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COVID-19 Relief Bill Update  
 

This week, the House of Representatives will consider a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief package, 
which includes the following items of interest to the Water Authority: 
 

• $350 billion for state and local governments  
o $65 billion for counties and $65 billion for cities   
o No deadline for spending funds  
o Revenue replacement is an eligible use 
o Unclear if funding can be transferred to special districts  

• Extends the Families First Coronavirus Response Act paid sick time and paid family 
leave credits from March 31, 2021 to September 30, 2021.  Allows state and local 
governments to access the paid sick time and paid family leave credits.  

• $25 billion for Emergency Rental Assistance (which also allows for payment of utility 
bills). 

• $500 million for the Low-Income Household Drinking Water and Wastewater 
Emergency Assistance Program that would remain available through September 30, 
2023. 

 
The House is expected to pass the bill by the end of the weekend (26th-28th) and will send it 
to the Senate for consideration.  The Senate is expected to move very quickly and is aiming 
to pass the bill and have it on President Biden’s desk for his signature by March 14th, when 
the current unemployment provisions are set to expire.  Of note, if there are any changes in 
the Senate version, the House must pass it once more out of their chamber before it is 
officially received by the White House. 
 

Legislation Reintroduced Aimed at Helping Special Districts   
 

Rep. John Garamendi (D-CA-03) and Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) both reintroduced their 
legislation entitled the “Special Districts Provide Essential Services Act” (H.R. 535 and S. 91) 
that they proposed in the previous Congress. This bill would ensure that special districts are 
eligible for any additional direct federal financial assistance provided by Congress to state, 
county, and local governments. Specifically, the bill would provide:  
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• Eligibility for Coronavirus Relief Fund and Future Federal Assistance: Make 
special districts eligible for direct federal financial assistance appropriated by 
Congress in the future, along with state, county, and local governments and subject to 
the same oversight requirements. This would not apply retroactively to the $150 
billion provided under the CARES Act. 
 

• Access to Municipal Liquidity Facility: Provide special districts access to the 
Federal Reserve’s Municipal Liquidity Facility, which provides states, counties, and 
cities federally guaranteed “bridge financing” to offset unexpected short-term 
revenue shortfalls caused by the current pandemic. Like states, counties, and cities, 
many special districts serve large populations and have the legal authority to issue 
short-term tax and revenue anticipation notes. However, special districts are not 
currently granted direct access to the Municipal Liquidity Facility. 

 

Rep. Peters Reintroduces Ocean Pollution Reduction Act II 
 

Rep. Scott Peters (D-CA-52) has reintroduced his Ocean Pollution Reduction Act II (OPRA II) 
(H.R. 587).  This legislation simplifies the City of San Diego’s required permitting process to 
operate the Point Loma Wastewater Treatment Plant. Reps. Darrell Issa, Juan Vargas, Mike 
Levin, and Sara Jacobs all joined as original cosponsors. The legislation is integral to the City 
of San Diego’s Pure Water Program. Rep. Peters’ OPRA II of 2019 Act passed the House in 
November 2020 by an overwhelming vote of 395-4, but the Senate did not act on the bill 
before the end of the year. 

 
Rep. Vargas Reintroduces Legislation for the New River  
 

Rep. Juan Vargas has reintroduced the “California New River Restoration Act” (H.R. 491).  His 
bill would require the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish the California 
New River Restoration Program.  The program will provide grants and technical assistance 
for the planning and implementation of conservation strategies for the New River and the 
surrounding region.  Additionally, the bill also requires the EPA to consult with stakeholders, 
on both sides of the border, during the creation and implementation of such programs, as 
well as provide grants and technical assistance for coordinating restoration and protection 
activities.  
 

Rep. Napolitano Reintroduces Title XI Legislation  
 

Rep. Grace Napolitano (D-CA) has reintroduced the “Water Recycling Investment and 
Improvement Act” (H.R. 1015).  This bill would increase the funding authorization for the 
Bureau of Reclamation’s Title XVI water recycling competitive grant program from $50 
million to $500 million. Identical legislation was sponsored by Napolitano in the 116th 
Congress (H.R. 1162) and was included in the Moving Forward Act (H.R. 2), which passed 
the House in July of 2020. Rep. Mike Levin has signed onto the bill as a cosponsor.   
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The San Diego region has traditionally received more Title XVI funding that other areas of 
the country.  We closely monitor any authorization/appropriation changes or program 
amendments that could affect the level of funding received by the region.   
 

Administration Nominations and Personnel  
 

Department of the Interior: On February 23rd, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee held a nomination hearing for Rep. Deb Haaland (D-NM) to serve as the Secretary 
of the Department of the Interior.  Her nomination is now pending a vote by this Committee.   
 
Environmental Protection Agency: On February 9th, the Senate Environment and Public 
Works approved the nomination for Michael Regan to serve as the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  His nomination is now pending a vote by the full Senate.   
 

Federal Grant Opportunities/Announcements  
 

WaterSMART Drought Resiliency Program.  The Bureau of Reclamation has announced 
the award of $15.4 million for projects in the WaterSMART Drought Resiliency Grant 
Program.  A list of awards can be found HERE.   
 
WaterSMART Applied Science Grants.  The Bureau of Reclamation has announced the 
availability of funding in the WaterSMART Applied Science Grant Program.  Applicants may 
request funding for projects that develop hydrologic information and water management 
tools as well as projects that improve modeling and forecasting capabilities.  Applications 
are due April 21, 2021 and the grant announcement can be found HERE.   
 
WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grants.  The Bureau of Reclamation has 
announced the availability of funding in the WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grants, 
which supports the development water marketing strategies to increase water supply 
reliability. Applicants may request funding to develop a water marketing strategy (project) 
to establish or expand water markets or water marketing activities.  Applications are due 
April 7, 2021 and the grant announcement can be found HERE.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.usbr.gov/drought/docs/2021/2021-Drought-Resiliency-Project-Descriptions-Final.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=331404
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=331273


 

 

 
 

February 24, 2021 
 

Attention: Board of Directors              
 

Metropolitan Water District Delegates’ Report.  (Information)1  
 

Purpose 
This report summarizes activities of interest at the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) 
committee and Board meetings on February 8 and 9, 2021. The MWD Board will meet next on 
March 8 and 9.   
 
Discussion 

The Water Authority Delegates (Delegates) supported nine of the ten items approved by the 
MWD Board at its February 2021 meetings; they recused themselves on an item to increase 
MWD’s legal services for the rate litigation.2 MWD Board actions of interest to the Water 
Authority include:  

 Approved the State Water Project (SWP) Contract Amendment to allow contractors to 
use water transfers and exchanges to improve flexibility in managing SWP supplies; 

 Authorized an agreement with the State Water Contractors to pursue an option to 
purchase 2021 Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies including an initial 
administrative deposit not-to-exceed $500,000; and  

 Authorized the General Manager to enter into two Stormwater for Recharge Pilot 
Agreements, one with Western Municipal Water District and the other with Central Basin 
Municipal Water District (and the City of Bell Gardens), which obligate MWD to provide 
up to $500,000 in funding for each project. 

 
At the Organization, Personnel, and Technology Committee meeting, the Board received updates 
on the independent review of allegations of systemic equal employment opportunity concerns, 
and the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council. After the MWD Board meetings, the Los 
Angeles Times (LAT) published an article on sexual harassment and retaliation allegations by 
MWD employees.3 Following the LAT article, the Los Angeles City Council President Nury 
Martinez introduced a motion to the Council’s Energy, Climate Change, Environmental Justice 
and River Committee on February 17.4 The motion called various City departments to report on 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 This month’s action increased MWD’s contract with Horvitz & Levy, LLP by $300,000 for a total amount not to 
exceed $900,000. In total, the MWD Board has authorized up to $29.6 million in legal and other services for the rate 
litigation.  
3 The February 12, 2021 Los Angeles Times article ‘They thought I was so low’: Women say they were harassed, 
bullied, ignored at powerful water agency found here: https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-12/mwd-
accused-sexual-harassment-abuse-against-women 
4 Council motions introduced in the Los Angeles City Council meeting of February 17, 2021, pages 15-16, found 
here: https://ens.lacity.org/clk/councilmotions/clkcouncilmotions3508147972_02172021.pdf. Chairwoman Gray’s 
February 19, 2021 response to the council’s motion found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Chairwoman-Gray-Letter-to-LA-City-President-Martinez.pdf. The February 20, 2021 Los Angeles 
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the City’s relationship with MWD, including how Los Angeles may “sever” its relationship with 
MWD if these allegations are not addressed. Similarly, on February 20, Los Angeles County 
Assemblymembers Mike Gipson, Laura Friedman, and Reggie Jones-Sawyer requested a “Joint 
Legislative Audit Committee to request that the California State Auditor conduct an investigation 
and thorough audit of the MWD.”5  Attachment 1 summarizes the public comments and the 
committee’s discussion on these items. At the Finance and Insurance Committee meeting, the 
Board received a presentation on the “rate refinement process” and the second quarter financial 
report for fiscal year 2021. Attachment 2 summarizes the committee discussion on these items.   
 
During the Water Planning and Stewardship (WP&S) Committee meeting, after staff’s 
presentations on the 2021 Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies option, Director Goldberg 
asked if the decision to purchase the transfers will be based on price or something else. Staff said 
if it knew MWD needed transfer supplies to meet demands, then it would bring a 
recommendation to obtain those supplies to the Board. Staff acknowledged price is “an important 
factor.” Goldberg noted the Water Authority is sensitive to any unnecessary expenditures given 
the struggles that ratepayers are experiencing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and staff 
underscores that it will be the Board’s decision whether to buy additional water supplies or use 
storage. (At the start of 2021, MWD has historic dry-year storage reserves of 3.2 million acre-
feet and as of January 26, 2021, MWD is projecting a supply gap of about 430,000 acre-feet in 
calendar year 2021.)  
 
Later at the WP&S Committee, during the Water Surplus Drought Management Report on 
supply conditions, Director Smith thanked staff for providing storage data and requested a 
presentation on storage operations, including the current policy on when a supply allocation 
would be recommended. He also requested the Board have a policy discussion on whether MWD 
may consider selling water in storage, which would generate revenues, when its storage reaches 
certain capacity. Assistant General Manager and Chief Operating Officer Upadhyay said staff 
will provide a storage update, including information on MWD’s Water Surplus and Drought 
Management Plan.  
 
At its meeting, the Board inducted Director Thai Phan to represent the City of Santa Ana, 
replacing José Solorio; Director Tony Fellow to represent Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal 
Water District, replacing Charles Treviño; and Director Fred Jung to represent the City of 
Fullerton, replacing Adán Ortega. Also, during the Board meeting, Chairwoman Gray (West 
Basin) announced that she would not make “further changes to the chairs and vice chairs 
appointments at this time.” (Previously, the Board did not approve Gray’s proposed Board 

 
Times article L.A. council president threatens to sever ties to water agency under fire over sexual harassment 
allegations found here: https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-20/metropolitan-water-district-scandal-
los-angeles-city-council. 
5 The February 20, 2021 press release about legislators requesting a California State Auditor investigation of MWD 
found here: https://twitter.com/AFSCME1902/status/1363576669190070272/photo/1. Chairwoman Gray and 
General Manager Kightlinger’s February 23, 2021 response to the legislators’ request found here: 
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-02-23-MWD-BOD-Chair-ltr-to-State-Leg-re-MWD-
Workplace-Safety.pdf.  
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leadership slate.)6 In January 2021, the Board elected nonofficer members—Director Hogan and 
then-Director Treviño—to the Executive Committee even though the new Board leadership had 
not been appointed. Hogan ran for a nonofficer seat on the Executive Committee under that 
premise that Gray’s proposed slate would remove him from being a member of the Executive 
Committee as a standing Committee Chair. Attachment 3 is a copy of MWD’s February 2021 
committee and Board meeting agendas and Board summary. 
 
Prepared by: Skylar Stephens, Management Analyst  
Reviewed by: Communications and Legislation Committee by Jerry Butkiewicz and Tim Smith  
  Engineering and Operations Committee by Tim Smith   
  Finance and Insurance Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith  
  Legal and Claims Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith  
  Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee by Michael Hogan &Tim 

Smith   
  Water Planning and Stewardship Committee by Gail Goldberg & Michael Hogan 
    
Attachments:  
     
Attachment 1 – Discussion Summary of Culture and Equal Employment Opportunity Issues  
Attachment 2 – Discussion Summary of Financial Matters 
Attachment 3 – MWD’s committee and Board meeting agendas dated February 8 and 9, 2021 and 

Board summaries dated February 9, 2021 

 
6 For more information on the Board’s leadership discussions, see the Delegates’ Report starting on page 6 in the 
Water Authority’s January 2021 Board supplemental materials, found here: https://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-
documents 
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Discussion Summary of Organizational Culture and  

Equal Employment Opportunity Issues1 
 

Since June 2020, Metropolitan Water District (MWD) employees and union representatives have 
provided public comment during the Board and Organization, Personnel and Technology 
(OP&T) Committee meetings to express their concerns with MWD’s work environment, 
including issues related to diversity, equity, and inclusion. Over the last several months these 
claims included favoritism/nepotism, harassment, sexual assault, and retaliation. The comments 
continued this month, with two employees representing American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Local 1902 (MWD’s largest bargaining unit) voicing their 
concerns about MWD management’s response to the allegations of workplace harassment and 
retaliation. The first speaker expressed concern that the OP&T Committee was not being 
appropriately informed about key equal employment opportunity (EEO) issues, including: 
recruitment, complaints, workman’s compensation cases, safety violations, EEO claims, claim 
payments, and legal spending on personnel matters. The second speaker, who represents the 
AFSCME Women’s Caucus, voiced concern over the removal from the MWD Board by their 
respective home agencies, of former Directors Treviño (Upper San Gabriel Valley) and Ortega 
(Fullerton), who through their advocacy, had caused the MWD Board to direct a Board-
controlled independent investigation into the EEO-related issues. She described their removal as 
“the MWD Chairwoman retaliating against the Board members who have spoken up,” and 
expressed concern about potential retaliation against employees who have also spoken up.  
 
Later that day, during the Board meeting, Chairwoman Gray (West Basin) said she was “deeply 
concerned” about the earlier employee comment claiming that she “retaliated against fellow 
Board members who have raised concerns about employee workplace complaints.” Gray said 
that she “wholeheartedly dispute[s] this assertion; it is completely unfounded and untrue.” She 
declared her support for the Ethics Office’s independent review of “policies, practices, and 
procedures on EEO and workplace investigations.” (In November, the Board authorized Ethics 
Officer Salinas to contract with the Sacramento-based Shaw Law Group (Shaw) to conduct an 
independent review of allegations of systemic workplace harassment and retaliation.2) 
 
At the February 2021 OP&T Committee meeting, Salinas reported that this review is “intended 
to be a historical assessment of [MWD’s] handling of EEO matters and does not replace 
[MWD’s] current EEO complaint process,” which is handled by MWD’s Human Resources 
department. He said Shaw interviewed over 20 members and former participants of the 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Council and is determining next steps. Shaw also 
interviewed MWD employees and managers regarding MWD’s handling of the EEO issues 
raised during public comments at committee and Board meetings and have requested access to 
additional internal records for review. Lastly, Shaw will provide a climate assessment survey to 
all MWD employees through an external site to ensure confidentiality. 
 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 For more information on the Board committee assignments, see the Delegates’ Report starting on page 7 in the 
Water Authority’s November 2020 Board supplemental materials, found here: https://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-
and-documents 

https://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-documents
https://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-documents
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Given that the independent review is outside the typical responsibilities of the Ethics Office, 
OP&T Committee Chair Murray (Los Angeles) requested that Salinas and Human Resources 
Group Manager Pitman provide a presentation in March clarifying the roles of the Ethics Office 
and Human Resources Department, in particular “what the continuing role of the Ethics Office 
will be in matters coming up from our employees pertaining to issues of discrimination, 
harassment, or various other issues.”  
 
Director Goldberg supported this request, noting that she was “deeply troubled” by the 
testimony, and asked for a special meeting to “really talk about” the issues raised over the last 
several months. Later, Director Butkiewicz also expressed his support for an expedited 
independent investigation, saying that he was “firmly committed to the fair treatment of 
[MWD’s] employees.” Additionally, Director Ballin (San Fernando) said the OP&T Committee 
has the “responsibility to look at” the issues identified by the first public speaker and supported 
receiving additional reports. Murray agreed and directed staff to provide a regular report on these 
issues to the OP&T Committee.  
 
The OP&T Committee also received an update on the DEI initiative by a Council representative. 
Employee resource groups and three smaller bargaining units participate in the DEI Council, and 
recently, the Black Employees Association rejoined the council. AFSCME and the AFSCME 
Women’s Caucus are not participating due to various issues. The representative reported that the 
DEI Council is conducting surveys, presenting survey results, and engaging employees that are 
not represented by employee resource groups or bargaining units. A recent DEI January “brown 
bag” event featured Chairwoman Gray and General Manager Kightlinger. Director Ackerman 
(Municipal Water District of Orange County) requested unconscious bias training be made 
available to both employees and the Board. Murray directed staff to include more information on 
this type of training during the next update on DEI issues.  
 
After MWD’s February 2021 Board and committee meetings, at the Los Angeles City Council’s 
February 17 meeting, Council President Martinez introduced a motion “that the [Los Angeles] 
Department of Water and Power [(DWP)] and the Chief Legislative Analyst report back in 10 
days on the city’s relationship with MWD. This report should include:  

• If the city or our ratepayers are paying the liabilities of MWD through our rates. 
• If DWP or the city was ever made aware of abuse at MWD and if so, why action was not 

taken to address it. 
• What policies MWD has around harassment including if they have a transparent and 

impartial process for investigating allegations and if their policies are in line with those of 
the City of Los Angeles.” 

 
Additionally, “that the Chief Legislative Analyst in consultation with the City Attorney report 
back on how the City and DWP can sever its relationship with MWD if these allegations are not 
addressed.”3 On February 20, in response to reports of sexual harassment and retaliation, Los 

 
3 Council motions introduced in the Los Angeles City Council meeting of February 17, 2021, pages 15-16, found 
here: https://ens.lacity.org/clk/councilmotions/clkcouncilmotions3508147972_02172021.pdf. Chairwoman Gray’s 
February 19, 2021 response to the council’s motion is found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Chairwoman-Gray-Letter-to-LA-City-President-Martinez.pdf. The February 20, 2021 Los Angeles 
 

https://ens.lacity.org/clk/councilmotions/clkcouncilmotions3508147972_02172021.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/Chairwoman-Gray-Letter-to-LA-City-President-Martinez.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/Chairwoman-Gray-Letter-to-LA-City-President-Martinez.pdf
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Angeles County Assemblymembers Mike Gipson, Laura Friedman, and Reggie Jones-Sawyer 
requested a “Joint Legislative Audit Committee to request that the California State Auditor 
conduct an investigation and thorough audit of the MWD.”4   
 
Also, at a recent Foothill Municipal Water District Special Board meeting on February 16, one 
director said that the accusations made by MWD employees were “very disturbing” and 
requested a report on how MWD and its Board are addressing these issues and the results of the 
independent review.  

 
Times article L.A. council president threatens to sever ties to water agency under fire over sexual harassment 
allegations is found here: https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-20/metropolitan-water-district-scandal-
los-angeles-city-council. 
  
4 The February 20, 2021 press release about legislators requesting a California State Auditor investigation of MWD 
found here: https://twitter.com/AFSCME1902/status/1363576669190070272/photo/1. Chairwoman Gray and 
General Manager Kightlinger’s February 23, 2021 response to the legislators’ request found here: 
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-02-23-MWD-BOD-Chair-ltr-to-State-Leg-re-MWD-
Workplace-Safety.pdf.  

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-20/metropolitan-water-district-scandal-los-angeles-city-council
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-20/metropolitan-water-district-scandal-los-angeles-city-council
https://twitter.com/AFSCME1902/status/1363576669190070272/photo/1
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-02-23-MWD-BOD-Chair-ltr-to-State-Leg-re-MWD-Workplace-Safety.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-02-23-MWD-BOD-Chair-ltr-to-State-Leg-re-MWD-Workplace-Safety.pdf
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Discussion Summary of Financial Matters1 

 
During its February 2021 meeting, the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) Finance and 
Insurance (F&I) Committee received an update on the “rate refinement process” and a quarterly 
financial report. During the rate refinement update, Assistant General Manager and Chief 
Financial Officer Kasaine reported that a workgroup of almost 60 member agency and MWD 
staff have been meeting biweekly since January 13. At its next meeting, scheduled for February 
16, she said the workgroup would discuss guiding principles for rate refinement and develop 
next steps. Kasaine requested that the Board “allow” the working group to meet for “at least a 
couple meetings…before the Board gives further direction.” 
 
Over the past several months, Directors Smith and Hogan and former Director Ortega (Fullerton) 
requested that the rate refinement process include discussion of broader rate issues beyond 
demand management cost recovery, including cost recovery for the Delta tunnel project and the 
Regional Recycled Water Program, fixed and new revenue options, and the cost of providing 
“insurance.” Regarding prioritizing other rate issues that could be discussed during the process, 
Kasaine said the prioritization needs to be “define[d] through the working group.” However, she 
emphasized that demand management cost recovery is her highest priority issue.  
 
Following staff’s presentation, Smith expressed support for the workgroup process and reiterated 
demand management spending only constitutes at most five percent of MWD’s total budget over 
the next 10 years, the workgroup and Board ought to tackle other important issues. He suggested 
the Board discuss the cost of providing “insurance” for member agencies and how to manage 
MWD’s spending in the face of “hundreds of thousands of acre-feet (AF) of less demand.” Smith 
requested staff provide a monthly update on the rate refinement process. 
 
Director Goldberg focused on one of the existing rate refinement principles (from 1998, when 
MWD initiated its last major effort to modify its rate structure) that “any dry-year allocation 
should be based on need.” She questioned how this principle relates to member agencies’ legal 
ability to call on their preferential rights at their discretion. General Manager Kightlinger said the 
Board-adopted Water Supply Allocation Plan “governs” MWD’s policy “to not follow 
preferential rights in dry years and instead to allocate based on need.” (Per the MWD Act, 
member agencies have “preferential rights” to purchase available MWD supplies and have 
discretion to exercise their respective preferential right.) 
 
Next, staff presented an overview of how MWD’s fiscal year 2021 financials tracked through 
December 2020. Staff reported that treated water sales were tracking about 44,400 AF (or $47.9 
million) below budget, while untreated water sales were tracking about 30,000 AF (or $22.6 
million) over budget. (When MWD adopted its budget and rates in April 2020, it assumed a 
50,000 AF increase in treated water sales and an associated decrease in untreated sales.) 
Exchanges tracked almost 7,000 AF (or about $11 million) over budget. Overall, MWD is 
forecasting that fiscal year 2021 revenues will be about $93.4 million under budget, but 
expenditures will also be about $157.1 million under budget (primarily due to lower State Water 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
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Project costs). Thus, MWD forecasts closing the fiscal year with net revenues of $81.2 million 
and increasing unrestricted reserves by $57.6 million to $505.6 million—$68.5 million above 
budget’s forecast.  
 
Given that MWD anticipates net revenues and growth in unrestricted reserves and juxtaposed the 
recent reports of Californians struggling with $1 billion in water bill debt, Smith asked staff to 
develop potential options to reduce MWD’s adopted 2022 rates for the Board’s consideration 
during the mid-cycle budget review in the fall. He said MWD should be “prepared and 
responsive” to ratepayers’ financial concerns, especially given that MWD is “the only agency” 
he knows of to increase its budget during the COVID-19 pandemic. Later, Kasaine said staff 
would provide updated forecasts in May, so the Board should “not rely on this [forecast] today to 
decide our year-end,” and that it is “too early for us to start talking about rate increases.” She 
also suggested some expenditures would be realized next fiscal year rather than this fiscal year, 
implying MWD may not experience any savings over the biennium. Smith again noted that 
ratepayers are “hurting” and urged MWD to develop options to “help our ratepayers.”   
 
Pointing to treated water sales tracking below budget, Smith also asked how MWD would 
balance its finances should it not collect enough revenues to cover treated water costs, and 
specifically if MWD would use reserves in the Water Treatment Surcharge Stabilization Fund. 
Kasaine said she does not think MWD has reserves in that “enterprise fund” and would instead 
use unrestricted reserves. (Per MWD’s Fiscal Year 2021 and 2022 Biennial Budget, the fiscal 
year 2021 Water Treatment Surcharge Stabilization Fund balance is expected to be $10.2 
million.)  
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Finance and Insurance Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

February 8, 2021  

9:00 a.m. 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Finance and Insurance Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee may attend and 
participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee will not vote on matters before the Finance and 
Insurance Committee. 

 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Insurance 
Committee held January 11, 2021 

 
 
 

  

Monday, February 8, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:00 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

1:30 PM C&L 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

Attachment 3, Page 1 of 25

http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/default.aspx
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None  
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 

 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None  

 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. An Update of the Rate Refinement Process 
   
 b.  Quarterly Financial Report 
   
 c. Quarterly Investment Activities Report  

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 
 a. Chief Financial Officer’s report  

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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Finance and Insurance Committee  February 8, 2021 
Agenda 
Page 3 

Date of Notice: January 28, 2021 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 

are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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E&O Committee 

T. Smith, Chair 
R. Apodaca  
S. Blois  
M. Camacho 
D. De Jesus 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel  
D. Galleano 
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
J. Murray Jr. 
A. Ortega  
G. Peterson 
H. Repenning 
H. Williams 
 
 
 
 

 

Engineering and Operations Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

February 8, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Engineering and Operations Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee may attend 
and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee will not vote on matters before the Engineering 
and Operations Committee. 

 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Engineering and 
Operations Committee held January 11, 2021 

 
 

  

Monday, February 8, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:00 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

1:30 PM C&L 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-1 Award $2,418,149 contract to Metro Builders & Engineers Group, Ltd. to 
upgrade the sodium hypochlorite feed system at the Garvey Reservoir; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA  

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None  

 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None  
 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Annual Report on Seismic Resilience Activities  

   
 b. Update on Metropolitan’s Headquarters Building Construction 

   
 c. Metropolitan’s Health and Safety Program Update  

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Water System Operations Manager’s report 
   
 b. Engineering Services Manager’s report 

 
 

 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
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9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Date of Notice: January 28, 2021 

  

 
WP&S Committee 

R. Atwater, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
G. Cordero 
D. De Jesus  
L. Dick 
S. G. Goldberg 
M. Hogan  
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
M. Petersen 
G. Peterson 
B. Pressman 
J. Quiñonez 
R. Record 
 
 
 
 

 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

February 8, 2021 

12:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Water Planning and Stewardship Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee may attend and participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committees as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters within 
the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Joint Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee and the Conservation and Local Resources Committee 
held January 11, 2021 (Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 
only) 

 
 

  

Monday, February 8, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:00 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

1:30 PM C&L 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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  February 8, 2021 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 2 
 

Date of Notice: January 28, 2021 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-2 Review and consider the Western Municipal Water District of 
Riverside County’s approved and adopted Final Mitigated Negative 
Declaration and Addendum and take related CEQA actions, and 
Authorize the General Manager to enter into a Stormwater for 
Recharge Pilot Agreement with Western Municipal Water District of 
Riverside County for the Enhanced Monitoring of the Victoria 
Recharge Basin Project 

   
 7-3 Review and consider the City of Bell Gardens’ approved and adopted 

Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Addendum and take related 
CEQA actions, and authorize the General Manager to enter into a 
Stormwater for Recharge Pilot Agreement with Central Basin 
Municipal Water District and the City of Bell Gardens 

   
 7-4 Review and consider the Department of Water Resources' certified 

Final Environmental Impact Report and take related CEQA actions 
and approve the State Water Project Contract Amendment for Water 
Management 

   
 7-5 Authorize: (1) agreement with the State Water Contractors, Inc. to 

pursue 2021 Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies; and  
(2) $5 per acre-foot initial administrative deposit not-to-exceed 
$500,000; the General Manger has determined that the proposed 
action is exempt or not subject otherwise subject to CEQA 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
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  February 8, 2021 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 

Date of Notice: January 28, 2021 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Report on Lake Powell Pipeline Project  
   
 b. Oral report on Water Surplus Drought Management 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Colorado River Matters 

   
 b. Water Resource Management Manager's report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 
 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 
meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.   
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C&L Committee 

G. Cordero, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
J. Butkiewicz 
D. Galleano  
J. Morris 
J. Murray, Jr. 
G. Peterson 
T. Quinn 
R. Record  
H. Repenning 
T. Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Communications and Legislation Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

February 8, 2021 

1:30 p.m. 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                          Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Communications and Legislation Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of 
the Board who are not assigned to the Communications and Legislation Committee may attend and participate 
as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function 
of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the 
Communications and Legislation Committee will not vote on matters before the Communications and 
Legislation Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters 
within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Communications and 
Legislation Committee held December 8, 2020 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None  
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 

Monday, February 8, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

10:00 AM E&O 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM WP&S 

1:30 PM C&L 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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  None  

 
 
 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 
   
 b. Report on activities from Sacramento 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT  

 
 a. External Affairs Management report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 

 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
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NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the 
Board of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not 
take any final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or 

services, in order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive 
Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or 
accommodation.  
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REVISION NO. 1 

 
L&C Committee 

L. Dick, Chair 
J. Quiñonez, Vice Chair 
R. Atwater 
M. Camacho 
S. G. Goldberg  
A. Kassakhian 
J. Murray, Jr. 
R. Record  
T. Smith 
S. Tamaribuchi 

 

Legal and Claims Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

February 9, 2021 

9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Legal and Claims Committee meeting is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the 
Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims Committee may participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the 
committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Legal and Claims Committee. 

 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
2. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. General Counsel’s report of monthly activities 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Legal and Claims Committee meeting 
held November 10, 2020 

 
 

  

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:30 AM L&C 

10:30 AM. OP&T 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
  

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

(Added) 8-1 Report on San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California, et al., San Francisco County Superior Court Case 
Nos. CPF-10-510830, CPF-12-512466, CPF-14-514004, CPF-16-515282, 
CPF-16-515391, CGC-17-563350, and CPF-18-516389; the appeals of the 
2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District 
Case Nos. A146901, A148266, and A161144, and California Supreme 
Court Case No. S243500; the petition for extraordinary writ in the 2010 and 
2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. 
A155310; and the petition for extraordinary writ in the second 2016 action, 
Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. A154325 and 
California Supreme Court Case No. S251025; and authorize increase in 
maximum amount payable under contract for legal services with Horvitz & 
Levy, LLP in the amount of $300,000 for a total amount not to exceed 
$900,000; the General Manager has determined that the proposed action 
is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA.   [Conference with legal 
counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed session pursuant 
to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)]  
 
The following item was distributed to the board of directors, via US Mail, 
with the exception of the San Diego County Water Authority 
representatives due to the specific nature of the subject matter 

 
 
 
6. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 
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7. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
(Withdrawn) a. Report on San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District 

of Southern California, et al., San Francisco County Superior Court Case 
Nos. CPF-10-510830, CPF-12-512466, CPF-14-514004, CPF-16-515282, 
CPF-16-515391, CGC-17-563350, and CPF-18-516389; the appeals of the 
2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District 
Case Nos. A146901, A148266, and A161144, and California Supreme 
Court Case No. S243500; the petition for extraordinary writ in the 2010 and 
2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. 
A155310; and the petition for extraordinary writ in the second 2016 action, 
Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. A154325 and 
California Supreme Court Case No. S251025 
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 

 
 
 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.  
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OP&T Committee 

J. Murray, Jr., Chair 
S. Ballin, Vice Chair 
S. Blois 
M. Camacho 
G. Cordero 
S. Faessel 
D. Galleano 
M. Hogan 
R. Lefevre 
T. McCoy  
J. Morris 
A. Ortega  
G. Peterson 
J. Quiñonez 
T. Smith  
S. Tamaribuchi 
H. Williams 

 

 

Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

February 9, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee is 
noticed as a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the 
Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee may participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  
In order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee will not vote on matters 
before the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee. 
 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Organization, Personnel 
and Technology Committee held January 11, 2021 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

  

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:30 AM L&C 

10:30 AM  OP&T 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  

(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 

 5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

 6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council Update 
   
 b. Ethics Officer’s Monthly Update on Independent Review of Workplace 

Concerns  
   
 c. Quarterly Cybersecurity Oral Update  

[Conference with Metropolitan Cybersecurity Unit Manager of Information 
Technology, Jacob Margolis, or designated agents on threats to public 
services or facilities; to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code 
Section 54957(a)] 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. Human Resources Manager’s report 
   
 b. Information Technology Manager’s report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 
Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the 
Board of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will 
not take any final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is 
present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Regular Board Meeting  

February 9, 2021 

12:00 p.m.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                        700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

1. Call to Order 
   
 (a) Invocation:  Kevin Webb, Team Manager, Real Property Group 

 
   
 (b) Pledge of Allegiance: Director Ardy Kassakhian, City of Glendale 
   
   

2. Roll Call 
  

  
3. Determination of a Quorum 

  
  

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters 
within the Board’s jurisdiction.  (As required by Government Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

   
  

5. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
   
 A. Report on Directors’ events attended at Metropolitan expense for 

month of January 2021  
   
 B. Chairwoman's Monthly Activity Report 
   

 
 
  

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:30 AM L&C 

10:30 AM OP&T 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board 

REVISION NO. 1 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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 C. Induction of new Director Thai Phan from the City of Santa Ana  

 (a)  Receive credentials 

 (b)  Report on credentials by General Counsel 

 (c)  File credentials 

 (d)  Administer Oath of Office 

 (e)  File Oath 

   
 D. Induction of new Director Anthony R. Fellow from Upper San 

Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District 

 (a)  Receive credentials 

 (b)  Report on credentials by General Counsel 

 (c)  File credentials 

 (d)  Administer Oath of Office 

 (e)  File Oath 
   
 E. General Manager's summary of activities for the month of 

January 2021 

   

 F. General Counsel’s summary of activities for the month of 
January 2021 

   
 G. General Auditor’s summary of activities for the month of January 

2021 
   
 H. Ethics Officer’s summary of activities for the month of January 

2021 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting for January 12, 2021 and 

the Corrected Minutes of the Meeting for December 8, 2020 
(Copies have been submitted to each Director) 
Any additions, corrections, or omissions 

   
 B. Approve Commendatory Resolution for Director Jose Solorio 

representing the City of Santa Ana 
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 C. Approve Commendatory Resolution for Director Charles Treviño 
representing Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District 

   
 D. Approve committee assignments 

 
 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 7-1 Award $2,418,149 contract to Metro Builders & Engineers 

Group, Ltd. to upgrade the sodium hypochlorite feed system at 
the Garvey Reservoir; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
(E&O)  

   

 7-2 Review and consider the Western Municipal Water District of 
Riverside County’s approved and adopted Final Mitigated 
Negative Declaration and Addendum and take related CEQA 
actions, and Authorize the General Manager to enter into a 
Stormwater for Recharge Pilot Agreement with Western 
Municipal Water District of Riverside County for the Enhanced 
Monitoring of the Victoria Recharge Basin Project. (WP&S) 

   

 7-3 Review and consider the City of Bell Gardens’ approved and 
adopted Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Addendum 
and take related CEQA actions, and authorize the General 
Manager to enter into a Stormwater for Recharge Pilot 
Agreement with Central Basin Municipal Water District and the 
City of Bell Gardens. (WP&S) 

   

 7-4 Review and consider the Department of Water Resources' 
certified Final Environmental Impact Report and take related 
CEQA actions and approve the State Water Project Contract 
Amendment for Water Management. (WP&S) 

   

 7-5 Authorize: (1) agreement with the State Water Contractors, Inc. 
to pursue 2021 Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies; and 
(2) $5 per acre-foot initial administrative deposit not-to-exceed 
$500,000; the General Manger has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or not subject otherwise subject to 
CEQA. (WP&S) 

   
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 
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8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
   

(Added) 8-1 Report on San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California, et al., San Francisco 
County Superior Court Case Nos. CPF-10-510830, CPF-12-
512466, CPF-14-514004, CPF-16-515282, CPF-16-515391, 
CGC-17-563350, and CPF-18-516389; the appeals of the 2010 
and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District 
Case Nos. A146901, A148266, and A161144, and California 
Supreme Court Case No. S243500; the petition for extraordinary 
writ in the 2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First 
Appellate District Case No. A155310; and the petition for 
extraordinary writ in the second 2016 action, Court of Appeal for 
the First Appellate District Case No. A154325 and California 
Supreme Court Case No. S251025; and authorize increase in 
maximum amount payable under contract for legal services with 
Horvitz & Levy, LLP in the amount of $300,000 for a total 
amount not to exceed $900,000; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA. (L&C)  [Conference with legal counsel – 
existing litigation; to be heard in closed session pursuant to 
Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)]  
 
The following item was distributed to the board of directors, via 
US Mail, with the exception of the San Diego County Water 
Authority representatives due to the specific nature of the 
subject matter 

 
 
 

9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
   
 9-1 Update on Conservation Program  

 
 
 

10. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS  
 
 
 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT  
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NOTE: Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or more 
committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation appears in 
parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may be obtained from 
the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 
available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of 
the requested service or accommodation.  
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Summary Report for 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 
February 9, 2021 

 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 
The Board: 

 
Awarded $2,418,149 contract to Metro Builders & Engineers Group, Ltd. for sodium 
hypochlorite feed system upgrades at Garvey Reservoir.  (Agenda Item 7-1) 
 
Reviewed and considered the Lead Agency’s approved and adopted Final MND and 
Addendum and take related CEQA actions and authorized the General Manager to enter into 
a Stormwater for Recharge Pilot Program Agreement with Western Municipal Water District 
of Riverside County for the Enhanced Monitoring of the Victoria Basin Recharge Project.  
(Agenda Item 7-2) 
 
Reviewed and considered the Lead Agency’s approved Final MND and Addendum and take 
related CEQA actions, and authorized the General Manager to enter into a Stormwater for 
Recharge Pilot Program Agreement with Central Basin Municipal Water District and the city 
of Bell Gardens for the John Anson Ford Park Infiltration Cistern Project. 
(Agenda Item 7-3) 
 
Reviewed and considered the certified Final EIR and take related CEQA actions, and 
authorized the General Manager to sign the proposed amendment to Metropolitan’s State 
Water Project contract with the California Department of Water Resources. 
(Agenda Item 7-4) 
 
Authorized the General Manager to enter into an agreement with the State Water Contractors, 
Inc. to pursue 2021 Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies, in a form approved by the 
General Counsel; and authorized making a $5 per acre-foot initial administrative deposit and 
disbursements from that deposit consistent with the agreement not-to-exceed $500,000.  
(Agenda Item 7-5) 

 
 
OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION  
 
Authorized the General Counsel to amend the existing agreement for legal services with Horvitz 
& Levy, LLP in the SDCWA v. Metropolitan rate litigation to increase the maximum amount 
payable by $300,000 to a total amount not-to-exceed $900,000.  (Agenda Item 8-1) 
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CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION 
 
Approved Commendatory Resolution for Director Jose Solorio representing the city of Santa 
Ana.  (Agenda Item 6B) 
 
Approved Commendatory Resolution for Director Charles Treviño representing Upper San 
Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District.  (Agenda Item 6C) 
 
Approved committee assignments.  Director Phan was assigned as a member of the Legal and 
Claims Committee.  Director Fellow was assigned as a member of the Conservation and Local 
Resources Committee, the Legal and Claims Committee, and the Organization, Personnel and 
Technology Committee.  Director Jung was assigned as a member of the Audit and Ethics 
Committee, the Finance and Insurance Committee, and the Organization, Personnel and 
Technology Committee.  (Agenda Item 6D) 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
 
Induction of new Director Thai Phan from the city of Santa Ana.  (Agenda Item 5C) 
 
Induction of new Director Anthony Fellow from Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 
District.  (Agenda Item 5D) 
 
Induction of new Director Fred Jung from the city of Fullerton. 
(Director sworn in February 8, 2021) 
 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING. 
 
Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter 
Archive approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their 
attachments, please copy and paste the following into your browser:  
http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/search.aspx 

All current month materials, before they are moved to the Board Letter Archive, are available on 
the public website here: http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings 
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