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Biden Administration Executive Actions  
 

Just one week into his Administration, President Biden has signed numerous Executive 
Orders (EO) and memos to federal agencies, including a few listed below:  
  
Regulatory Freeze Memo 
 

White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain issued a memo to all federal agencies directing them to 
freeze all current pending agency regulations until Biden political appointees have had an 
opportunity to review them.   
  
Modernizing Regulatory Review Memo 
 

President Biden issued a memo that directs the Office of Management and Budget to work 
with federal agencies as soon as possible to produce a set of recommendations to improve 
and modernize the federal regulatory review process.  These recommendations seek to 
provide concrete suggestions on how the regulatory review process can promote public 
health and safety, economic growth, social welfare, racial justice, environmental 
stewardship, human dignity, equity, and the interests of future generations.  The memo 
directs that the recommendations should be developed through public engagement with 
relevant stakeholders.  The memo can be found HERE.  
  
Executive Order on Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring 
Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis 
 

In addition to the memo from Klain discussed above, President Biden issued a separate EO 
to review a specific environmental rules and regulations issued during the length of the 
Trump Administration including:  
 

• "Update to the Regulations Implementing the Procedural Provisions of the National 
Environmental Policy Act," 85 Fed. Reg. 43304 (July 16, 2020)  

• "National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Lead and Copper Rule Revisions," 86 
Fed. Reg. 4198 (January 15, 2021). 

• "The Navigable Waters Protection Rule: Definition of 'Waters of the United States,'" 
85 Fed. Reg. 22250 (April 21, 2020). 

 

• The EO can be found HERE. 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/modernizing-regulatory-review/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis/
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Executive Order to Strengthen Buy America Provisions  
 

President Biden issued an EO to strengthen Buy American Provisions, as well as ensure that 
the federal government spends funds on American-made goods by American workers with 
American-made component parts.  The EO can be found HERE.   
 

Biden Administration Nominations and Personnel  
 

President Biden’s Administration has begun moving quickly on filling the roughly 4,000 
political appointee positions (1,250 of which require Senate confirmation) throughout the 
federal agencies.  Below are some of the individuals who have been nominated or appointed 
to positions important to Water Authority related issues: 
 
Department of the Interior/Bureau of Reclamation  
 

• Secretary of the Department of the Interior—Congresswoman Deb Haaland (D-NM): 
nominated but no date set yet for confirmation hearing before the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee 

• Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Water and Science—Tanya Trujillo (previously 
served as counsel in Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee and 
Department of the Interior under the Obama Administration): appointed  

• Deputy Commissioner Bureau of Reclamation—Camille Touton (previously served as 
staff to House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee): appointed  

 
Environmental Protection Agency  
 

• Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency—Michael Regan (Secretary of 
the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality): nominated but no date set 
yet for confirmation hearing before the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee 

• Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator—Radhika Fox (CEO of US Water Alliance): 
appointed  

 

President Biden Rolls Out $1.9 Trillion COVID Relief Package  
 

Prior to being sworn into office, then President-elect Biden rolled out a $1.9 trillion COVID-
19 relief package.  President Bident’s proposal includes the following: 
 

• $350 billion for emergency funds for state, local and tribal governments  
• $5 billion for home energy and water costs and arrears  
• Provide over 14 weeks of paid sick and family and medical leave to help parents with 

additional caregiving responsibilities when a child or loved one’s school or care 
center is closed; for people who have or are caring for people with COVID-19 
symptoms, or who are quarantining due to exposure; and for people needing to take 
time to get the vaccine 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/25/president-biden-to-sign-executive-order-strengthening-buy-american-provisions-ensuring-future-of-america-is-made-in-america-by-all-of-americas-workers/
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• Reimburse employers with less than 500 employees for the cost of this leave. 
Extending the refundable tax credit will reimburse employers for 100 percent of the 
cost of this leave  

• Reimburse state and local government for the cost of this leave  
• Extend emergency paid leave measures until September 30, 2021  

 
In the coming weeks, Congress is expected to begin discussions regarding President Biden’s 
COVID relief package.  
 
 

FY 2021 Appropriations Update 
 

In late December, Congress passed, and the President signed into law a $1.4 trillion Fiscal 
Year 2021 omnibus appropriations package.  This package contains all twelve FY21 
appropriations bills and will fund the federal government through the end of the fiscal year 
that ends on September 30, 2021.  Below are some programmatic funding levels of 
importance to the Water Authority:   
 
 

FY21 Environmental Protection Agency Funding  
 

Agency/Program  Final FY21 Funding 
Level 

Change from FY20 
Enacted Level 

EPA $9.24 billion  Increase of $180 million  
Clean Water State Revolving Fund $1.638 billion No change 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund $1.126 billion No Change  
WIFIA $60 million  No Change  
Mexico Border Program $30 million Increase of $5 million  

 
FY21 Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation Funding 

 
Agency/Program  Final FY21 Funding 

Level 
Change from FY20 
Enacted Level 

General Investigations $153 million Increase of $2 million  
Construction  $2.69 billion Increase of $11.6 million  
Operations & Maintenance $3.85 billion Increase of $59.7 million  
Environmental Infrastructure $100 million  No change  
Bureau of Reclamation $1.69 billion Increase of $11 million  
WaterSMART Grants $55 million  No change  
Title XVI Program (WIIN Projects) $20 million  No change  
Title XVI Program (Legacy Projects) $43.617 million  No change  
WIIN Desalination Program  $12 million  No change  
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December Deal Reached on COVID-19 Relief Package 
 

Within days of the Christmas holiday, Congress and the White House reached a deal on an 
additional COVID-19 relief package.  The final package was attached to the FY21 omnibus 
appropriations package and passed together.  Details of the package are included below.   
 
While the President has signed the package into law, right before the Christmas holiday, he 
began to raise a strong objection to the amount of funding in the bill for direct payments to 
individuals, which is currently $600 for individuals, and that he would like to see that 
number increased to $2,000.  Congressional Democrats jumped on board with this proposal 
and began expressing their support for the idea.  On Monday, December 28th, the House voted 
and passed an amendment to the COVID-19 relief package to raise direct payments to 
individuals.  The amendment now goes to the Senate for its consideration.  
 

Unemployment Insurance: $120 Billion 
  

• Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC): provides an additional 
$300/week starting December 26th and ending March 14, 2021 

• Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA): extends PUA for self-employed, 
freelancers, gig workers, and part-time workers until April 5, 2021  

• Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC): extends PEUC which 
provides additional benefits when regular state benefits run out until April 5, 2021 

 
Direct Payments to Individuals: $160 Billion  
 

• One-time payments of $600 for individuals making up to $75,000 and $1,200 for 
couples making up to $150,000, as well as an extra $600 per eligible child 
dependent.   

 
Extension of Paid Leave Credits 
 

• Extends refundable payroll tax credits for paid sick and family leave that was 
established in the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, through March 31, 2021 

 
Emergency Rental Assistance: $25 billion  
 

• Extends eviction moratorium until January 31, 2021  
• Allows for funding to be used to pay utilities bills, both current and previously owed  

 
Low-Income Water Utility Bill Assistance: $638 million  
 

• a new program that will help low-income families cover the costs of their drinking 
water and wastewater utility bills 

• provide grants to states and tribes, who in turn will provide funds to owners or 
operators of public water systems or treatment works to reduce arrearages and 
rates to low-income households 
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Congress Passes WRDA Bill 
 

Also included in the end-of-the-year omnibus appropriations and COVID-19 relief package 
was the Water Resources Development Act of 2020 (WRDA).  The WRDA bill provides policy 
direction and project authorizations for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The WRDA bill is 
typically passed by Congress on a two-year cycle.  The 2020 WRDA bill includes the 
following:  
 

• Authorizes 46 pending Chief’s Reports for construction  
• Authorizes 27 feasibility studies for water resources development projects  
• Directs the Corps to conduct six river basin studies  
• Provides authorization for additional funding for the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund  
• Allows for calculation in sea level rise benefits for Corps projects  
• Directs the Corps to finalize the Principles, Requirements, and Guidelines  

 
 

Federal Grant Opportunities/Announcements  
 

Economic Adjustment Assistance (EAA) Program.  The Economic Development 
Administration awarded $5.98 million to the City of San Diego for stormwater improvements 
needed to mitigate the impacts of flooding.   
 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA).  The Environmental 
Protection Agency has announced 55 new projects that have been invited to apply for 
roughly $5.1 billion in WIFIA loans.  This funding will help finance over $12 billion in clean 
water and drinking water infrastructure projects to protect public health and improve water 
quality. The list of 55 projects (including 4 in San Diego County) can be found HERE.   
 
WaterSMART Small-Scale Water Efficiency Program.  The Bureau of Reclamation has 
announced a funding opportunity for the WaterSMART Small-Scale Water Efficiency 
Program.  Through this funding opportunity, Reclamation provides funding for small-scale 
on-the-ground projects that seek to conserve, better manage, or otherwise make more 
efficient use of water supplies. Applicants can request up to $75,000 in Reclamation funding 
for projects with a total project cost of $200,000 or less.  Applications are due on March 18. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.epa.gov/wifia/wifia-selected-projects-map


 

 
 
January 27, 2021 
 
Attention:  Imported Water Committee              
 
Metropolitan Water District Delegates’ Report.  (Information)1  
 
Purpose 
This report summarizes activities of interest at the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) 
committee and Board meetings on December 7, 8, and 15, 2020 and January 11 and 12, 2021.  
The MWD Board will meet next on February 8 and 9.   
 
Discussion 
The Water Authority Delegates (Delegates) supported eight of 10 and nine of 10 action items 
approved by the MWD Board at its December 2020 and January 2021 meetings, respectively.  
MWD Board actions of interest to the Water Authority include:  

• Authorized execution of a funding agreement with the California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) to fund 47.2 percent for MWD’s share of the single-tunnel Bay-Delta 
fix planning and pre-construction costs (December); 

• Authorized an agreement with Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) to support the 
development of the Regional Recycled Water Program (RRWP) (December); 

• Adopted the COVID-19 Member Agency Payment Deferment Program (December);  
• Adopted the 2021 legislative priorities and principles, which included Director Smith’s 

added priority to secure funding to offer direct relief to disadvantaged community and 
low-income ratepayers for their arrear utility payments as a result of COVID-19 
(December);  

• Approved and authorized the distribution of Appendix A for use in the issuance and 
remarketing of MWD’s Bonds (January);  

• Approved the job description, recruitment brochure, and outreach plan for General 
Manager recruitment process (January); and 

• Elected Directors Hogan and Treviño (Upper San Gabriel Valley) to serve as nonofficer 
members of the Executive Committee (January). 

 
Board Leadership, Governance, and Procedures 
The Board did not approve Chairwoman Gray’s (West Basin) new Board leadership slate at its 
regular December Board meeting. The appointments were agendized on a Special Board meeting 
one week later, but the Board tabled the appointments. The “table” motion implied “all 
committee chairs and vice chairs and everybody who’s in place now would just continue to be an 
extension,” At the January 2021 meeting, Chairwoman Gray removed Director Butkiewicz as 
Board Vice Chair and let the Board know she will defer the leadership appointments until 
February. The Board elected nonofficer members—Hogan and Treviño—to the Executive 
Committee even though the new Board leadership has not been appointed. Attachment 1 
summarizes the Board’s discussions on Board leadership.  
 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
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After several tries, at the January Board meeting, Hogan received confirmation from Gray that 
MWD would accommodate the request to discuss Board procedural rules at the January 
Executive Committee meeting. Currently, MWD operates under “chair’s rules,” which gives the 
Board Chair great discretion over how Board meetings are conducted. During the December 
Executive Committee meeting, Director Ortega (Fullerton) alluded to a different issue related to 
Board governance, “[t]here's active efforts by some of the Chairwoman’s supporters to 
undermine support for some directors at their own member agencies.” He added that it is 
“uncalled for people to go lobby member agencies to try to get members removed so that they 
can change the balance on this Board.” Ortega again mentioned additional “lobbying” efforts that 
aim to influence which MWD caucus meetings he attends at the January Board meeting. 
 
GM Recruitment 
In January 2021, the Board approved the job description, recruitment brochure, and outreach 
plan for the General Manager recruitment. This process will now transition to the Executive 
Committee, which will involve, among other tasks, reviewing screening criteria and narrowing 
down candidates for Board’s consideration. The current schedule has the Board selecting a new 
General Manager in May 2020. Separately, Assistant General Manager and Strategic Water 
Initiatives Patterson retired in December. 
 
Financial Management Issues 
At its December meeting, the Finance and Insurance (F&I) Committee received a presentation on 
the proposed COVID-19 Member Agency Payment Deferment Program. Through this program, 
MWD will allow member agencies to defer a portion of their bills equal to the percentage of 
their customers’ delinquency rate (up to 10 percent of their MWD bill) from January 1, 2021 
through June 30, 2021 and defer associated late fees for up to 12 months. Director Goldberg 
requested that staff return in January 2021 with a proposed amendment to provide a pass-through 
option so the program benefits are available to all retail agencies without regard to wholesale 
agency reserves. (However, staff did not return with this option at the January F&I Committee 
meeting, but F&I Committee Chair Quiñonez (Los Angeles) and Assistant General Manager and 
Chief Financial Officer Kasaine indicated the passthrough option will be presented in February.)  
 
At its December meeting, the F&I Committee also received a presentation on the rate refinement 
process. Attachment 2 summarizes the committee’s discussions on the item.  
 
In January, the Delegates opposed approving and distributing Appendix A to MWD’s official 
statement for the reasons described in their letter.2 One of their key concerns is that MWD 
continues to lump the water MWD transports for the Water Authority’s exchange with MWD’s 
water sales as “water transactions.” In doing so, MWD obscures the downward trend and 
volatility of its water sales and also the reliable, consistent revenue the exchange provides.   
 
 

 
2 The Delegates’ concerns related to Appendix A to MWD’s official statement are articulated in their January 10, 
2021 letter found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-01-10-WA-Del-ltr-re-Appendix-
A.pdf. MWD’s January 12, 2021 response letter found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021-01-12-MWD-Response-to-SDCWA-re-Appendix-A.pdf.  
 

https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-01-10-WA-Del-ltr-re-Appendix-A.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-01-10-WA-Del-ltr-re-Appendix-A.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-01-12-MWD-Response-to-SDCWA-re-Appendix-A.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-01-12-MWD-Response-to-SDCWA-re-Appendix-A.pdf
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Water Supply Issues 
At its December meeting, the Bay-Delta Committee meeting discussed an agreement with DWR 
to fund 47.2 percent of planning and preconstruction costs for the single-tunnel Bay-Delta fix, 
committing MWD $160.8 million to fund these costs over the next four years. The Committee 
also discussed an agreement amendment for the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction 
Authority (DCA) that changed the structure of its governing Board. Ultimately, the Board 
unanimously approved the item.   
 
At its December meeting, without the Delegates’ support, the Board authorized an agreement 
with SNWA to accept up to $6 million in financial support for the environmental review of 
MWD’s potential RRWP, approved by the Board in November 2020. While supportive of 
collaboration, the Delegates urged MWD to defer this item until it completes the 2020 Integrated 
Water Resources Plan (IRP) so MWD may better assess how the RRWP fits with its overall 
supply picture and may assist in reaching the state policy of reducing reliance on the Bay-Delta. 
Attachment 3 summarizes the Bay-Delta Committee and Board’s discussions of these three 
items. 
 
In January 2021, staff presented a State Water Project (SWP) supply contract amendment that it 
reported will provide more flexibility in managing SWP supplies through transfers and 
exchanges between contractors. The Board will consider executing the amendment in February.   
 
MWD Organizational Culture Issues 
Since June 2020, MWD employees and union representatives have provided public comment 
during the Board and Organization, Personnel and Technology (OP&T) Committee meetings to 
express their concerns with MWD’s work environment, including issues related to favoritism, 
nepotism, harassment, sexual assault, and retaliation. The comments continued at the December 
2020 committee meeting; six speakers—both MWD employees and members of the public—
voiced their concerns about MWD management response to the allegations of workplace 
harassment and retaliation. One MWD employee voiced concerns for the victims of harassment 
and urged the employees to use the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council (DEI council) to 
find solutions. Assistant General Manager and Chief Administrative Officer Chapman gave an 
update on the DEI Council, which is composed of some employee resource group and bargaining 
unit representatives. However, AFSCME Local 1902 (MWD’s largest bargaining unit); 
AFSCME 1902 Women’s Caucus; and the Black Employees’ Association are not participating in 
the council for various concerns.  
 
In November, the Board authorized Ethics Officer Salinas to enter a contract with the 
Sacramento-based Shaw Law Group (Shaw) to conduct an independent review of allegations of 
systemic workplace harassment and retaliation. At the January 2021 OP&T Committee meeting, 
Salinas reported that Shaw conducted interviews and reviewed some materials, and that the 
Ethics Office is obtaining additional records for Shaw’s review.  
 
Integrated Resources Plan 
At MWD’s December 2020 IRP Special Committee meeting, staff presented on three items: 1) 
an overview of its draft 2015 IRP “retrospective” report; 2) a preliminary “gap analysis” for the 
2020 IRP; and 3) the policy implications for the 2020 IRP. Attachment 4 summarizes the 
committee’s discussions of these items. 
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COVID-19 Update 
At the January 2021 Engineering and Operations (E&O) Committee meeting, Chief of 
Operations and Water System Operations Group Manager Yamasaki reported that one of 
MWD’s suppliers of liquid oxygen, which is used in the ozonation process at MWD’s treatment 
plants, announced that it may reduce deliveries by up to 80 percent due to the “increase need [for 
oxygen] by hospitals for COVID-19 patients.” Although MWD’s liquid oxygen deliveries have 
not been impacted yet, MWD is evaluating alternative suppliers in case they are needed and 
“further optimizing treatment plant operations.” If this supply issue becomes long-term, MWD 
can transition some of its plants to chlorine for primary disinfection. Also due to COVID-19 
impacts, Chief Engineer and Engineering Services Group Manager Bednarski reported delayed 
equipment deliveries that have caused delays for some capital projects, including one on the 
Colorado River Aqueduct. A contractor suspended work on another rehabilitation project for two 
weeks due to their staff contracting COVID-19.  
 
At the January 2021 OP&T Committee meeting, Pitman presented a COVID-19 update. Since 
March 2020, 95 MWD employees tested positive for COVID-19 and “five employees may have 
caught COVID from co-workers.” MWD’s health and safety staff will present a more thorough 
COVID-19 presentation at February’s E&O Committee meeting. Attachments 5 and 6 are copies 
of MWD’s December 2020 and January 2021 committee and Board meeting agendas and Board 
summaries, respectively.  
 
Prepared by: Skylar Stephens, Management Analyst  
Reviewed by: Bay-Delta Committee by Michael Hogan  
  Communications and Legislation Committee by Jerry Butkiewicz and Tim Smith 
  Conservation and Local Resources Committee by Michael Hogan  
  Engineering and Operations Committee by Tim Smith   
  Executive Committee by Jerry Butkiewicz, Michael Hogan, & Tim Smith 
  Finance and Insurance Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith  
  Integrated Resources Plan Special Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith 
  Legal and Claims Committee by Gail Goldberg & Tim Smith  
  Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee by Michael Hogan &Tim 

Smith  
  Real Property and Asset Management Committee by Michael Hogan & Tim Smith  
  Water Planning and Stewardship Committee by Gail Goldberg & Michael Hogan 
    
Attachments:  
Attachment 1 – Discussion Summary of Board Leadership Appointments   
Attachment 2 – Discussion Summary of Rate Refinement Process 
Attachment 3 – Discussion Summary of MWD Supply Issues  
Attachment 4 – Discussion Summary of MWD’s Integrated Resources Plan 
Attachment 5 – MWD’s committee and Board meeting agendas dated December 7, 8, and 15, 2020 

and Board summaries dated December 8 and 15, 2020 
Attachment 6 – MWD’s committee and Board meeting agendas dated January 11 and 12, 2021 and 

Board summary dated January 12, 2021 
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Discussion Summary of the Board Committee Assignments1 

 
During the December 2020 Metropolitan Water District’s (MWD) Organization, Personnel and 
Technology (OP&T) Committee meeting, Director Ortega (Fullerton) requested a future agenda 
item on the process to select “Committee Chairs, Vice Chairs, and the appointment of members 
to those committees” since he understood “that there may be some changes in the committee 
chairmanships and vice chairmanships tomorrow” at the subsequent day’s Board meeting. (The 
only item on MWD’s Board agenda related to changing committee composition was the standing 
item “committee assignments.”) Section 2401 of the MWD Administrative Code (code) states, 
“Members, Chair, and Vice Chair of standing committees with the exception of the Executive 
Committee shall be appointed subject to the approval of the Executive Committee,” so Ortega 
wanted clarifications about the Board’s adherence to process. OP&T Committee Chair Murry 
(Los Angeles) agreed that the item warranted discussion. Director Quiñonez (Los Angeles) said 
the Board leadership appointment process should be consistent with the code.  
 
Responding to Director Treviño’s (Upper San Gabriel Valley) question about being in 
compliance with the code, General Manager Kightlinger said, “The interpretation has been that 
we are in compliance because the Executive Committee has approved the Board agenda each 
month and in the Board agenda, it states that the Chair may make recommendations at the Board, 
and then the Board votes on [them].” Quiñonez followed by saying there was no Executive 
Committee meeting in November, putting into question whether the Board can act on the 
leadership appointment. Director Hogan said the code is clear about the process and agreed that 
MWD should follow its code. Director Record (Eastern) pointed out that the Executive 
Committee did not approve the December committee and Board agendas, “but as far as I can tell 
we've had meetings all day, so I think the practice that Met has established over the years has a 
lot of precedent.”  
 
At the subsequent day’s Board meeting, Chairwoman Gray (West Basin) announced her 
proposed Board leadership appointments (Gray’s slate), which unlike past chairs’ practices, 
would result in significant leadership changes (see Attachment A). Responding to Ortega’s 
questions that he raised via email,2 Kightlinger said over the past few years, “the Executive 
Committee approve(d) the agendas and then the Chair ma(d)e the appointment at the Board 
meeting.” Quiñonez said that following the code was a “matter of openness and transparency,” 
and approval of Gray’s assignments was about “not just replacing a single vacancy” but 
“installing a whole new leadership team.” Record retorted that, “it’s not been the practice to have 
the Executive Committee confirm the Chair’s appointments, and I think that the past practice is 
correct.” Hogan restated that the Board is “obligated” to comply with its code and noted that on 
several occasions, the MWD Board acted on items out of compliance with its code without 
“taking any action to waive the code.” 
 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 Ortega’s December 8, 2020 letter is found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-08-
Ortega-to-Gray_Abdo_Committeeappointments.pdf. Scully’s December 11, 2020 response letter is found here: 
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-11-MWD-GC-memo-to-BOD-re-Committee-
Assignments.pdf.  

https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-08-Ortega-to-Gray_Abdo_Committeeappointments.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-08-Ortega-to-Gray_Abdo_Committeeappointments.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-11-MWD-GC-memo-to-BOD-re-Committee-Assignments.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-11-MWD-GC-memo-to-BOD-re-Committee-Assignments.pdf
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Gray protested about the procedural questions raised by the several board members, adding that 
the Board needed to “review” the code. Record made a motion to waive the code and approve 
Gray’s slate, which failed with only 48.83 percent support. The Fullerton, Los Angeles, Santa 
Ana, Santa Monica, Upper San Gabriel Valley, and Water Authority delegations along with one 
of Central Basin’s two representatives opposed Record’s motion.  
 
Later during the meeting under the agenda’s last item “Future Agenda Items,” Director Pressman 
(Beverly Hills) moved to approve Gray’s slate again since the Board could approve the 
assignments “pending Executive Committee approval at its next meeting.” Responding to Gray’s 
question whether Pressman’s motion was “appropriate,” General Counsel Scully said the vote 
was “fine” if the Board is “still in the same meeting.” Quiñonez voiced concern that the motion 
was “out of order” and thus, urged his colleagues not to support the motion. Hogan agreed with 
Quiñonez saying that most of the Board members had likely left the meeting and acting now 
would “subject the Board to criticism.” Director Solorio (Santa Ana) agreed that taking action 
would raise “red flags” and expressed concerns about transparency; Treviño also agreed. Ortega 
motioned to table the item, and Solorio seconded. Director Smith said Pressman was trying find 
compromise and suggested having an Executive Committee meeting the following week. 
Director Ramos (Burbank) supported Smith’s suggestion. Following a request from Gray, 
Pressman withdrew his motion and later, a joint Executive Committee and Special Board 
meeting was scheduled on December 15.3 
 
At the December 15, 2020 the Executive Committee meeting, Gray mentioned Director Ballin’s 
(San Fernando) letter4 expressing concern that Gray’s slate lacks diversity and said “to think that 
I'm not cognizant of every appointment that I make, and what they say about our priorities is not 
to know or hear me.” Subsequently, Director Kurtz (Pasadena) moved, seconded by Pressman, to 
approve Gray’s slate. Ballin said she believed there was “a lack of ethnic and geographic 
diversity” in the proposed assignments, which was “unacceptable,” and proposed a more diverse 
Board leadership slate (diversity slate), which she had sent earlier to MWD’s Board 
Administrator for distribution but had yet to be sent to the Board.5 Scully said the diversity slate 
must be accessible to the public since it was provided to the Board in writing; however, Gray’s 
slate was not subject to being publicly posted since she had provided it orally. Ortega stated that 
Gray’s slate should be subject to that same requirement being placed on the diversity.  
 
Ballin read the diversity slate to the Board (see Attachment A); Director Butkiewicz made a 
substitute motion to approve it, which Quiñonez seconded. Record argued that the motion to 
approve the diversity slate was out of order since the Executive Committee could not waive the 
code. He added that the “Chairwoman has the right to make appointments.” In response to Gray, 

 
3 Following the Board meeting and in response to Scully’s statements, Ortega sent another email to Scully for 
further explanation of the Board’s procedures for approving committee assignments. Ortega’s December 12, 2020 
email to Scully is found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-12-Dir-Ortega-email-to-
MWD-GC-re-Committee-Assignments.pdf. Scully’s December 14, 2020 response is found here: 
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-14-MWD-GC-email-to-BOD-re-Board-
Procedures.pdf  
4 Ballin’s December 15, 2020 letter to Chairwoman Gray is found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020-12-14-Dir-Ballin-San-Fernando-ltr-to-MWD-BOD-re-Committee-Assignments.pdf  
5 Diversity slate is found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-15-Diversity-slate.pdf  

https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-12-Dir-Ortega-email-to-MWD-GC-re-Committee-Assignments.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-12-Dir-Ortega-email-to-MWD-GC-re-Committee-Assignments.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-14-MWD-GC-email-to-BOD-re-Board-Procedures.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-14-MWD-GC-email-to-BOD-re-Board-Procedures.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-14-Dir-Ballin-San-Fernando-ltr-to-MWD-BOD-re-Committee-Assignments.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-14-Dir-Ballin-San-Fernando-ltr-to-MWD-BOD-re-Committee-Assignments.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-15-Diversity-slate.pdf
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Scully said that the Executive Committee could not waive the provisions of the code but could 
recommend a slate for Board approval.  
 
Pressman said the “specific Chairwoman's recommendations for chairs was never actually voted 
on” at the last meeting, and that Kurtz’s motion to approve Gray’s slate should be acted on. 
Scully corrected Pressman saying that Butkiewicz’s motion was a substitute motion and “entitled 
to be voted on prior to the main motion.” Gray repeatedly asked Butkiewicz to restate the 
substitute motion. Record again suggested that Butkiewicz’s motion was out of order, but Scully 
reiterated that it was permissible. 
 
Director Kassakhian (Glendale) suggested tabling the item so “both sides” that presented slates 
could “meet and discuss and present a more uniform proposal that everyone can support.” 
Director De Jesus (Three Valleys) made a second substitute motion to table the item as 
recommended by Kassakhian, and Director Abdo (Santa Monica) seconded it. Before the Board 
acted on this motion, De Jesus said this vote would mean that “all committee chairs and vice 
chairs and everybody who's in place now would just continue to be an extension” until a new 
slate is approved. The Executive Committee ultimately recommended to table the item. Abdo 
supported the motion to table because she believed “the people who are involved in this dispute 
can get together and figure it out” and that the Board should not be “divided.”  
 
During the December 15 Special Board meeting, Pressman made a motion to table the Board 
leadership item; Murray seconded. Peterson asked who would negotiate the committee 
assignment proposals, and Murray suggested that Gray reach out to the directors that proposed 
the diversity slate. Scully advised Board members to comply with the Brown Act. Record said he 
wanted to act now so the Board would not prolong the decision or violate the Brown Act by 
having discussions outside of a public meeting. Ortega reiterated his desire for Board decisions 
to be made transparently. Ultimately, the Board unanimously tabled the Board leadership 
appointments.  
 
Subsequently, Director Goldberg acknowledged the Sierra Club’s letter6 expressing concerns 
about leadership appointment process and the Brown Act; she requested a future agenda item be 
placed on the January agenda of the Legal and Claims Committee to discuss “Board policy for 
the enforcement of MWD’s Administrative Code.” Scully said staff “could look at the schedule 
and see if we can expand the time” to address the issue. (The Legal and Claims Committee did 
not meet in January.)  
 
At the January 2021 Board meeting, Gray did not reintroduce her slate, although she removed 
Butkiewicz as a Board Vice Chair. Ortega said the motion to table the new committee leadership 
assignments, which was approved by the Board at its December 15 meeting, was “contingent on 
the Executive Committee remaining as it is.” He recommended to not change to the Executive 
Committee, including the removal of Butkiewicz, until the Board acts on the leadership 
assignments. Gray did not take his advice.  
 

 
6 The Sierra Club’s December 14, 2020 letter is found here: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020-12-14-Sierra-Club-ltr-to-MWD-re-Brown-Act.pdf 

https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-14-Sierra-Club-ltr-to-MWD-re-Brown-Act.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-14-Sierra-Club-ltr-to-MWD-re-Brown-Act.pdf
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Gray held elections for the two nonofficer members of the Executive Committee by filling one 
seat at a time. Three candidates ran to fill these seats: Hogan, Pressman, and Treviño. Prior to the 
vote, each director provided a candidate statement. In his remarks, Hogan noted that he had 
previously told Gray that it “made [no] sense to conduct the election this month, given that we do 
not know as of now who is already on the Executive Committee by virtue of being a committee 
chair.” He also pointed out that last month’s action to defer Board leadership appointments 
intended to keep “everybody who’s in place now,” which would include the Executive 
Committee’s nonofficer members, until a new slate is approved. However, given that it is the 
“will of the Board” to act on the nonofficer positions, Hogan summarized his qualifications 
including providing geographic diversity should Gray’s slate be approved. Hogan concluded his 
comment by urging his fellow Board member to also support Treviño first, due to his leadership 
qualifications. Murray had recognized Treviño the previous day for his role in the General 
Manager recruitment process and since it would advance the diversity slate.  
 
For the first seat, Treviño was elected with 57.30 percent support from the Burbank, Central 
Basin, Fullerton, Glendale, Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Long Beach, Los Angeles, San 
Fernando, Santa Ana, Santa Monica, Upper San Gabriel Valley, and Water Authority 
delegations. Hogan was elected to fill the second seat with 52.25 percent support from one of 
Central Basins two representatives and the Fullerton, Glendale, Inland Empire, Los Angeles, San 
Fernando, Santa Ana, Santa Monica, Upper San Gabriel Valley, and Water Authority 
delegations. At the close of the January Board meeting, in response to Ortega, Gray confirmed 
she intended to seek approval for her Board leadership appointments at MWD’s February Board 
meeting.  
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Current and Proposed Board Leadership Assignments  

(as of December 15, 2020)  
 

Current Vice Chair and Committee Chair and 
Vice Chair Assignments 

 

Chairwoman Gray’s Proposed Slate  Alternative Diversity Slate  

Vice Chairs of the Board* 
•  Butkiewicz* 
•  De Jesus (Three Valleys)* 
•  Kurtz (Pasadena)* 
•  Repenning (Los Angeles)* 

 
 

• Ackerman (Municipal Water District of 
Orange County (MWDOC))* 

• De Jesus (Three Valleys)* 
• Kurtz (Pasadena)* 
• Repenning (Los Angeles)* 

 

• Ackerman (MWDOC)* 
• De Jesus (Three Valleys)* 
• Kurtz (Pasadena)* 
• Repenning (Los Angeles)* 

 

Agriculture and Industrial Relations Committee 
• Chair: Record (Eastern) 
• Vice Chair: Dick (MWDOC)  

 

• Chair: Galleano (Western)  
• Vice Chair: Hogan  

• Chair: Galleano (Western)  
• Vice Chair: Hogan 

Audit and Ethics (A&E) Committee* 
• Chair: Ramos (Burbank) 
• Vice Chair: McCoy (Compton) 

 

No change  No change 

Bay-Delta Committee* 
• Chair: Ackerman (MWDOC) 
• Vice Chair: Faessel (Anaheim) 

 

• Chair: Atwater (Foothill) 
• Vice Chair: Cordero (Long Beach) 

 

• Chair: Atwater (Foothill) 
• Vice Chair: Cordero (Long Beach) 

 
Communications and Legislation (C&L) Committee* 

• Chair: Cordero (Long Beach) 
• Vice Chair: Kurtz (Pasadena) 

 

• Chair: Morris (San Marino) 
• Vice Chair: Hawkins (Central Basin) 

 

• Chair: Goldberg 
• Vice Chair: Hawkins (Central Basin) 

 
Conservation and Local Resources (C&LR) Committee* 

• Chair: Abdo (Santa Monica) 
• Vice Chair: Quinn (Los Angeles) 

 

• Chair: Quinn (Los Angeles) 
• Vice Chair: Goldberg 

• Chair: Quinn (Los Angeles) 
• Vice Chair: Butkiewicz  
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Current Vice Chair and Committee Chair and 

Vice Chair Assignments 
 

Chairwoman Gray’s Proposed Slate  Alternative Diversity Slate  

Engineering and Operations (E&O) Committee* 
• Chair: Smith 
• Vice Chair: Treviño (Upper San Gabriel 

Valley) 
 

• Chair: Blois (Calleguas) 
• Vice Chair: Faessel (Anaheim) 

• Chair: Treviño (Upper San Gabriel Valley) 
• Vice Chair: Faessel (Anaheim) 

Facilities Naming Committee 
• Chair: Morris (San Marino) 
• Vice Chair: Lefevre (Torrance) 
 

• Chair: Lefevre (Torrance) 
• Vice Chair: Apodaca (Central Basin) 

 
Note: Gray modified her slate from proposing Treviño 
as Vice Chair at the December 8 Board meeting to 
Apodaca at the December 15 Executive Committee 
meeting. 

• Chair: Lefevre (Torrance) 
• Vice Chair: Treviño (Upper San Gabriel 

Valley) 
 

 

 

Finance and Insurance (F&I) Committee* 
• Chair: Quiñonez (Los Angeles) 
• Vice Chair: Record (Eastern)  

• Chair: Record (Eastern) 
• Vice Chair: M. Petersen (Los Angeles)  

 

• Chair: Ortega (Fullerton)  
• Vice Chair: M. Petersen (Los Angeles) 

Integrated Resources Plan Special Committee 
• Chair: Pressman (Beverly Hills) 
• Vice Chair: De Jesus (Three Valleys) 

 

No change  • Chair: Pressman (Beverly Hills) 
• Vice Chair: Kassakhian (Glendale) 

 
Legal and Claims (L&C) Committee* 

• Chair: Dick (MWDOC) 
• Vice Chair: Quiñonez (Los Angeles) 

 

• Chair: No change  
• Vice Chair: Pressman (Beverly Hills) 

• Chair: Blois (Calleguas)  
• Vice Chair: Dick (MWDOC) 

Organization, Personnel and Technology (OP&T) Committee* 
• Chair: Murray (Los Angeles) 
• Vice Chair: Ballin (San Fernando) 

 

No change  No change 
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Current Vice Chair and Committee Chair and 

Vice Chair Assignments 
 

Chairwoman Gray’s Proposed Slate  Alternative Diversity Slate  

Real Property and Asset Management (RP&AM) Committee* 
• Chair: Hogan 
• Vice Chair: G. Peterson (Las Virgenes) 

 

• Chair: Smith 
• Vice Chair: Camacho (Inland Empire) 

• Chair: Smith 
• Vice Chair: Apodaca (Central Basin)  

Water Planning and Stewardship (WP&S) Committee* 
• Chair: Atwater (Foothill) 
• Vice Chair: Kurtz (Pasadena) 

• Chair: G. Peterson (Las Virgenes) 
• Vice Chair: Tamaribuchi (MWDOC)  

• Chair: Camacho (Inland Empire), Chair* 
• Vice Chair: Tamaribuchi (MWDOC)  

 
 
*Chair of these committees serve on Executive Committee. At the December 8 Board meeting, Gray announced that she will propose to make the 
Conservation and Local Resources Committee a standing committee, which would place its committee chair on the Executive Committee.  
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Current and Proposed Executive Committee Composition  

(as of December 15, 2020)  
 

Current  
 

Chairwoman Gray’s Proposed Slate  
Executive Committee Members 

Alternative Diversity Slate  
Executive Committee Members 

1. Abdo (Santa Monica) 
2. Ackerman (MWDOC) 
3. Atwater (Foothill) 
4. Butkiewicz  
5. Cordero (Long Beach) 
6. De Jesus (Three Valleys) 
7. Dick (MWDOC) 
8. Gray (West Basin) 
9. Hogan 
10. Kurtz (Pasadena) 
11. Murray (Los Angeles) 
12. Quiñonez (Los Angeles) 
13. Ramos (Burbank) 
14. Repenning (Los Angeles) 
15. Smith 

 

1. Abdo (Santa Monica) 
2. Ackerman (MWDOC) 
3. Atwater (Foothill) 
4. Blois (Calleguas) 
5. De Jesus (Three Valleys) 
6. Dick (MWDOC) 
7. Gray (West Basin) 
8. Kurtz (Pasadena) 
9. Morris (San Marino) 
10. Murray (Los Angeles) 
11. G. Peterson (Las Virgenes) 
12. Quinn (Los Angeles) 
13. Ramos (Burbank) 
14. Record (Eastern) 
15. Repenning (Los Angeles) 
16. Smith 
 

1. Abdo (Santa Monica) 
2. Ackerman (MWDOC) 
3. Atwater (Foothill) 
4. Camacho (Inland Empire) 
5. De Jesus (Three Valleys) 
6. Dick (MWDOC) 
7. Goldberg 
8. Gray (West Basin) 
9. Kurtz (Pasadena) 
10. Murray (Los Angeles) 
11. Ortega (Fullerton)  
12. Quinn (Los Angeles) 
13. Ramos (Burbank) 
14. Repenning (Los Angeles) 
15. Smith 
16. Treviño (Upper San Gabriel Valley) 
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Discussion Summary of the Rate Refinement Process1 

 
During its December 2020 Finance and Insurance (F&I) Committee meeting, the Metropolitan 
Water District (MWD) Board received a presentation on the upcoming “rate refinement 
process.” Originally expected to start in March 2020, this was the first presentation to the Board 
on the process. The process will begin in January 2021 and continue through 2021. Staff reported 
that the process will consider how MWD recovers its demand management programs’ costs. (In 
December 2019, the MWD Board approved staff’s recommendation to not incorporate the Water 
Stewardship Rate (WSR) or any other mechanism to recover costs associated with its demand 
management programs for calendar years 2021 and 2022.) Staff presented potential issues the 
process could also address: 

• Rate re-bundling;  
• Refinements to Readiness-to-Serve and Capacity charges;  
• Surplus year storage incentives; 
• Purchase orders commitments; and 
• Availability of service charge.  

 
Through a Request for Proposals (RFP) process, MWD selected Tom Chesnutt of A&N 
Technical Services, Inc. to serve as “facilitator” of the member agency workgroup. (Mr. 
Chesnutt served as “facilitator” during MWD’s member agency Treatment Charge Workgroup in 
2016 to 2017.)  
 
Following the presentation, Director Hogan said that during the Treatment Charge Workgroup, 
Chesnutt’s role was limited to only “facilitate discussions and not have an opinion” despite his 
background in cost of service and rate setting; he sought clarification on Chesnutt’s role in the 
rate refinement process. Assistant General Manager and Chief Financial Officer Kasaine said the 
facilitator RFP was “broad,” and she did not want to “get ahead of the [member agency] 
workgroup” before defining his role. If Chesnutt is limited to being a facilitator, Hogan requested 
the Board have an independent cost of service expert to provide input, answer questions, and 
offer guidance so the Board stays within the “guard rails” of cost of service principles; Kasaine 
agreed. Later, Director Blois (Calleguas) echoed Hogan’s comments and said the Board needs to 
agree on Chesnutt’s role.  
 
Director Smith requested that the process include:  

1) An understanding of MWD’s current rate structure for Board members (especially those 
who are new); 

2) Evaluation of alternatives to the current practice to suspend the ad valorem tax rate limit;  
3) Cost recovery options for: a) Regional Recycled Water Program, and b) single tunnel Bay 

Delta fix; and  
4) An end-of-year accounting of MWD’s various reserve funds.  

 
Kasaine said that the reserve’s accounting is outside the rate refinement process, but staff 
“should” be able to add to the rate refinement issues list.  

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
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Director Goldberg noted that at its October 2019 retreat, the Board discussed how member 
agencies implementation of local water supplies may impact MWD's rates and fiscal 
sustainability. She said many member agencies are concerned that increasing fixed charges will 
limit their ability to implement local projects, especially if MWD continues to authorize 
spending without better understanding its future demands or how it will recover costs in a 
sustainable fashion. Goldberg added that the Board needs to see and understand how MWD’s 
rates and demand for its water connect to the Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP) and asked 
how the IRP will inform the rate refinement process. Kasaine said “the IRP is going to 
determine…the demand for local supplies and the level of what [MWD] need[s] to collect” for 
demand management cost recovery. Assistant General Manager and Chief Operating Officer 
Upadhyay added that MWD has “the opportunity to answer some of the ‘what if’ scenarios” 
through the IRP. (However, it remains unclear how the IRP and rate review processes will feed 
into each other beyond the IRP’s findings related to demand management.) 
 
Responding to Director Ortega’s (Fullerton) question about the makeup of the workgroup, 
Kasaine said each member agency will provide one representative, and in addition to Kasaine, 
there will be three or four MWD staff members plus Chesnutt. Kasaine added that the F&I 
Committee Chair and Vice Chair will decide when staff will update the committee on the 
workgroup’s progress based. (During its presentation, staff said the workgroup will report 
“outcomes” to the member agency managers and the F&I Committee on a monthly basis.) 
Ortega responded that in the past when the Board formed a workgroup to “unbundle” rates (in 
the late 1990s and early 2000s), an MWD Director served as “co-chair” with a member agency 
manager, who was selected by the member agencies. This workgroup structure resulted in a 
positive experience because “everyone was represented” and “there was a lot of trust.” He 
suggested appointing a director with “expertise,” such as “Director Goldberg or somebody like 
that,” to serve on the workgroup.  
 
During the January 2021 F&I Committee meeting’s future agenda items discussion, Smith noted 
the additional rate review topics he provided in December, and said other directors were 
interested in a more “robust evaluation” of the rate review process. He expressed concern that the 
process might be limited to demand management and requested “assurances” from staff that the 
process will include a full rate review and accommodate all the Board’s requests. Kasaine said 
demand management funding “is the one thing [MWD] has to take up first,” but “there is a list of 
other priorities [the workgroup] would like to discuss.” General Manager Kightlinger said “it 
was the Board’s own action [in December 2019] that directed” demand management funding to 
be “resolved.” (The Board action did not explicitly direct staff to resolve demand management 
funding, rather staff’s accompanying memo stated that through the 2020 IRP update and rate 
refinement processes “the appropriate level of demand management expenditures to support the 
2020 IRP Update would be discussed as would the method to recover those expenditures.”) 
Kightlinger added that there are “other areas the Board may be interested in discussing as part of 
rate structure review.”  
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Discussion Summary of MWD Supply Issues1 

 
During its December 2020 and January 2021 committee and Board meetings, the Metropolitan 
Water District (MWD) Board discussed several issues related to the region’s State Water Project 
(SWP) supplies,2 storage, and the potential Regional Recycled Water Program (RRWP).  
 
Reducing Reliance on the Bay-Delta 
In December, the Water Authority Delegates urged MWD to develop a long-term strategy for its 
supply programs, especially in the Bay-Delta, based on identified needs and compliance with 
state policy to reduce reliance on the Bay-Delta. During the Bay-Delta Committee meeting, in 
response to a request from Director Goldberg, staff said it would provide an analysis of MWD’s 
Bay-Delta supply needs and overall efforts to reduce reliance on the Bay-Delta as part of the 
2020 Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP) update. Director Hogan requested staff provide a 
report on how the emergency freshwater pathway would fit into the overall seismic resiliency 
planning for the Bay-Delta prior to or absent completion of the tunnel. (Hogan also requested an 
update on the status of the state and federal litigation surrounding the SWP and Central Valley 
Project operating rules, which could impact SWP yield and MWD’s strategy in the Bay-Delta.) 
Later at the Real Property and Asset Management Committee meeting, Director Smith requested 
the Board consider updating its long-term Bay-Delta policies, which are more than a decade old. 
 
During the December Water Planning and Stewardship (WP&S) Committee meeting, MWD held 
a public hearing on its report on achievements in conservation, recycling, and groundwater 
recharge as required under Senate Bill 60. Following the hearing, Goldberg harkened back to her 
comments in the Bay-Delta Committee meeting, asking whether MWD calculated how these 
local supply achievements reduce reliance on the Bay-Delta. Kightlinger said the Urban Water 
Management Plan and IRP discuss how the achievements reduce demand on imported supplies 
in general.  
 
Bay-Delta Tunnel  
At its December meeting, the Board authorized execution of a funding agreement with the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) to fund 47.2 percent of planning and preconstruction 
costs for the single-tunnel Bay-Delta fix, committing MWD $160.8 million to fund these costs 
over the next four years. This level matches its Table A allocation and proportionate share of 
north of Bay-Delta contractors’ Table A (47.2 percent) but exceeds MWD’s budget for the 
planning costs by $8.9 million. In September 2020, the Board placed a moratorium on 
unbudgeted expenditures to manage costs. In its Board letter, staff said advanced funds returned 
from DWR for California WaterFix will bridge the tunnel planning cost difference. Prior to 
staff’s presentation on the agreement, during the December 2020 Bay-Delta Committee meeting, 
six members of the public supported funding the tunnel’s planning costs and ten opposed it.  
 
Staff reported that Kern County Water Agency (Kern) opted to fund only a portion of its total Table 
A share of planning costs, leaving about 13 percent, or $44 million, of total planning costs 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 For more information about Bay-Delta issues, see the memo Bay-Delta Update starting on page 56 of the Water 
Authority’s January 2021 Board packet found here: https://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-documents  

https://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-documents
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unfunded. General Manager Kightlinger explained that he “was willing to recommend” that 
MWD fund Kern’s unfunded share to move the project forward, which would have brought 
MWD’s total share to 60.2 percent, or $205.1 million over the next four years, but several Board 
members and member agencies expressed concern that MWD would be “subsidizing 
agriculture.” After speaking with state officials and getting assurance that the project’s planning 
could move forward without MWD picking up the unfunded share as DWR committed to 
“manage” Kern’s funding gap,3 staff recommended funding the tunnel’s planning costs at 47.2 
percent, or $160.8 million over the next four years. In response to questions from Directors 
Peterson (Las Virgenes) and Blois (Calleguas), Kightlinger said contractors could likely take on 
additional shares of the tunnel at the end of the environmental review.  
 
Smith asked when the state would conduct the analysis to determine the tunnel’s supply benefit, 
as it could have a significant impact on its unit costs. Bay-Delta Initiatives Manager Arakawa 
said the state’s public draft environmental documents should have that information as it will 
include proposed operational criteria. Director Repenning (Los Angeles) noted the importance of 
“protecting…ratepayers from being overburdened by this project,” and that the environmental 
review process will include analysis of the project and its alternatives so MWD can “get a good 
deal” for ratepayers and the environment; Director Cordero (Long Beach) echoed her. Director 
Quinn (Los Angeles) urged that appropriate project alternatives be studied. 
 
Director Ortega (Fullerton) supported staff’s recommendation and opined that, considering 
litigation and project implementation delays, the tunnel might not be built until after the 25-year 
planning horizon of MWD’s 2020 IRP. Thus, he suggested MWD will need to invest in other 
supply projects, like the potential RRWP, and secure state funding for local investments. He said 
MWD’s decision not to “subsidize” agricultural agencies’ planning costs “sends the message” 
that it will not subsidize other statewide projects without getting proportionate benefits. 
 
Hogan said it was “critical” for the upcoming rate review process to identify how MWD will 
recover the tunnel costs, including via any potential fixed charges. Director Butkiewicz 
emphasized that the Delegates support funding planning costs at this time, but not the full project 
because MWD has not yet completed the 2020 IRP. The committee unanimously approved 
staff’s recommendation to fund 47.2 percent of planning costs and authorized an amendment to 
the Joint Powers Agreement for the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction Authority 
(DCA). This amendment restructured the DCA’s governing Board, reducing MWD’s 
representation from two seats on a five-member Board to one seat on an expanded seven-
member Board. 
 
At its subsequent meeting, the Board received 20 public comments in support of and 61 
comments opposed to the tunnel funding agreement. Additionally, the Board received thousands 
of letters and emails opposing the tunnel funding and some supporting it.4 Ultimately, the Board 
unanimously approved the tunnel funding agreement and DCA amendment. Smith requested 

 
3 See DWR Director Nemeth’s December 3, 2020 letter to SWP Contractors: https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020-12-03-DWR-ltr-to-SWC-re-SWC-Participating-in-DCP.pdf 
4 Correspondence received regarding MWD’s Board items is found here: 
http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Board%20Archives/Forms/AllItems.aspx  

https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-03-DWR-ltr-to-SWC-re-SWC-Participating-in-DCP.pdf
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-03-DWR-ltr-to-SWC-re-SWC-Participating-in-DCP.pdf
http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Board%20Archives/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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staff provide a matrix of the public’s comments along with MWD’s response; Kightlinger said 
staff could provide one in early 2021. 
 
Storage 
During the December WP&S Committee meeting, Kightlinger said MWD can withstand a five- 
to seven-year drought due to the resiliency created by its storage levels, noting that MWD 
anticipates storing water in 2020 despite that its SWP allocation is only at 20 percent. In 
comparison, slightly over a decade ago, MWD withdrew almost 500,000 acre-feet from storage 
under the same allocation. Later, Kightlinger added that during the negotiations surrounding the 
2007 Interim Guidelines, MWD’s Lake Mead storage capability “seemed like an extraordinary 
amount” that MWD “never thought we would get close to” filling, but now, MWD is “bumping 
up against the upper limits of that” and may “not be able to store water” due to the limits 
established in the guidelines. During the January WP&S Committee meeting, staff reported that 
to balance supplies and demands in 2021, a 30 percent SWP allocation is needed. With the 
SWP’s initial 10 percent allocation, MWD anticipates pulling up to 368,000 acre-feet from 
storage. MWD ended 2020 with record-high dry-year storage of 3.2 million acre-feet.  
 
Potential Regional Recycled Water Program 
At its December meeting, the Board discussed executing an agreement with SNWA to receive up 
to $6 million for the RRWP’s planning work. In November 2020, when the Board approved 
moving forward with the work, the Board postponed entering into the agreement with SNWA 
due to several directors asking for further analysis to better understand the implications of 
SNWA’s participation in the program. Despite these requests, staff’s December memo did not 
contain this analysis. Instead, the memo stated staff anticipates that MWD will have excess 
supplies during wet and average years to justify the agreement. Hogan expressed the Water 
Authority’s support for opportunities to work collaboratively with California and Colorado River 
Basin state partners but pointed out that SNWA already identified potential future supply gaps, 
whereas MWD has not completed its 2020 IRP. Hogan added that the 2020 IRP will help MWD 
identify the “impacts of potentially committing a quarter of” RRWP supply (about 40,000 acre-
feet per year) to SNWA, including MWD’s ability to reduce demand on the Bay-Delta. 
 
Director Lefevre (Torrance), Peterson, Director Tamaribuchi (Municipal Water District of 
Orange County (MWDOC)), Director Atwater (Foothill), Director Dick (MWDOC), and Blois 
supported accepting the $6 million, saying that the agreement would help pay for the RRWP 
planning costs and strengthen MWD’s partnership with SNWA. Tamaribuchi said not accepting 
SNWA’s funding now would negatively impact MWD’s “working relationship” with SNWA 
and “send a message to other Colorado River agencies.” (The agreement allows both MWD and 
SNWA to not participate in a long-term exchange. If either party decides not to proceed, MWD 
would return funding to SNWA.) Goldberg said she was “troubled” by directors’ remarks that 
delaying a decision until after the IRP is complete “would harm MWD’s reputation” since the 
Board had not “signal[ed]” to SNWA that it would move forward with the agreement. She said 
MWD and SNWA’s relationship should be meaningful and “respectful of all of the other 
California parties” and basin states. Goldberg made a substitute motion, seconded by Hogan, to 
defer approving the agreement until after the completion of the 2020 IRP update. 
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Since concerns about not moving forward seemed to center around maintaining MWD and 
SNWA’s working relationship, Ortega asked whether delaying approval would nullify the Letter 
of Intent between MWD and SNWA. Kightlinger said it would not but delaying a decision 
“rejects building upon” the letter. Repenning suggested the agreement does not appear time-
sensitive and agreed that there were unanswered questions, including those raised by Hogan. She 
added that “at every single Board meeting,” staff asks the Board to make decisions about items 
despite several directors requesting a delay until after the IRP update, and the Board “move[s] 
ahead anyway.” In this case, there is not “a downside” to waiting to approve the SNWA 
agreement, and she did not “know why we would go through the motions of updating the IRP if 
not to help guide us in decisions like this one.” Smith added that MWD and SNWA have a 
successful relationship that would continue regardless of delaying the agreement.  
 
Ultimately, Goldberg’s motion did not pass, gaining 45.77 percent support (including one 
representative from Central Basin and the Glendale, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Santa Ana, Santa 
Monica, and Water Authority delegations). The Board approved the SNWA agreement with 
54.07 percent support and 39.55 percent opposed (from the Los Angeles, Santa Monica, and 
Water Authority delegations). Fullerton’s representative abstained on both actions. 
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Discussion Summary of MWD’s Integrated Resources Plan1 

 
During the December Metropolitan Water District (MWD) Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP) 
Special Committee meeting, staff provided three presentations: 

1. An overview of its draft 2015 IRP “retrospective” report,2 including the projections for 
retail demands (rather than MWD demands), local supply production, and imported water 
yields compared to the actual outcomes;  

2. A preliminary “gap analysis” of the 2020 IRP; and  
3. 2020 IRP policy implications.3    

 
2015 IRP Retrospective Report 
Following the retrospective report presentation, Director Goldberg reiterated her previous requests 
that staff provide reports and memos with enough time for the Board to review them. Although 
appreciative of the retrospective report, she noted the Board had less than two business days to 
review it and requested that the Board have another opportunity to discuss the report after they 
have time to digest it. She emphasized that she learns not only from asking her questions but also 
from hearing her colleagues’ questions. Committee Chair Pressman (Beverly Hills) said, “We will 
work on that.” Later, Quinn requested that both the Board and the member agency working groups 
receive data and presentations at least one week prior to their respective meetings, so there is 
opportunity to digest the information and provide feedback. 
 
Director Smith asked why MWD would need additional water supplies if the region survived the 
2011 to 2016 drought, which the retrospective report described as a 1,000-year drought. Water 
Resource Management Group Manager Coffey said scenario planning allows MWD to not “rest 
on the assumption that that will never happen again, or that an even more severe drought won't 
happen.” He added that MWD was “under water supply allocation for two of those years,” and 
MWD’s “overall objective” is to “avoid” shortage allocations. General Manager Kightlinger said 
staff “think(s) the future is going to be partnerships, hedging risks, but also managing the risks of 
climate change.” He added that Smith’s question on needing more supplies is “exactly the 
discussion that we need to have.” Later, Peterson (Las Virgenes) said even though the region made 
“it through the drought…there’s a lot of pain and suffering to do that.” He added that MWD is not 
“doing [its] job if [it’s] not able to supply water to our customers.” 
 
Smith commented that he did not see the concept of “conservation hardening” mentioned in the 
report even though there is a portion of “hardened conservation that doesn't rebound.” Smith 
added that it is “important to understand” the demand rebound from the most recent drought to 
inform the 2020 IRP update. In a similar vein, Goldberg noted that staff’s presentation showed 
that historically, Southern California’s demand rebound has been significantly less than that of 
Northern California and Australia.   
 

 
1 This document provides a summary of certain discussions as summarized and understood by the Water Authority 
and is not intended to be any form of official transcript. 
2 Staff’s IRP retrospective report is found here: http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-
Meeting/Board%20Archives/2020/12%20-%20Dec/Reports/12152020%20IRP%206a%20Report.pdf 
3 For more information on the IRP process, see the memo Update on Metropolitan Water District’s 2020 Integrated 
Water Resources Plan starting on page 69 in the Water Authority’s September 2020 Board packet, found here: 
https://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-documents. 
 

http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Board%20Archives/2020/12%20-%20Dec/Reports/12152020%20IRP%206a%20Report.pdf
http://www.mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Board%20Archives/2020/12%20-%20Dec/Reports/12152020%20IRP%206a%20Report.pdf
https://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-documents
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Preliminary Gap Analysis for 2020 IRP Update 
Following the preliminary gap analysis presentation, Director Quinn (Los Angeles) asked how 
outside experts fit into the IRP update. Staff said it has “not incorporated any feedback yet from 
the experts,” and is still “looking for the best way forward to engage with the experts.” Quinn 
requested that specific experts be used to inform demographic and climate change assumptions. 
For each scenario, Quinn also requested staff provide: 1) a list of included local supply projects, 2) 
those projects’ assumed yields, and 3) the assumed State Water Project (SWP) yields.  
 
Quinn questioned the scenario’s SWP yields, demand rebound, and recycled water production 
assumptions. She reiterated her request that MWD publicly provide the models that are used to 
construct the scenarios, which will serve as “basis” for the Board’s policies decisions. Assistant 
General Manager and Chief Operating Officer Upadhyay said the models are “proprietary,” 
therefore cannot be shared with the Board members. Changing gears, Goldberg asked about the 
timeline for the Board to provide direction to staff instead of just asking questions. Upadhyay said 
MWD would “continue the discussion as we go into the new year.” 
 
Smith recommended that staff consult with experts on the demand rebound assumptions and 
questioned the regulatory impact assumptions particularly their impact on local supplies. Staff 
agreed that it was important to refine assumptions. Upadhyay added that when it comes to 
agencies implementing local supply projects, “various factors” may cause projects not to “pan out 
the way [agencies] had projected.” Smith also said that the Board and staff need to ask itself if the 
outcomes of the scenarios, such as the depth and frequency of water shortages, are realistic.  
Director Ortega (Fullerton) asked how staff considers regulations “as a driver in limiting supplies 
or in recovering supplies.” Staff replied that over the next several months, they would work with 
experts and member agencies to “better quantify those impacts” and refine assumptions. 
 
2020 IRP Policy Implications 
During the third presentation on the 2020 IRP’s policy implications, staff focused on three main 
policy areas: 1) “protect” local and imported supplies; 2) manage regional demand “uncertainty” 
and potentially lower ones; and 3) potentially the need to “broaden [the IRP’s] view of reliability.” 
Staff also described the transition of the 2020 IRP from a robust decision-making approach to a 
scenario analysis one as a “policy shift”4 without further elaboration.  Staff reported that the 
January 2021 IRP meeting, it plans to discuss a “guiding principle” on the IRP’s reliability goal.  
 
Smith offered some policy considerations. He pointed out that MWD’s member agencies are 
different and the IRP’s “one-size-fits-all approach” (for reliability) should be discussed. In a 
similar vein, later, Quinn recommended that as the Board develops “a definition and goal for 
reliability,” and that it also “consider[s] broader impacts to the communities [MWD] serve[s] and 
include financial, environmental, and equity impacts in that goal.” Smith requested that “looking 
at alternative revenues” including “monetizing [MWD’s] storage” be added to the committee’s 
January discussions. Subsequent to the December IRP Special Committee meeting, the Water 
Authority Delegates sent a letter5 to MWD offering further comments, questions, and requests. 

 
4 In staff’s retrospective report, it described the 2020 process as to “pre-experience” the risks; and contrasting that 
against the prior processes as examining the plausible future resources “after the fact.” No explanation was given on 
how decisions would be based on under the new pre-experience process, especially when there is not a common 
baseline from which to measure the risks.  
5 Delegates December 30, 2020 letter to IRP Special Committee Chair Pressman and Board members is found here: 
https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-30-WA-Del-ltr-to-MWD-BOD-re-IRP.pdf 

https://mwdprograms.sdcwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-30-WA-Del-ltr-to-MWD-BOD-re-IRP.pdf
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Finance and Insurance Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

December 7, 2020  

9:00 a.m. 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Finance and Insurance Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee may attend and 
participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee will not vote on matters before the Finance and 
Insurance Committee. 

 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Insurance 
Committee held November 9, 2020 

 
 
 

  

Monday, December 7, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

9:30 AM WP&S 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Bay-Delta 

2:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-2 Adopt the COVID-19 Member Agency Payment Deferment Program 
and amend the Administrative Code to add Section 4519 delegating 
authority to the General Manager to administer the Program; the 
General Manager has determined the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 

 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None  

 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Update on the Rate Refinement Process and Timeline  
 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 
 a. Chief Financial Officer’s report  

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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Date of Notice: November 25, 2020 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 

are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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WP&S Committee 

R. Atwater, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
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J. Quiñonez 
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Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

December 7, 2020 

9:30 AM 

 
 

 
 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Water Planning and Stewardship Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee may attend and participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committees as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters within 
the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 a. Public Hearing for Achievements in Conservation, Recycling and 

Groundwater Recharge 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee held November 9, 2020 

 
 

  

Monday, December 7, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

9:30 AM WP&S 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Bay-Delta 

2:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

REVISION NO. 1 
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REVISED: Date of Notice: December 3, 2020 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 
 7-5 Review and consider the City of Long Beach’s certified Final EIR 

and Addenda and take related CEQA actions, and authorize the 
General Manager to enter into a Stormwater for Direct Use Pilot 
Program Agreement with the City of Long Beach and Rancho 
Los Cerritos  

   
 7-6 Review and consider the City of Culver City’s approved Final 

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and take related 
CEQA actions, and authorize the General Manager to enter into 
a Stormwater for Direct Use Pilot Program Agreement with the 
City of Culver City and West Basin Municipal Water District 

   
Withdrawn 
from 
Committee 

7-7 Authorize General Manager to enter into an agreement with 
Southern Nevada Water Authority to support the development of 
the Regional Recycled Water Program; the General Manager 
has determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise 
not subject to CEQA 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Oral report on Water Surplus Drought Management  
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  December 7, 2020 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice: December 3, 2020 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Bay-Delta Matters  
   
 b. Colorado River Matters 

   
 c. Water Resource Management Manager's report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 
 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 
meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.   
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L. Ackerman, Chair 
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R. Apodaca 
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Bay-Delta Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

December 7, 2020 

12:00 PM 
 

 
 

 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Bay-Delta Committee meeting is noticed as a joint committee meeting 
with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board 
who are not assigned to the Bay-Delta Committee may attend and participate as members of the Board, 
whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committee as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Bay-Delta Committee will not 
vote on matters before the Bay-Delta Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. 
Code 54954.3(a).) 

 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Bay-Delta Committee held 
on November 10, 2020  

 
 
 

  

Monday, December 7, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

9:30 AM WP&S 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Bay-Delta 

2:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 7-4 Authorize execution of a Funding Agreement with the California 
Department of Water Resources, commit funds for Metropolitan’s share of 
the Delta Conveyance Project planning and pre-construction costs, and 
authorize execution of an amendment to the Joint Powers Agreement for 
Delta Conveyance Design and Construction Authority; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise 
not subject to CEQA 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 

 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Bay-Delta Manager’s Report 
 
 
 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

  

Attachment 5, 8 of 32



Bay-Delta Committee  December 7, 2020 
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Page 3 
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9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 
Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board 
of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any 
final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in 
advance of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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OP&T Committee 

J. Murray, Jr., Chair 
S. Ballin, Vice Chair 
S. Blois 
M. Camacho 
G. Cordero 
S. Faessel 
D. Galleano 
M. Hogan 
R. Lefevre 
T. McCoy  
J. Morris 
A. Ortega  
G. Peterson 
J. Quiñonez 
T. Smith  
J. Solorio 
S. Tamaribuchi 
C. Treviño 
H. Williams 

 

 

Organization, Personnel and Technology  
Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

December 7, 2020 

2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee is 
noticed as a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the 
Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee may participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  
In order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee will not vote on matters 
before the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee. 

 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Organization, Personnel 
and Technology Committee held November 9, 2020 

 
 

  

Monday, December 7, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM F&I 

9:30 AM WP&S 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Bay-Delta 

2:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Date of Notice: November 25, 2020 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-1 Authorize an increase of $203,100, for a new maximum amount 
payable of $1,002,270, to an existing services agreement with 
ViaTRON Systems, Inc. for conversion of hard copy documents into 
electronic images for migration into the planned Enterprise Content 
Management System; the General Manager has determined the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA  

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 

 5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

 6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council Update 
   
 b. Ethics Officer’s Monthly Update on Independent Review of Workplace 

Concerns  
 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. Human Resources Manager’s report 
   
 b. Information Technology Manager’s report 
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Organization, Personnel and  December 7, 2020 
Technology Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 
 

Date of Notice: November 25, 2020 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 

 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the 
Board of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will 
not take any final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is 
present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Date of Notice: November 25, 2020 

 
RP&AM Committee 

M. Hogan, Chair 
G. Peterson, Vice Chair 
M. Camacho 
L. Dick 
A. Kassakhian 
C. Kurtz 
R. Record 
T. Smith 

 

 

Real Property and Asset Management 
Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 

December 8, 2020 

9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                        700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Real Property and Asset Management Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Real Property and Asset Management Committee may attend and participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committee as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Real Property and Asset Management 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Real Property and Asset Management Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters 
within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Real Property and 
Asset Management Committee held November 10, 2020 

 
 

  

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:30 AM RP&AM 

10:00 AM C&L 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Real Property and Asset    December 8, 2020 
Management Committee Agenda  
Page 2 

 
 

Date of Notice: November 25, 2020 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-8 Authorize an extension of the agricultural leases to D&L Farms and 
Sierra Cattle Company in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt 
or otherwise not subject to CEQA   

[Conference with real property negotiators; properties total approximately 
8,331 acres of land in areas known as Bacon Island and the eastern portions 
of Bouldin Island in Northern California, also identified as San Joaquin 
County Assessor Parcel Nos. 129-050-01; 129-050-02; 129-050-03; 129-050-04; 
129-050-05; 129-050-06; 129-050-07; 129-050-08; 129-050-09; 129-050-11; 129-
050-12; 129-050-13; 129-050-14; 129-050-15; 129-050-16; 129-050-17; 129-050-
18; 129-050-19; 129-050-24; 129-050-25; 129-050-26; 129-050-27; 129-050-28; 
129-050-52; 129-050-54; 129-050-55; 129-050-56; 129-050-60; 069-030-39; 069-
100-01; and 069-100-02; agency negotiators: Anna Olvera, Kevin Webb and 
Lilly Shraibati; negotiating parties: Leisha and David Robertson dba D&L 
Farms; Robert Hilardes dba Sierra Cattle Company; under negotiation: price 
and terms; to be heard in closed session pursuant to Government Code 
Section 54956.8.] 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None  
 
 
 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None  
 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. Real Property Manager's Report 
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Real Property and Asset    December 8, 2020 
Management Committee Agenda  
Page 3 

 
 

Date of Notice: November 25, 2020 

 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 
 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 
Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 
regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 
order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  December 3, 2020 

 
 

C&L Committee 

G. Cordero, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
J. Butkiewicz 
D. Galleano  
J. Morris 
J. Murray, Jr. 
G. Peterson 
T. Quinn 
R. Record  
H. Repenning 
T. Smith 
C. Treviño 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Communications and Legislation Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

December 8, 2020 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                          Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Communications and Legislation Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of 
the Board who are not assigned to the Communications and Legislation Committee may attend and participate 
as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function 
of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the 
Communications and Legislation Committee will not vote on matters before the Communications and 
Legislation Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters 
within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Communications and 
Legislation Committee held November 9, 2020 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

(correction) 
moved from Action 
Section 

7-3 Adopt Legislative Priorities and Principles for 2021; the General Manager 
has determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA  

 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:30 AM RP&AM 

10:00 AM C&L 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 

REVISION NO. 1 
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Communications and Legislation  December 8, 2020  
Committee Agenda 
Page 2  

 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  December 3, 2020 

 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

Moved to 
Consent 

7-3 Adopt Legislative Priorities and Principles for 2021; the General Manager 
has determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA  

 
 
 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 
   
 b. Report on activities from Sacramento 

 
 
 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORT  
 
 a. External Affairs Management report 

 
 
 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
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Communications and Legislation  December 8, 2020  
Committee Agenda 
Page 3  

 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  December 3, 2020 

 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  

Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may 
be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding 
on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 

meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's 
Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order 

to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the 
meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.  
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Regular Board Meeting  

December 8, 2020 

12:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                        700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

1. Call to Order 
   
 (a) Invocation:  Kelli Shope, Assistant Ethics Officer 

   
 (b) Pledge of Allegiance:  Director David De Jesus, Three Valleys 

Municipal Water District  
   
   

2. Roll Call 
  

  
3. Determination of a Quorum 

  
  

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters 
within the Board’s jurisdiction.  (As required by Government Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

   
  

5. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
   
 A. Report on Directors’ events attended at Metropolitan expense for 

month of November 2020  
   
 B. Chairwoman's Monthly Activity Report 
   
 C. General Manager's summary of activities for the month of 

November 2020 

   

 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:30 AM RP&AM 

10:00 AM C&L 

11:30 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board 

REVISION NO. 1 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  

(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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 D. General Counsel’s summary of activities for the month of 
November 2020 

  i. Brown Act Compliance: Social Media Update 
   
 E. General Auditor’s summary of activities for the month of 

November 2020 
   
 F. Ethics Officer’s summary of activities for the month of November 

2020 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting for November 10, 2020 

(Copies have been submitted to each Director) 
Any additions, corrections, or omissions 

   
 B. Approve committee assignments 

 
 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 7-1 Authorize an increase of $203,100, for a new maximum amount 

payable of $1,002,270, to an existing services agreement with 
ViaTRON Systems, Inc. for conversion of hard copy documents 
into electronic images for migration into the planned Enterprise 
Content Management System; the General Manager has 
determined the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA. (OP&T)  

   

 7-2 Adopt the COVID-19 Member Agency Payment Deferment 
Program and amend the Administrative Code to add Section 
4519 delegating authority to the General Manager to administer 
the Program; the General Manager has determined the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. 
(F&I)   

   

 7-3 Adopt Legislative Priorities and Principles for 2021; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA. (C&L)  
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 7-4 Authorize execution of a Funding Agreement with the California 
Department of Water Resources, commit funds for 
Metropolitan’s share of the Delta Conveyance Project planning 
and pre-construction costs, and authorize execution of an 
amendment to the Joint Powers Agreement for Delta 
Conveyance Design and Construction Authority; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA. (Bay-Delta) 

   

 7-5 Review and consider the City of Long Beach’s certified Final EIR 
and Addenda and take related CEQA actions, and authorize the 
General Manager to enter into a Stormwater for Direct Use Pilot 
Program Agreement with the City of Long Beach and Rancho 
Los Cerritos. (WP&S) 

   

 7-6 Review and consider the City of Culver City’s approved Final 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and take related 
CEQA actions, and authorize the General Manager to enter into 
a Stormwater for Direct Use Pilot Program Agreement with the 
City of Culver City and West Basin Municipal Water District. 
(WP&S) 

   

Moved to 
Board Action 

7-7 Authorize General Manager to enter into an agreement with 
Southern Nevada Water Authority to support the development of 
the Regional Recycled Water Program; the General Manager 
has determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise 
not subject to CEQA. (WP&S)   

   

 7-8 Authorize an extension of the agricultural leases to D&L Farms 
and Sierra Cattle Company in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay 
Delta; the General Manager has determined that the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. (RP&AM) 

[Conference with real property negotiators; properties total 
approximately 8,331 acres of land in areas known as Bacon Island and 
the eastern portions of Bouldin Island in Northern California, also 
identified as San Joaquin County Assessor Parcel Nos. 129-050-01; 129-
050-02; 129-050-03; 129-050-04; 129-050-05; 129-050-06; 129-050-07; 129-
050-08; 129-050-09; 129-050-11; 129-050-12; 129-050-13; 129-050-14; 129-
050-15; 129-050-16; 129-050-17; 129-050-18; 129-050-19; 129-050-24; 129-
050-25; 129-050-26; 129-050-27; 129-050-28; 129-050-52; 129-050-54; 129-
050-55; 129-050-56; 129-050-60; 069-030-39; 069-100-01; and 069-100-02; 
agency negotiators: Anna Olvera, Kevin Webb and Lilly Shraibati; 
negotiating parties: Leisha and David Robertson dba D&L Farms; 
Robert Hilardes dba Sierra Cattle Company; under negotiation: price 
and terms; to be heard in closed session pursuant to Government Code 
Section 54956.8.] 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 
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8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 

   
Added  

(Moved from 
Consent Section) 

8-1 Authorize General Manager to enter into an agreement with 
Southern Nevada Water Authority to support the development of 
the Regional Recycled Water Program; the General Manager 
has determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise 
not subject to CEQA   

 
 

 
9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

   
 9-1 Update on Conservation Program  

 
 
 

10. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS  
 
 
 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or more 
committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation appears in 
parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may be obtained from 
the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 
available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of 
the requested service or accommodation.  
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Summary Report for 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 
December 8, 2020  

 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 
The Board: 

 
Authorized an increase of $203,100 to an existing services agreement with ViaTRON Systems, 
Inc. for scanning and digital conversion of Metropolitan’s hard copy documents. 
(Agenda Item 7-1) 
 
Adopted the proposed COVID-19 Member Agency Payment Deferment Program; and adopted 
the proposed amendment to the Administrative Code to add Section 4519 delegating authority to 
the General Manager to administer the Program.  (Agenda Item 7-2) 
 
Adopted the Legislative Priorities and Principles for 2021.  (Agenda Item 7-3) 
 
Authorized the General Manager to Execute the following Agreements having terms as described 
in the board letter:  Funding Agreement for recommended share of 47.2 percent for planning and 
pre-construction costs for Delta Conveyance Project; and Joint Powers Agreement Amendment 
for the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction Joint Powers Authority.  (Agenda Item 7-4) 
 
Reviewed and considered the information in the City of Long Beach’s certified Final EIR and 
Addenda for the project and take related CEQA actions, and authorized the General Manager to 
enter into a Stormwater for Direct Use Pilot Program Agreement with the City of Long Beach 
and Rancho Los Cerritos for the Rancho Los Cerritos - Looking Back to Advance Forward 
Project for up to 1.05 AFY of captured stormwater and offset of existing potable on-site 
irrigation demands under the terms included in this board letter.  (Agenda Item 7-5) 
 
Reviewed and considered information provided in the approved Final IS/MND and take related 
CEQA actions and authorized the General Manager to enter into a Stormwater for Direct Use 
Pilot Program Agreement with West Basin Municipal Water District and the City of Culver City 
for the Culver Boulevard Realignment and Stormwater Filtration and Retention Project for up to 
7.4 acre-feet per year of captured stormwater and offset of existing potable irrigation demand 
under the terms included in this board letter.  (Agenda Item 7-6) 
 
Authorized an extension of the agricultural leases to D&L Farms and Sierra Cattle Company in 
areas commonly known as Bacon Island and the eastern portions of Bouldin Island in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta.  (Agenda Item 7-8) 
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OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION  
 
Authorized an agreement with Southern Nevada Water Authority to support the development of 
the Regional Recycled Water Program.  (Agenda Item 8-1) 
 
 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING. 
 
Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter 
Archive approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their 
attachments, please copy and paste the following into your browser:  
http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/search.aspx 

All current month materials, before they are moved to the Board Letter Archive, are available on 
the public website here: http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings 
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Date of Notice:  December 10, 2020 

 
 
IRP Committee 

B. D. Pressman, Chair 
D. De Jesus, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
R. Atwater 
S. G. Goldberg 
C. Kurtz 
R. Lefevre 
A. Ortega 
T. Quinn 
R. Record 
T. Smith 
H. Williams  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Integrated Resources Plan Special Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

December 15, 2020 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Integrated Resources Plan Special Committee meeting is noticed as 
a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Integrated Resources Plan Special Committee may 
attend and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In 
order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are 
not assigned to the Integrated Resources Plan Special Committee will not vote on matters before the 
Integrated Resources Plan Special Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. 
Code 54954.3(a).) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Integrated Resources 
Plan Special Committee held October 27, 2020  

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
  

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:30 AM IRP 

12:00 PM Spc Joint Mtg 
of Exec & BOD 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Integrated Resources Plan Special Committee    December 15, 2020 
Agenda 
Page 2 

Date of Notice:  December 10, 2020 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS  
 

  None 
 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Draft Retrospective of the 2015 Integrated Resources Plan 
   
 b. Preliminary Gap Analysis of the 2020 Integrated Resources Plan  
   
 c. Policy Implications of the Preliminary Gap Analysis 

 
 
 
7. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board 
of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any 
final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in 
advance of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Date of Notice: December 11, 2020  

 
Exec. Committee 

G. Gray, Chair 
J. Butkiewicz, Vice Chair 
D. De Jesus, Vice Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
H. Repenning, Vice Chair  
J. Abdo, Secretary  
L. Ackerman 
R. Atwater  
G. Cordero 
L. Dick 
M. Hogan 
J. Murray Jr. 
B. Pressman 
J. Quiñonez 
M. Ramos  
R. Record 
T. Smith  
C. Treviño 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Special Joint Meeting of the: 

Executive Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 

and 

Board of Directors  

December 15, 2020 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Executive Committee meeting is noticed as a joint committee meeting 
with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board 
who are not assigned to the Executive Committee may attend and participate as members of the Board, 
whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committee as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Executive Committee will not 
vote on matters before the Executive Committee. 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on the 
matters described in this notice (As required by Gov. Code Section 
54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 2. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
   
 a. Chairwoman’s Report  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 

Meeting Schedule  

9:30 AM IRP 

12:00 PM Spc Joint Mtg 
of Exec & BOD 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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Joint Special Executive Committee and Special Board Agenda  December 15, 2020 
Page 2 

Date of Notice: December 11, 2020  

 b. General Manager's report of Metropolitan’s activities 
   
 c. General Counsel's report of Legal Department activities 
   
 d. General Auditor’s report of Audit Department activities 
   
 e. Ethics Officer's report of Ethics Department activities 
   
 f. Report from Audit and Ethics Committee 
   
 g. Report from Bay-Delta Committee  
   
 h. Report from Communications and Legislation Committee 
   
 i. Report from Engineering and Operations Committee 
   
 j. Report from Finance and Insurance Committee 
   
 k. Report from Legal and Claims Committee 
   
 l. Report from Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee 
   
 m. Report from Real Property and Asset Management Committee 
   
 n. Report from Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 
 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee 
held October 27, 2020 

   
 B. Approve draft committee and Board meeting agendas, and schedule 

for January 2021 
 

 
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 
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Joint Special Executive Committee and Special Board Agenda  December 15, 2020 
Page 3 

Date of Notice: December 11, 2020  

5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTIONS 
 

 a. Chair and Vice Chair of committee appointments for the term commencing 
on January 1, 2021 

 
 
 
 6. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS  
   
  None 

 
 

 
7. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
 
 

9. ADJOURN TO SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: The Executive Committee may consider matters brought before other committees.  The Agendas of 

other committees are available from the Board Executive Secretary. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board 
of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any 
final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in 
advance of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Joint Special Executive Committee and Special Board Agenda  December 15, 2020 
Page 4 

Date of Notice: December 11, 2020  

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

 
 
 1. Call to Order  
 
 
 2. Roll Call  
 
 
 3. Determination of a Quorum 
 
 
 
 4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters in 

this notice of Special Board Meeting (As required by Gov. Code Section 
54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
 5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION  
   
 A. Approve Chair and Vice Chair of committee appointments for the term 

commencing on January 1, 2021 
 
 
 

6. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 
  None 

 
 
 

7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT  
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Joint Special Executive Committee and Special Board Agenda  December 15, 2020 
Page 5 

Date of Notice: December 11, 2020  

 
 
 
 

NOTE: Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by 
one or more committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee 
designation appears in parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  
Committee agendas may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 
meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web 
site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting 
to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.  
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Revised 
Summary Report for 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Special Board Meeting 

December 15, 2020 
 
 
 
OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 
Approve Chair and Vice Chair of committee appointments for the term commencing on 
January 1, 2021.  (TABLED - Agenda Item 5A) 
 
 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING. 
 
Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter 
Archive approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their 
attachments, please copy and paste the following into your browser:  
http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/search.aspx 

All current month materials, before they are moved to the Board Letter Archive, are available on 
the public website here: http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings 
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E&O Committee 

T. Smith, Chair 
C. Treviño, Vice Chair 
R. Apodaca  
S. Blois  
M. Camacho 
D. De Jesus 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel  
D. Galleano 
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
J. Murray Jr. 
A. Ortega  
G. Peterson 
H. Repenning 
H. Williams 
 
 

 

Engineering and Operations Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

January 11, 2021 

9:00 a.m.  

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Engineering and Operations Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee may attend 
and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee will not vote on matters before the Engineering 
and Operations Committee. 

 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Engineering and 
Operations Committee held November 9, 2020 

 
 
 

  

Monday, January 11, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM E&O 

10:00 AM Jt Mtg of WP&S 
& C&LR 

11:30 AM F&I 

12:00 PM Break 

1:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-2 Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Colorado River 
Aqueduct Conduit Structural Protection Project and take related 
CEQA actions 

   
 7-3 Award $448,900 contract to MCL Constructors, Inc. to make 

improvements to the Lake Mathews Disaster Recovery Facility; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt 
or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None  

 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Innovations in 3D Surveying and Design Modeling 
   
 b. Colorado River Source Water Protection Update 
   
 c. 2020 System Operations: A Year in Review 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Water System Operations Manager’s report 
   
 b. Engineering Services Manager’s report 
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8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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WP&S Committee 

R. Atwater, Chair 
C. Kurtz, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
G. Cordero 
D. De Jesus  
L. Dick 
S. G. Goldberg 
M. Hogan  
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
M. Petersen 
G. Peterson 
B. Pressman 
J. Quiñonez 
R. Record 

C&LR Committee 

J. Abdo, Chair 

T. Quinn, Vice Chair 

L. Ackerman  

R. Atwater  

S. Blois 

G. Cordero 

M. Hogan 

C. Kurtz 

R. Lefevre 

J. Morris  

B. Pressman 
 

 

Joint Meeting of the  

Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 

And  

Conservation and Local Resources 
Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

January 11, 2021 

10:00 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Water Planning and Stewardship Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee may attend and participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committees as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on matters within 
the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee held December 7, 2020 and Approval of the Joint Minutes 
of the Adjourned Water Planning and Stewardship Committee and 
Conservation and Local Resources Committee held September 14, 
2020 (Conservation and Local Resources Committee only) 
 

Monday, January 11, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM E&O 

10:00 AM Jt Mtg of WP&S 
& C&LR 

11:30 AM F&I 

12:00 PM Break 

1:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 

 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

 9-2 Municipal Leak Detection Assistance Demonstration Program 
   
 9-3 Update on the State Water Project Contract Amendment for Enhanced 

Water Management Tools and Actions  
 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Conservation Update  
   
 b. State Water Project Statement of Charges and Audit 
   
 c. Oral Report on Water Surplus Drought Management 
   
 d. Update on Arvin-Edison Groundwater Banking Program 

[Conference with legal counsel—potential litigation; portion of presentation 
concerning potential litigation may be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. 
Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a.  Bay-Delta Matters  
   
 b. Colorado River Matters 

   
 c. Water Resource Management Manager's report 
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8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 
 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 
meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.   
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F&I Committee 

J. Quiñonez, Chair 
R. Record, Vice Chair 
S. Blois 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel 
S. G. Goldberg  
P. Hawkins 
A. Ortega  
T. Quinn 
M. Ramos 
T. Smith 
S. Tamaribuchi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finance and Insurance Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

January 11, 2021  

11:30 a.m.  

 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Finance and Insurance Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee may attend and 
participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee will not vote on matters before the Finance and 
Insurance Committee. 

 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Insurance 
Committee held December 7, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, January 11, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM E&O 

10:00 AM Jt. Mtg of WP&S 
& C&LR 

11:30 AM F&I 

12:00 PM Break 

1:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 7-1 Approve and authorize the distribution of Appendix A for use in the 
issuance and remarketing of Metropolitan's Bonds; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA.  

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 

 
 

 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None  

 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Financing Overview for Bond Issuance (SB 450) 
 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 
 a. Chief Financial Officer’s report  

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, 
even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 

are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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OP&T Committee 

J. Murray, Jr., Chair
S. Ballin, Vice Chair
S. Blois
M. Camacho
G. Cordero
S. Faessel
D. Galleano
M. Hogan
R. Lefevre
T. McCoy
J. Morris
A. Ortega
G. Peterson
J. Quiñonez
T. Smith
J. Solorio
S. Tamaribuchi
C. Treviño
H. Williams

Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 

January 11, 2021 

1:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

MWD Headquarters Building     700 N. Alameda Street  Los Angeles, CA 90012

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee is
noticed as a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the
Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology
Committee may participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.
In order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who
are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee will not vote on matters
before the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on
matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code
Section 54954.3(a))

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION

A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Organization, Personnel
and Technology Committee held December 7, 2020

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION

7-4 Approve Job Description, Recruitment Brochure and Outreach Plan 
for General Manager Recruitment; the General Manager has 
determined the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject 
to CEQA.  

Monday, January 11, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

9:00 AM E&O 

10:00 AM Jt. Mtg of WP&S 
& C&LR 

11:30 AM F&I 

12:00 PM Break 

1:00 PM OP&T 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website 
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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7-5 Authorize an agreement with Switch, Inc., in an amount not-to-exceed 
$1,062,284 for the lease of space for the Primary location and 
authorize an agreement with SHI International, Inc., in an amount not-
to-exceed $4,077,866 for the procurement of equipment for the 
Primary location space for the Datacenter Modernization/Relocation 
project; the General Manager has determined that the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

[Conference with Metropolitan Information Technology Unit Manager of the 
Program Management Office Alex Encarnacion, or designated agents on 
threats to public services or facilities; may be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957(a)] 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION

None 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

None 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

a. Ethics Officer’s Monthly Update on Independent Review of Workplace
Concerns

b. COVID-19 Update

c. Business Outreach 2019-2020 Annual Report

7. MANAGEMENT REPORT

a. Human Resources Manager’s report

b. Information Technology Manager’s report
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8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

None 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 
Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the 
Board of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will 
not take any final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is 
present. 

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 
regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 
order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Regular Board Meeting  

January 12, 2021 

12:00 p.m. – Boardroom

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                        700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

1. Call to Order 
   
 (a) Invocation:  Scott Reierson, Team Manager, Water System 

Operations Group 
   
 (b) Pledge of Allegiance:  Director S. Gail Goldberg, San Diego 

County Water Authority  
   
   

2. Roll Call 
  

  
3. Determination of a Quorum 

  
  

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters 
within the Board’s jurisdiction.  (As required by Government Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

   
  

5. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
   
 A. Report on Directors’ events attended at Metropolitan expense for 

month of December 2020  
   
 B. Chairwoman's Monthly Activity Report 
   
 C. General Manager's summary of activities for the month of 

December 2020 

   

 D. General Counsel’s summary of activities for the month of 
December 2020 

Tuesday, January 12, 2021 

Meeting Schedule  

10:00 AM L&C 

11:00 AM Break 

12:00 PM Board 

Live streaming is available for all board and committee meetings on our mwdh2o.com website  
(Click to Access Board Meetings Page) 

Public Comment Via Teleconference Only: Members of the public may present their comments to the 
Board on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via teleconference only. To participate 
call (404) 400-0335 and use Code: 9601962. 
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 E. General Auditor’s summary of activities for the month of 

December 2020 
   
 F. Ethics Officer’s summary of activities for the month of December 

2020 
   
 G. Presentation of 15-year Service Pin to Director John W. Murray, 

Jr, representing the city of Los Angeles 
   
 H. Presentation of 15-year Service Pin to Director Jesus E. 

Quiñonez, representing the city of Los Angeles 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting for December 8, 2020 

and the Minutes of the Special Board Meeting for December 15, 
2020 (Copies have been submitted to each Director) 
Any additions, corrections, or omissions 

   
 B. Approve committee assignments 
   
 C. Approve Commendatory Resolution for Director Larry McKenney 

representing the Municipal Water District of Orange County 
   
 D. Nomination and Election of nonofficer members of the Executive 

Committee for two-year term effective February 9, 2021 
 
 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 7-1 Approve and authorize the distribution of Appendix A for use in 

the issuance and remarketing of Metropolitan's Bonds; the 
General Manager has determined that the proposed action is 
exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. (F&I)  

   

 7-2 Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Colorado River 
Aqueduct Conduit Structural Protection Project and take related 
CEQA actions. (E&O)  
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 7-3 Award $448,900 contract to MCL Constructors, Inc. to make 
improvements to the Lake Mathews Disaster Recovery Facility; 
the General Manager has determined that the proposed action is 
exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA. (E&O) 

   
 7-4 Approve Job Description, Recruitment Brochure and Outreach 

Plan for General Manager Recruitment; the General Manager 
has determined the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA. (OP&T)  

   

 7-5 Authorize an agreement with Switch, Inc., in an amount not-to-
exceed $1,062,284 for the lease of space for the Primary 
location and authorize an agreement with SHI International, Inc., 
in an amount not-to-exceed $4,077,866 for the procurement of 
equipment for the Primary location space for the Datacenter 
Modernization/Relocation project; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA. (OP&T) 

[Conference with Metropolitan Information Technology Unit Manager of 
the Program Management Office Alex Encarnacion, or designated 
agents on threats to public services or facilities; may be heard in closed 
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957(a)] 

 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 
 

 
8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 

   

  None  

 
 
 

9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
   
 9-1 Update on Conservation Program  
   
 9-2 Municipal Leak Detection Assistance Demonstration Program. 

(Jt. Mtg WP&S and C&LR) 
   
 9-3 Update on the State Water Project Contract Amendment for 

enhanced Water Management Tools and Actions. (Jt. Mtg 
WP&S and C&LR) 

   
 9-4 Communications and Legislation Committee Report  
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10. OTHER BOARD MATTERS   

   
 10-1 Brown Act Training for the Board of Directors  

 
 
 

11. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS  
 
 
 

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 

NOTE: Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or more 
committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation appears in 
parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may be obtained from 
the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 
available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of 
the requested service or accommodation.  
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Summary Report for 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 
January 12, 2021 

 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 
 
The Board: 

 
Approved the draft of Appendix A in the attachment of the board letter; authorized the 
General Manager, or other designee of the Ad Hoc Committee, to finalize, with changes 
approved by the General Manager and General Counsel, Appendix A; authorized distribution 
of Appendix A, finalized by the General Manager or other designee of the Ad Hoc 
Committee, in connection with the sale or remarketing of bonds.  (Agenda Item 7-1) 
 
Adopted the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Colorado River Aqueduct Conduit 
Structural Protection Project and take related CEQA actions.  (Agenda Item 7-2) 
 
Awarded $448,900 contract to MCL Constructors, Inc. to improve the Disaster Recovery 
Facility.  (Agenda Item 7-3) 
 
Approved the revised General Manager job description; approved the final draft of the 
General Manager recruitment brochure; and approved the proposed General Manager 
outreach plan, including revisions made during the January 11 OP&T committee meeting. 
(Agenda Item 7-4) 
 
Authorized two agreements; one with Switch, Inc. in an amount not-to-exceed $1,062,284 for 
the lease of space for the Primary location and one with SHI International, Inc. in an amount 
not-to-exceed $4,077,866 for the procurement of equipment for the Primary location space 
for the Datacenter Modernization/Relocation project.  (No closed session) 
(Agenda Item 7-5) 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  
 
Approved the Minutes of the Meeting for December 8, 2020 and the Minutes of the Special 
Board Meeting for December 15, 2020.  (Agenda Item 6A) 
 
Approved committee assignments.  (NONE - Agenda Item 6B) 
 
Approved Commendatory Resolution for Director Larry McKenney representing the Municipal 
Water District of Orange County.  (Agenda Item 6C) 
 
Nominated and Elected Charles Trevino and Michael Hogan as nonofficer members of the 
Executive Committee for two-year term effective February 9, 2021.  (Agenda Item 6D) 
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OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
 
Removed Jerry Butkiewicz as Vice Chair of the Board.  (Agenda Item 5B) 
 
Presented 15-year Service Pin to Director John W. Murray, Jr., representing the city of Los 
Angeles.  (Agenda Item 5G) 
 
Presented 15-year Service Pin to Director Jesus E. Quiñonez, representing the city of Los 
Angeles.  (Agenda Item 5H) 
 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING. 
 
Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter 
Archive approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their 
attachments, please copy and paste the following into your browser:  
http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/search.aspx 

All current month materials, before they are moved to the Board Letter Archive, are available on 
the public website here: http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings 

Attachment 6, 18 of 18

http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/search.aspx
http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings

	Carpi Legislative Report
	MWD Delegates Report



