinas reported that Shaw interviewed 175 
employees. Shaw plans to interview additional employees, analyze documents, and present its 
report with findings and recommendations to the OP&T Committee in July. During the 
subsequent day’s board meeting, Salinas said Shaw will contact board members to give them the 
opportunity to be interviewed.   
 
Following the presentation, OP&T Committee Chair Murray (Los Angeles) noted that MWD 
contracted with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher (Gibson Dunn) on March 3, 2021, “to provide legal 
and strategic services having to do with harassment, discrimination, retaliation—in other words, 
many of those same things that the Shaw group is actually conducting its independent review 
about.” Murray pointed out that the board had directed the Ethics Office—rather than the 
General Counsel’s or General Manager’s office—to oversee the independent review and report 
directly to the board. (In November 2020, after learning that the General Counsel had hired an 
outside counsel “to conduct and administer a climate review to address allegations of EEO-based 
systemic discrimination, harassment and retaliation,” the board let staff know that “parallel” 
investigations would cause “complication and ambiguity.” Subsequently, the General Counsel’s 
Office terminated this contract.) Murray asked General Manager Kightlinger if there is a conflict 
between Gibson Dunn’s work and the Shaw review. Kightlinger said Gibson Dunn was retained 
to help staff draft policies based on Shaw’s recommendations, but the Gibson Dunn contract is 
on hold until Shaw publishes its report.  
 
Responding to Director Smith’s question about a separate contract with Mercury Public Affairs 
(Mercury) for a $50,000 flat fee each month, Assistant General Manager and Chief External 
Affairs Officer Zinke said that Mercury would assist with response “to some of the 
communications issues around the employee concerns on harassment [and] discrimination for the 
board.” Zinke said staff also wanted to be responsive to media, local government, and legislative 
“interest.” She added that the Mercury contract is “in abeyance for the next 60 days” since it will 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
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help MWD implement the board’s actions in response to the Shaw review. Smith requested a 
copy of the Mercury contract’s scope of services be sent to the board. 
 
In response to Director Hogan’s questions about whether the Gibson Dunn contract is on hold 
until the Shaw review is complete and whether its purpose is to assist with policy revisions after 
the Shaw review is complete, Kightlinger answered “yes, that’s what I said.” (In April, 
Kightlinger said he contracted Gibson Dunn, who had experience in DE&I issues, “to take a look 
at some of the items…we can do in the meantime while we’re still awaiting a final Shaw report,” 
and this was “unrelated to EEO work.”)  
 
In response to Director Ramos (Burbank) asking if the Shaw scope included recommending 
policy changes, Salinas said Shaw would make recommendations based on whether MWD uses 
best practices to deal with personnel issues. Ramos said she did not want Gibson Dunn and Shaw 
to develop “two different paths” to address MWD’s EEO issues. Kightlinger said “they are not 
doing parallel work” and MWD “will not get conflicting reports.” Salinas added that he “didn’t 
believe that [Shaw] will be re-drafting [MWD’s] policies.” Ramos noted that the Gibson Dunn 
contract is not-to-exceed $245,000 and asked how much money MWD had spent so far. 
Kightlinger answered that he did not know; Ramos requested that amount.  
 
Director Ortega (San Fernando) asked Kightlinger how it was determined that Gibson Dunn had 
“the right expertise to address whatever gaps there are in our policies” since the Shaw report and 
its recommendations have yet to be provided. Kightlinger said he anticipated that Shaw’s 
findings “will be related to human resources, governance, oversight, and actions and [Gibson 
Dunn] has experience in that,” including in “corporate” and “other fields.” Ortega asked 
Kightlinger why he did not let the new general manager respond to the Shaw report. Kightlinger 
replied that he hired Gibson Dunn in March, at which time Shaw planned to provide its report 
while he was still general manager in May (the new general manager was expected to come on 
board in May or June). However, due to the extended timeline for the report, the new general 
manager will oversee the response to the report findings and recommendations.  
 
Firearms on MWD Property 
Next, in response to a request by Murray, Assistant General Manager and Chief Administrative 
Officer Chapman presented on issues relating to firearms on MWD property. In April, staff 
presented on an investigation and suicide of an MWD employee at a desert housing facility in 
July 2019.2 MWD allows employees that live in district housing to keep firearms in their homes. 
Three MWD desert facilities—Gene, Iron Eagle, and Hinds pumping plants—have recreational 
shooting ranges for MWD employees. Chapman said changing the MWD lease agreements, 
which do not prohibit firearms in MWD housing, and removing MWD shooting ranges could be 
a “bargaining matter” with the employee unions. He added that for the shooting ranges, MWD 

 
2 The incident was reported in the February 12, 2021, Los Angeles Times article describing some of the sexual 
harassment and retaliation allegations by MWD employees and further detailed in a March 18 article. 
The February 12, 2021, Los Angeles Times article ‘They thought I was so low’: Women say they were harassed, 
bullied, ignored at powerful water agency is found here: https://lat.ms/3uVbdEV 
The March 18, 2021, Los Angeles Times article He was the king of water in the desert. His abusive reign revealed a 
troubling culture is found here: https://lat.ms/3sokovK 

https://lat.ms/3uVbdEV
https://lat.ms/3sokovK
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“should at least meet” county commercial shooting range regulations, which staff is “looking 
into.”  
 
Following the presentation, Ramos suggested that MWD require employees with firearms in 
district housing to follow certain rules in the lease agreement, including requiring employees to 
be trained and certified to use the firearm(s), register their firearm(s), safely store the firearm(s) 
and ammunition, and ensure their firearm(s) and ammunition are legal. Chapman said the lease 
agreements do not include those requirements and staff is revising them. Ramos added that 
MWD should immediately implement safety guidelines at the MWD shooting ranges. Chapman 
confirmed there are no guidelines and agreed with Ramos’ recommendation. Later, Director 
Abdo (Santa Monica) agreed that changes should be made immediately, including “stronger 
rules,” and Ramos added that the regulations she suggested are already required by California 
law. 
 
Director Lefevre (Torrance) said MWD should “be careful putting in too many restrictions” on 
firearms since employees may perceive them as a violation of their “rights.” Later, Director 
Peterson (Las Virgenes) said there are not many activities at the desert facilities, and MWD 
would “get a lot of kickback from the union” if it removed the ranges.  
 
Ortega followed up on a suggestion from the April OP&T Committee meeting for staff to review 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) and Southern California Edison 
(Edison) policies related to firearms. Chapman said Edison does not provide employee housing, 
and LADWP does not allow firearms in LADWP housing. Chapman added “that may be an 
issue, if [LADWP] were to be challenged.”   
 
Murray expressed concerned for MWD employee safety and said MWD will be held liable if an 
employee or other individual is hurt at “a range that has been authorized and approved by 
[MWD].” He requested that staff present more information and recommendations to the OP&T 
Committee in June 2021. Ortega requested that MWD staff and the board work with the MWD 
employee unions on these issues.  
 
Legislative Efforts  
At the Communications and Legislation Committee meeting, staff presented an update on the 
request by Los Angeles County Assemblymember Gipson and 19 other legislators for the Joint 
Legislative Audit Committee (JLAC) to audit MWD “in an effort to increase transparency and 
provide state oversight of workplace health and safety, and prevention of workplace 
discrimination, including harassment, bullying, retaliation, and related issues, in light of recent 
reports raising serious concern over Metropolitan human resource practices.”3 Staff presented an 
overview of the JLAC process and said Kightlinger and Chairwoman Gray (West Basin) met 
with the JLAC Chair Assemblymember Salas and Vice Chair Senator Laird to brief them on the 

 
3 The April 1, 2021, letter from Gibson to Salas requesting a California State Auditor investigation of MWD is 
found here: https://bit.ly/2SE0KQj; and the February 23, 2021, letter from Gray and Kightlinger to Salas and Laird 
regarding MWD’s workplace safety is found here: https://bit.ly/3bmX9wC 

https://bit.ly/2SE0KQj
https://bit.ly/3bmX9wC
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board’s action to address workplace issues, including the Shaw review, and said MWD would 
cooperate with a state audit.4  
 
Staff also gave a brief update on Senate Bill 480 by Senator Stern (D-Calabasas)5 which would 
require MWD to adopt rules relating to inappropriate conduct by board members, officers, and 
employees and require the Ethics Office to: (1) investigate complaints related to violating those 
rules; and (2) educate the board, staff, and contractors about the rules.6 (Currently, MWD’s EEO 
Office conducts investigations of employee harassment and retaliation, including allegations 
against the four direct reports to the board.) In April, staff reported that they were in contact with 
Senator Stern’s office but said they could not “offer suggestions or have a position on the bill 
until the board has received the Shaw Law Group review.”7 Staff said the bill was scheduled to 
be heard for a third time on the Senate floor and if it passed, it would go to the Assembly.   

 
4 The April 26, 2021, letter from Gray to Salas and Laird providing an update on MWD’s independent review is 
found here: https://bit.ly/2RRKieM  
5 Senate Bill 480 text is found here: https://bit.ly/3x8jlUH  
6 The MWD Act is found here: https://bit.ly/3agzRb5.  
7 The April 28, 2021, letter from Gray to Stern providing an update on MWD’s independent review is found here: 
https://bit.ly/3bmgnTa  

https://bit.ly/2RRKieM
https://bit.ly/3x8jlUH
https://bit.ly/3agzRb5
https://bit.ly/3bmgnTa
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Special Board Meeting 

May 7, 2021 

8:30 a.m. 

OMNI Hotel         251 South Olive Street  Los Angeles, CA 90012

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Determination of a Quorum

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on 
matters in this notice of Special Board Meeting.  (As required by 
Government Code Section 54954.3(a))

5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS

A. Consideration of candidates for the position of General Manager

[Public Employment; General Manager; to be heard in closed session
pursuant to Gov. Code 54957]

6. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

8. ADJOURNMENT

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website 
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Date of Notice: May 4, 2021 

 
 
 

NOTE: Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or more 
committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation appears in 
parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may be obtained from 
the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 
available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of 
the requested service or accommodation.  
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Date of Notice:  May 4, 2021 

Special Board Meeting 

May 8, 2021 

8:30 a.m. 

OMNI Hotel         251 South Olive Street  Los Angeles, CA 90012

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Determination of a Quorum

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on 
matters in this notice of Special Board Meeting.  (As required by 
Government Code Section 54954.3(a))

5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION

A. Consideration of candidates and selection of candidate for the
position of General Manager

[Public Employment; General Manager; to be heard in closed session
pursuant to Gov. Code 54957]

6. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website 
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Date of Notice: May 4, 2021 

8. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

 
 
 
 

NOTE: Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or more 
committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation appears in 
parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may be obtained from 
the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 
available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of 
the requested service or accommodation.  
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REVISED: Date of Notice: April 30, 2021 

 

 
F&I Committee 

R. Record, Vice Chair 
S. Blois 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel 
S. G. Goldberg  
P. Hawkins 
F. Jung 
A. Ortega 
T. Quinn 
M. Ramos 
T. Smith 
S. Tamaribuchi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Finance and Insurance Committee  

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

May 10, 2021  

9:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Finance and Insurance Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee may attend and 
participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee will not vote on matters before the Finance and 
Insurance Committee. 

 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Insurance 
Committee held April 12, 2021 

 
 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-1 Adopt resolution to continue Metropolitan's Water Standby Charge for 
fiscal year 2021/22; the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA   

  

Monday, May 10, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

2:00 PM C&L 

3:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

REVISION NO. 1 
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Finance and Insurance Committee  May 10, 2021 
Agenda 
Page 2 

REVISED: Date of Notice: April 30, 2021 

 7-2 Approve and authorize the distribution of Appendix A for use in the 
issuance and remarketing of Metropolitan's Bonds; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA 

   

Withdrawn 7-3 Authorize adjustment to the city of Los Angeles peak day demand 
calculation for the 2016 period for purposes of the capacity charge 
determinations; the General Manager has determined that this 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
[Posting Separately] 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 

 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
 9-2 Renewal Status of Metropolitan's Property and Casualty Insurance 

Program 
 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Draft Rate Refinement Structure Guiding Principles 

   
 b. Quarterly Financial Report 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 
 a. Chief Financial Officer’s report  
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Finance and Insurance Committee  May 10, 2021 
Agenda 
Page 3 

REVISED: Date of Notice: April 30, 2021 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 

are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Date of Notice: April 29, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

E&O Committee 

T. Smith, Chair 
R. Apodaca  
S. Blois  
M. Camacho 
D. De Jesus 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel  
D. Galleano 
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
J. Murray Jr. 
G. Peterson 
H. Repenning 
H. Williams 
 
 

 

Engineering and Operations Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

May 10, 2021 

10:30 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Engineering and Operations Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee may attend 
and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee will not vote on matters before the Engineering 
and Operations Committee. 

 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Engineering and 
Operations Committee held April 12, 2021 

 
 

  

Monday, May 10, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

2:00 PM C&L 

3:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Date of Notice: April 29, 2021 

 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-4 Authorize an increase of $200,000 in change order authority for the 
contract to rehabilitate the Greg Avenue Pump Station; and authorize 
an increase of $350,000 to an agreement with Black and Veatch, Inc. 
for a new not-to-exceed amount of $1,250,000 for engineering 
support; the General Manager has determined that the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

   
 7-5 Award a $2,022,000 contract to R2BUILD to upgrade the flow 

monitoring station at Mile 12 of the Colorado River Aqueduct; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt 
or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None 

 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Innovative Research at the Advanced Purification Center 
   
 b. Update on Indoor Air Quality Ventilation Improvements 

 
 
   
7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Water System Operations Manager’s report 
   
 b. Engineering Services Manager’s report 
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Engineering and Operations   May 10, 2021 
Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 
 

Date of Notice: April 29, 2021 

 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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REVISED: Date of Notice: May 4, 2021 

 
 

 

WP&S Committee 

R. Atwater, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
G. Cordero 
D. De Jesus  
L. Dick 
S. G. Goldberg 
M. Hogan  
R. Lefevre 
M. Luna 
J. Morris 
M. Petersen 
G. Peterson 
B. Pressman 
R. Record 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

May 10, 2021 

12:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Water Planning and Stewardship Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee may attend and participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committees as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters within 
the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee held April 12, 2021 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-6 Review and consider the city of Santa Monica’s two Final Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declarations and Addenda and take related 
CEQA actions; authorize the General Manager to enter into a Local 
Resources Program Agreement with the city of Santa Monica for the 
Santa Monica Sustainable Water Supply Project 

Monday, May 10, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

2:00 PM C&L 

3:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

REVISION NO. 1 
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  May 10, 2021 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 2 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice: May 4, 2021 

Subject 
updated 

7-7 Authorize the General Manager to enter into agreement with 
participating member agencies to provide a credit to offset the 
increased costs and impacts incurred by a member agency 
associated with shifting deliveries to different service connections at 
the request of Metropolitan during calendar years 2021 and 2022; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt 
or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

   
 7-8 Adopt Metropolitan’s 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, Appendix 

11 Addendum to the 2015 Urban Water Management Plan, Water 
Shortage Contingency Plan, and their corresponding resolutions for 
submittal to the State of California; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed actions are exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA.    

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

Moved to 
Committee 
Items 

9-3 Information on potential refinements to the performance provisions within 
the Local Resources Program 

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Interstate Efforts to Conserve Colorado River Water 
   
 b. Oral update on Water Surplus Drought Management  
   
Added c. Update on potential refinements to the performance provisions within the 

Local Resources Program  
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  May 10, 2021 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice: May 4, 2021 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Colorado River Matters 

   
 b. Water Resource Management Manager's report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 
 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 
meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.    
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Date of Notice:  April 30, 2021 

 
 

C&L Committee 

G. Cordero, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
J. Butkiewicz 
D. Erdman 
D. Galleano  
M. Luna 
J. Morris 
J. Murray, Jr. 
G. Peterson 
T. Quinn 
R. Record  
H. Repenning 
T. Smith 

 
 
 

 

Communications and Legislation Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

May 10, 2021 

2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                          Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Communications and Legislation Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of 
the Board who are not assigned to the Communications and Legislation Committee may attend and participate 
as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function 
of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the 
Communications and Legislation Committee will not vote on matters before the Communications and 
Legislation Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters 
within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Communications and 
Legislation Committee held April 12, 2021 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 7-9 Express opposition, unless amended, for AB 1195 (Garcia, C., D-Bell 
Gardens): drinking water; the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

 
 

Monday, May 10, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

2:00 PM C&L 

3:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  

(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Communications and Legislation  May 10, 2021  
Committee Agenda 
Page 2  

 
 

Date of Notice:  April 30, 2021 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 
   
 b. Report on activities from Sacramento 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT  

 
 a. External Affairs Management report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final action 

will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained from the 
Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, even when a 
quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 

available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
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Communications and Legislation  May 10, 2021  
Committee Agenda 
Page 3  

 
 

Date of Notice:  April 30, 2021 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure 
availability of the requested service or accommodation.   
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Date of Notice: April 29, 2021 

 
 
 
 

OP&T Committee 

J. Murray, Jr., Chair 
T. McCoy, Vice Chair 
S. Blois 
M. Camacho 
G. Cordero 
S. Faessel 
A. Fellow 
D. Galleano 
M. Hogan 
F. Jung 
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
A. Ortega 
G. Peterson 
T. Smith  
J. Solorio 
S. Tamaribuchi 
H. Williams 

 

 

Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

May 10, 2021 

3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee is 
noticed as a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the 
Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee may participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  
In order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee will not vote on matters 
before the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee. 

 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Organization, Personnel 
and Technology Committee held April 12, 2021 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

  

Monday, May 10, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:30 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

2:00 PM C&L 

3:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Date of Notice: April 29, 2021 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 

 5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

 6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Ethics Officer’s Monthly Update on Independent Review of Workplace 
Concerns 

   
 b. Issues relating to Firearms on Metropolitan Property 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. Human Resources Manager’s report 
   
 b. Information Technology Manager’s report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
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NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 
Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the 
Board of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will 
not take any final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is 
present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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L&C Committee 

L. Dick, Chair 
R. Atwater 
M. Camacho 
A. Fellow 
S. G. Goldberg  
A. Kassakhian 
J. Murray, Jr. 
T. Phan 
R. Record  
T. Smith 
S. Tamaribuchi 

 

Legal and Claims Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

May 11, 2021 

9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Legal and Claims Committee meeting is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the 
Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims Committee may participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the 
committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Legal and Claims Committee. 

 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
2. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. General Counsel’s report of monthly activities 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Legal and Claims Committee meeting 
held April 13, 2021 

 
  

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM L&C 

10:30 AM RP&AM 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board  

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Date of Notice: April 29, 2021 

 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-12 Authorize contracts for Bond Counsel services with Hawkins Delafield 
Wood LLP, Jones Hall, A Professional Law Corporation, Nixon 
Peabody LLP, and Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP, Co-Bond Counsel 
services with Amira Jackson, Law Offices of Alexis S.M. Chiu, and 
Curls Bartling P.C., and Disclosure Counsel services with Stradling 
Yocca Carlson & Rauth, P.C. for the period ending June 30, 2024; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt 
or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

   

 7-13 Report on Imperial Irrigation District v. Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California, et al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 
19STCP01376; and request to authorize an increase in the maximum 
amount payable under contract with Meyers Nave for legal services 
by $210,000 to an amount not to exceed $410,000; the General 
Manager has determined the proposed action is exempt or otherwise 
not subject to CEQA  

[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed 
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 

 
   

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 
6. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 
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 7. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
 a. Report on CDWR Water Operations Cases, Sacramento County Superior 

Court, Case No. JCCP 5117, which includes the following eight cases: The 
Metropolitan Water Dist. of S. Cal., et al. v. Calif. Dept. of Fish & Wildlife, 
et al., Fresno County Superior Ct. Case No. 20CECG01347; State Water 
Contractors, et al. v. Calif. Dept. of Fish & Wildlife, et al., Fresno County 
Superior Ct. Case No. 20CECG1302; San Bernardino Valley Municipal 
Water Dist. v. Calif. Dept. of Water Resources, et al., Fresno County 
Superior Ct. Case No. 20CECG01556; Tehama-Colusa Canal Auth., et al. 
v. Calif. Dept. of Water Resources, Fresno County Superior Ct. Case No. 
20CECG01303; Sierra Club, et al. v. Calif. Dept. of Water Resources, San 
Francisco County Superior Ct. Case No. CPF-20-517120; North Coast 
Rivers Alliance, et al. v. Calif. Dept. of Water Resources, San Francisco 
County Superior Ct. Case No. CPF-20-517078; Central Delta Water 
Agency, et al. v. Calif. Dept. of Water Resources, Sacramento County 
Superior Ct. Case No. 34-2020-80003368; and San Francisco Baykeeper 
et al. v. Calif. Dept. of Water Resources, et al., Alameda County Superior 
Ct. Case No. RG20063682; and report on Pacific Coast Federation of 
Fishermen’s Assns., et al. v. Ross, et al., Federal District Court for the 
Eastern District of California, Case No. 1:20-CV-00431-DAD-SAB and 
Calif. Natural Resources Agency, et al. v. Ross, et al., Federal District 
Court for the Eastern District of California, Case No. 1:20-CV-00426-DAD-
SKO 

[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 

pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 
   

 b. Report on San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California, et al., San Francisco County Superior Court Case 
Nos. CPF-10-510830, CPF-12-512466, CPF-14-514004, CPF-16-515282, 
CPF-16-515391, CGC-17-563350, and CPF-18-516389; the appeals of the 
2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District 
Case Nos. A146901, A148266, A161144, and A162168, and California 
Supreme Court Case No. S243500; the petition for extraordinary writ in the 
2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District 
Case No. A155310; the petition for extraordinary writ in the second 2016 
action, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. A154325 
and California Supreme Court Case No. S251025; and the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California v. San Diego County Water Authority 
cross-complaints in the 2014 action and the first 2016 action.  
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Sections 54956.9(d)(1)] 

 
 
  

Attachment 3, Page 22 of 33



Legal and Claims Committee  May 11, 2021 
Agenda 
Page 4 

Date of Notice: April 29, 2021 

 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Date of Notice: April 29, 2021 

 
RP&AM Committee 

M. Hogan, Chair 
G. Peterson, Vice Chair 
M. Camacho 
L. Dick 
D. Erdman 
A. Kassakhian 
C. Kurtz 
R. Record 
T. Smith 

 

 

Real Property and Asset Management 
Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

May 11, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                        700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Real Property and Asset Management Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Real Property and Asset Management Committee may attend and participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committee as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Real Property and Asset Management 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Real Property and Asset Management Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters 
within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Real Property and 
Asset Management Committee held April 13, 2021 

 
 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION   
 

 7-10 Authorize the General Manager to grant a permanent power line 
easement to Southern California Edison traversing across 
Metropolitan-owned property in the city of San Jacinto and identified 
as Riverside County Assessor Parcel Number 432-120-013; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt 
or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM L&C 

10:30 AM RP&AM 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board  

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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 7-11 Authorize agreements for District housing and property improvements 
at the Colorado River Aqueduct pumping plants villages with: (1) Helix 
Environmental Planning, Inc. in an amount not-to-exceed $250,000 
for environmental documentation; and (2) Fugro USA Land, Inc in an 
amount not-to-exceed $350,000 for geotechnical services; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt 
or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None  
 
 
 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None  
 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. Real Property Manager's Report 
 
 
 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 
 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 
Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 
regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 
order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  May 4, 2021 

1 

Regular Board Meeting  

May 11, 2021 

12:00 p.m.  

MWD Headquarters Building   700 N. Alameda Street  Los Angeles, CA 90012

1. Call to Order

(a) Invocation:  Sary Huang, Principal IT Analyst,
Information Technology Group 

(b) Pledge of Allegiance:  Director Barry Pressman,
City of Beverly Hills 

2. Roll Call

3. Determination of a Quorum

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters
within the Board’s jurisdiction.  (As required by Government Code
Section 54954.3(a))

5. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS

A. Report on Directors’ events attended at Metropolitan expense for
month of April 2021

B. Chairwoman's Monthly Activity Report

C. General Manager's summary of activities for the month of April
2021

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM L&C 

10:30 AM RP&AM 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board 

REVISION NO. 2 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website 
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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 D. General Counsel’s summary of activities for the month of April 
2021 

   
 E. General Auditor’s summary of activities for the month of April 

2021 
   
 F. Ethics Officer’s summary of activities for the month of April 2021 
   
 G. Presentation of Commendatory Resolution for Director Sylvia 

Ballin representing the City of San Fernando 
   
 H. Presentation of Commendatory Resolution for Director Jesus 

Quiñonez representing the City of Los Angeles 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting for April 13, 2021 

(Copies have been submitted to each Director) 
Any additions, corrections, or omissions 

   
 B. Approve committee assignments 

 
 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 7-1 Adopt resolution to continue Metropolitan's Water Standby Charge 

for fiscal year 2021/22; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
(F&I) 

   
 7-2 Approve and authorize the distribution of Appendix A for use in the 

issuance and remarketing of Metropolitan's Bonds; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA. (F&I)  

   
 7-3 Withdrawn  
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 7-4 Authorize an increase of $200,000 in change order authority for 
the contract to rehabilitate the Greg Avenue Pump Station; and 
authorize an increase of $350,000 to an agreement with Black and 
Veatch, Inc. for a new not to exceed amount of $1,250,000 for 
engineering support; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
(E&O) 

   
 7-5 Award a $2,022,000 contract to R2BUILD to upgrade the flow 

monitoring station at Mile 12 of the Colorado River Aqueduct; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is 
exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. (E&O) 

   

 7-6 Review and consider the city of Santa Monica’s two Final Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declarations and Addenda and take 
related CEQA actions; authorize the General Manager to enter 
into a Local Resources Program Agreement with the city of Santa 
Monica for the Santa Monica Sustainable Water Supply Project. 
(WP&S) 

   
Subject 
updated 

7-7 Authorize the General Manager to enter into agreement with 
participating member agencies to provide a credit to offset the 
increased costs and impacts incurred by a member agency 
associated with shifting deliveries to different service connections 
at the request of Metropolitan during calendar years 2021 and 
2022; the General Manager has determined that the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. (WP&S)  

   
 7-8 Adopt Metropolitan’s 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, 

Appendix 11 Addendum to the 2015 Urban Water Management 
Plan, Water Shortage Contingency Plan, and their corresponding 
resolutions for submittal to the State of California; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed actions are exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA. (WP&S)  

   
 7-9 Express opposition, unless amended, for AB 1195 (Garcia, C., D-

Bell Gardens): drinking water; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA (C&L) 

   
 7-10 Authorize the General Manager to grant a permanent power line 

easement to Southern California Edison traversing across 
Metropolitan-owned property in the city of San Jacinto and 
identified as Riverside County Assessor Parcel Number 432-120-
013; the General Manager has determined that the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. (RP&AM) 
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END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 

 
8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 

  

  None 
 
 
 

9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
   
 9-1 Update on Conservation Program  
   
 9-2 Renewal Status of Metropolitan's Property and Casualty Insurance 

Program. (F&I) 
   

 7-11 Authorize agreements for District housing and property 
improvements at the Colorado River Aqueduct pumping plants 
villages with: (1) Helix Environmental Planning, Inc. in an amount 
not-to-exceed $250,000 for environmental documentation; and  
(2) Fugro USA Land, Inc in an amount not to exceed $350,000 for 
geotechnical services; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
(RP&AM) 

   
 7-12 Authorize contracts for Bond Counsel services with Hawkins 

Delafield Wood LLP, Jones Hall, A Professional Law Corporation, 
Nixon Peabody LLP, and Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP, Co-Bond 
Counsel services with Amira Jackson, Law Offices of Alexis S.M. 
Chiu, and Curls Bartling P.C., and Disclosure Counsel services 
with Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth, P.C. for the period ending 
June 30, 2024; the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
(L&C) 

   
 7-13 Report on Imperial Irrigation District v. Metropolitan Water District 

of Southern California, et al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case 
No. 19STCP01376; and request to authorize an increase in the 
maximum amount payable under contract with Meyers Nave for 
legal services by $210,000 to an amount not-to-exceed $410,000; 
the General Manager has determined the proposed action is 
exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. (L&C)  

[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed 
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 
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Withdrawn 9-3 Information on potential refinements to the performance provisions 
within the Local Resources Program. (WP&S)  

 
 
 

10. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS  
  
 
 
 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 

NOTE: Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or more 
committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation appears in 
parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may be obtained from 
the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 
available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of 
the requested service or accommodation.  
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Summary Report for 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 
May 11, 2021 

 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 
The Board: 

 
Adopted the resolution to continue the Standby Charge for fiscal year 2021/22. 
(Agenda Item 7-1) 
 
Approved the draft of Appendix A; authorized the General Manager, or other designee of the 
Ad Hoc Committee, to finalize, with changes approved by the General Manager and General 
Counsel, Appendix A.; and authorized distribution of Appendix A, finalized by the General 
Manager or other designee of the Ad Hoc Committee, in connection with the sale or 
remarketing of bonds.  (Agenda Item 7-2) 
 
Authorized increase of $200,000 in change order authority for rehabilitation of the Greg 
Avenue Pump Station, up to an aggregate amount not to exceed $1,848,750; and authorized 
increase of $350,000 to the agreement with Black & Veatch for a new not-to-exceed amount 
of $1,250,000.  (Agenda Item 7-4) 
 
Awarded $2,022,000 contract to R2BUILD to upgrade the flow monitoring equipment at 
Mile 12 along the Colorado River Aqueduct.  (Agenda Item 7-5) 
 
Reviewed and considered the city of Santa Monica’s CEQA documents and take related 
CEQA actions, and authorized the General Manager to enter into a Local Resources Program 
Agreement with the city of Santa Monica for the Santa Monica Sustainable Water Supply 
Project for up to 2,300 AFY of advanced treated recycled water under the terms included in 
the Board letter.  (Agenda Item 7-6) 
 
Authorized the General Manager to enter into agreements to provide a cost-offset credit of up 
to $332 per AF in CY 2021 and $349 per AF in CY 2022 for net increased costs incurred by 
a member agency from shifting operations to improve regional reliability, consistent with the 
terms in Attachment 1 of the board letter.  (Agenda Item 7-7) 
 
Adopted the 2020 UWMP and its resolution for submittal to the State of California in order 
to comply with the Urban Water Management Planning Act in the California Water Code.; 
adopted Appendix 11 Addendum to the 2015 UWMP and its resolution for submittal to the 
State of California in order to include in Metropolitan’s 2015 UWMP all of the elements 
described in Delta Plan Policy WR P1, Reduce Reliance on the Delta Through Improved 
Regional Water Self-Reliance (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 5003, subd. (c)(1)) to support a 
certification of consistency for one or more future water supply covered actions in the Delta; 
adopted the WSCP and its resolution for submittal to the State of California in order to 
comply with the Urban Water Management Planning Act in the California Water Code.  
(Agenda Item 7-8) 
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Expressed opposition, unless amended, for AB 1195.  (Agenda Item 7-9) 
 
Authorized the granting of a permanent power line easement for overhead power lines to 
Southern California Edison.  (Agenda Item 7-10) 
 
Authorized an agreement with Helix Environmental Planning, Inc. in an amount not to 
exceed $250,000 for CEQA documentation; and authorized an agreement with Fugro USA 
Land, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $350,000 for geotechnical services to support the 
Desert Housing and Property Improvements Program.  (Agenda Item 7-11) 
 
Authorized the General Counsel to retain the firms listed in the board letter as Bond Counsel, 
Co-Bond Counsel, and Disclosure Counsel through June 30, 2024; and determined that Bond 
Counsel, Co-Bond Counsel, and Disclosure Counsel fees may be approved by the General 
Counsel in amounts sufficient to procure Bond Counsel, Co-Bond Counsel, or Disclosure 
Counsel services for bond issues and for legal advice, as described in the board letter. 
(Agenda Item 7-12) 
 
Authorized an increase in the maximum amount payable under contract with Meyers Nave 
for legal services by $210,000 to an amount not to exceed $410,000 in the matter of Imperial 
Irrigation District v. Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, et al.  
(Agenda Item 7-13) 

 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING. 
 
Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter 
Archive approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their 
attachments, please copy and paste the following into your browser:  
http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/search.aspx 

All current month materials, before they are moved to the Board Letter Archive, are available on 
the public website here: http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings 
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