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San Diego County
Water Authority

Capital Improvement
Program

The Emergency Storage

Project is a system

of  reservoirs,

interconnected

pipelines and pumping

stations designed to

make water available

to the San Diego region

in the event of an

interruption in imported

water deliveries.  The

ESP is part of the Water

Authority’s Capital

Improvement Program

to enhance and

increase the

operational flexibility

of its water delivery

system.

This newsletter is

one way the San Diego

County Water Authority

is keeping communities

like yours informed

about the project’s

progress.

For more information,

please call toll-free

(877) 426-2010.

Emergency Storage Project

Spring 2002 Edition

Update Provides News to You
For nearly two years, this newsletter has been sent to communities near the Olivenhain Dam construction site.

As the Emergency Storage Project progresses and expands into new communities, so has this newsletter.

The Water Authority is now sending the ESP Update to residents in Scripps Ranch, Rancho Peñasquitos,

Mira Mesa and Poway to share information about the San Vicente Pipeline with these communities.  The

Water Authority’s goal is to ensure all residents near project sites understand what is happening in their

communities and why the Emergency Storage Project is important.  The Water Authority welcomes any

comments or questions you may have about the Emergency Storage Project.

Olivenhain Project Update
The final stage in the construction of the Olivenhain Dam is rolling

full force this spring with the 24-hour-a-day roller-compacted

concrete placement to build the dam.  Over the past few months

the contractor, Kiewit Pacific, has been stockpiling rock quarried

at the site.  This rock will be mixed with other materials that are

delivered to the dam site to

form the roller-compacted

concrete mixture.

Roller-compacted concrete placement began this winter with one-foot

lifts.  When complete, the dam will stand 318 feet high.  Work is

performed during night and early morning hours because roller-compacted

concrete requires placement during the coolest periods of the day to

maintain high quality.  This work is also completed without interruption

to facilitate the required bonding between the roller-compacted

concrete layers.  The contractor continues to perform other daily

operations such as construction of the inlet/outlet pipe encasement

and tower facility which will be used to control the flow of water in and

out of the reservoir.

The Olivenhain Pipelines were finished in February and Via de las Flores

was patched and paved to repair wear and tear associated with the
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project.  The areas disturbed by pipeline construction were

replanted with native plants, which will eventually return the

area to its natural setting.

In February and March, quarterly meetings were held to

inform residents about construction activities at the dam.

These meetings were held in conjunction with the commu-

nity group and town council meetings in Harmony Grove/

Eden Valley, Elfin Forest and Del Dios/Mt. Israel.  The next

quarterly updates are scheduled for community group

meetings in June.

2

PROJECT UPDATEcontinued from page 1

Sharing the Road
If you live near the Olivenhain Dam project site or have driven

on Harmony Grove Road, you know the road is narrow and

winding.  A two-lane road with no separate bike lane or

turnouts, Harmony Grove Road is shared by cars, trucks,

bicyclists and horseback riders.  Since the Olivenhain Dam

project has entered a 24-hour-a-day schedule, additional project

traffic has joined the normal use of Harmony Grove Road.

A project truck enters or exits the Olivenhain Dam site every three

to four minutes, Monday through Friday, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The increased use of Harmony Grove Road means safety needs

to remain the highest priority for all involved.  The Water

Authority has contracted for increased monitoring of Harmony

Grove Road with the California Highway Patrol to cite all drivers

who disobey the speed limit or drive in an unsafe manner.

It is important for everyone to continue using their best judg-

ment when driving on Harmony Grove Road.  For drivers, this

includes traveling at a safe speed that is at or below posted

speed limits, maintaining a safe distance between you and the

vehicle in front of you and minimizing the use of cellular phones

and other distractions.  The Water Authority has encouraged

bicyclists to avoid Harmony Grove Road altogether until

construction at the dam site is complete.

The Water Authority will continue outreach efforts to local

cycling clubs, project truck drivers and residents to remind

everyone to “Think Safety and Drive Smart.”

Crews place the roller-compacted concrete on the dam.

Drawing of cement trucks that access the Olivenhain site.

Frequently Asked Questions
about the Olivenhain Dam
Question: Why does the contractor prefer to place roller-

compacted concrete at night as opposed to the day?

Answer: Placement of roller-compacted concrete is best in cool
temperatures, which is why the contractor primarily
places it at night.  However, work is being done at the dam
24 hours a day.

Question: When will the dam be built?

Answer: The dam will be completed in spring 2003.

Question: I see a sign on the Escondido side of Harmony Grove
Road that says there is a $1,000 fine for trucks that do
not obey the 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. delivery schedule. Does
the Water Authority enforce that rule and if so where
does the money go?

Answer: The Water Authority does enforce the 7 a.m. to
4 p.m. delivery schedule.  To date, approximately
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$25,000 in fines has been collected for early or late
deliveries.  The money goes back to the project to
keep costs down.

Question: What are the shift hours for the construction workers?

Answer: Daily work shifts are 5 p.m. to 3 a.m., 3 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and a maintenance shift from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Question: Will there be lights at Olivenhain Dam after the project
is complete?

Answer: There will be no lights left or installed at the dam once
the project is complete.

Question: Are tours of the construction site still available?

Answer: Tours are available on a first-come first-served basis
on Thursdays, Fridays and one Saturday a month.
Please call the project information line at 877-426-2010
and we will be happy to set a tour up for you.

What’s New with
the San Vicente Pipeline

Map of the Emergency Storage Project.

Geotechnical studies will be under way through summer 2002

at several locations along the route of the future San Vicente

Pipeline.  Rock core drilling will provide data needed to

design a tunnel in which the pipeline will be constructed.

Drilling to extract rock samples — in some instances down

as deep as 600 feet — will take approximately three to four

weeks in most locations.

At a depth ranging from 100 to 600 feet, tunnel construction

will not disturb surface structures such as homes, swimming

pools or patios.  Building the pipeline in a tunnel rather than

in an open-cut trench will significantly reduce the impact of

construction on communities along the pipeline route.  In

particular, traffic impacts will be reduced by avoiding lane

closures on Scripps Poway Parkway, which would have been

necessary if the pipeline were constructed in a trench.  The

tunnel and pipeline are scheduled for construction between

mid-2004 and late 2007.  When completed, the San Vicente

Pipeline will be 12 miles long, the longest tunneled pipeline in

San Diego County.

The purpose of the pipeline is to connect the San Vicente

Reservoir in Lakeside to the Water Authority’s Second

Aqueduct west of Interstate 15 near Rancho Peñasquitos.

Working together with other ESP facilities, the pipeline will

San Vicente Pipeline tunnel alignment.
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The San Diego County

Water Authority is a

public agency serving the

San Diego region as a

wholesale supplier of

water imported from the

Colorado River and

Northern California.  The

agency works through its

23 member agencies to

provide a safe, reliable

water supply to nearly

three million San Diego

County residents.
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about the San Diego County Water Authority’s

Emergency Storage Project, please call

(877) 426-2010 or visit our Web site at:

www.sdcwa.org.

 Earthquake Preparedness Month
Flashlight?  Check.  First aid kit?  Check.  Batteries?  Check.

Water supply for the entire county?  Under way!  April is

Earthquake Preparedness Month and a good time to replenish

your survival kit.  It is also a good reminder of why the Water

Authority is building the Emergency Storage Project.  When

complete, the Emergency Storage Project will safeguard the

region’s water supply in the event of a natural disaster

like an earthquake, protecting the region’s $117 billion

economy and three million residents.

If the aqueducts that import our water supply were damaged

by an earthquake, some communities could be without water

within a few days.  An inadequate water supply would wreak

havoc on the economy, trickling down to the smallest

business.  The Emergency Storage Project will provide San

Diego County with enough water to last six months, allowing

time necessary to repair broken aqueducts and maintain our

economy, job base and quality of life.

enable the Water Authority to transfer water in either

direction between the reservoir and the aqueduct.  This will

provide valuable new flexibility in how the Water Authority

can deliver water during emergency situations as well as

during normal operations.
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