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3.18 Beneficial Effects 
 
NEPA requires an evaluation of both the beneficial and detrimental effects of a federal action, 
even if on balance the lead federal agency believes that the effect will be beneficial.  When 
determining the significance of a federal action’s impact on the physical and human 
environment, the responsible federal official shall consider both the beneficial and adverse 
effects, as defined in 40 CFR 1508.8, as well as the short-term, long-term, direct and indirect 
effects.  In accordance with these guidelines, this section evaluates the beneficial effects of the 
Proposed Action.  The primary beneficial effect of the Proposed Action would be to increase the 
carryover storage capacity of the region, which would assist the Water Authority in meeting the 
regional water demands during periods of extended drought.  As this is considered the purpose 
and need for the project, it is described in more detail in Chapter 1.0 (Introduction) of this 
EIR/EIS.  
 
3.18.1 San Vicente Marina 
 
New recreational facilities to replace the existing marina that would be inundated by the ESP 
dam raise were included as part of the ESP.  These relocated marina facilities would now be 
shifted further west of the ESP planned location as part of the Proposed Action.  In addition, a 
new access road to the relocated marina would follow a different alignment than what was 
studied in the ESP EIR/EIS.  This new alignment would improve access to the marina by 
avoiding the steep grade and hairpin curves that exist for the current access road, thereby 
increasing safety for vehicles hauling boat trailers to the marina. 
 
The site design for the relocated marina facilities was also modified and expanded, in 
comparison to the previous ESP design, to reflect changes requested by the City of San Diego, 
owner of these facilities.  The ESP Recreation Master Plan has been updated to address these 
changes resulting from the Proposed Action, and is included in Appendix A to this EIR/EIS 
(refer to Section 2.2.1.2 [Alternatives Analyzed] of this EIR/EIS for a general description of the 
proposed concept plan).  Figure 2.2-12 illustrates the currently proposed marina site plan and 
grading concept. 
 
The CSP Recreation Master Plan Update proposes expanded boating and fishing opportunities at 
San Vicente Reservoir, replacing the facilities that would be affected by the higher inundation 
limit.  The City has requested the CSP marina design accommodate twice the number of facilities 
that currently exist, and in some cases additional facilities beyond those envisioned by the ESP 
plan.  This is because the reservoir's recreational uses are already in high demand, and with the 
additional water surface area from the larger reservoir, the current number of facilities would be 
insufficient to handle the future demand.  Therefore, this request was incorporated into the CSP 
Recreation Master Plan Update. 
 
The relocated/expanded marina for the Proposed Action would remain the focus of the 
recreational activities at San Vicente Reservoir.  The precise design, dimensions and layout of 
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the proposed relocated/expanded marina would be refined during final engineering for the 
Proposed Action. 
 
The relocated/expanded marina for the Proposed Action would continue to offer a wide range of 
boating activities, which include: sail boats, power boats, row boats, inflatable boats and rental 
power boats.  As with present conditions, boating would be restricted to daylight hours only.  
Water skiing would still be permitted under the same rules and restrictions as currently apply.  
Swimming or any other direct body contact to water would not be permitted, as prescribed under 
the amended REC-1 beneficial designated for San Vicente Dam.  The proposed marina facilities 
would be designed to provide maximum access to disabled persons in compliance with ADA 
requirements. 
 
The relocated/expanded marina would be considered a substantial recreational amenity of the 
Proposed Action, greatly improving upon the current reservoir recreational experience provided 
by the existing San Vicente Marina and Reservoir, and benefiting the San Diego region. 
 
3.18.2 Recreational Fishery  
 
The existing fish and aquatic vegetation communities at San Vicente Reservoir are important 
resources for recreational fishing, one of the primary activities at the lake.  No native fish species 
are found within the reservoir.  Largemouth bass and catfish are popular warm-water recreational 
fish species at the reservoir.  Other species, such as crappie, bluegill, and rainbow trout, are also 
sought by recreational anglers.  Populations of cold water species are maintained by stocking, 
and warm water species are generally maintained by reproduction.  Refer to Sections 3.6 and 
3.17 (Biological Resources and Water Resources for the Proposed Action) of this EIR/EIS for a 
detailed discussion of fish and aquatic vegetation resources at the reservoir, and the response of 
these resources to reservoir operations (i.e., fluctuating water levels, thermal stratification, water 
temperature and dissolved oxygen concentrations). 
 
Recreational fishing would not be allowed during construction of the dam raise because of 
limited access and safety concerns.  The absence of fishing in San Vicente Reservoir during 
drawdown would favor an increase in larger fish and establishment of a stable reproductive 
population because an increase in larger fish generally equates to an increase in broodstock (fish 
capable of reproduction) (Bottroff, 2006).  When the reservoir is filling, fish reproduction should 
be able to keep pace with the increase in inundated areas because broodstock is greater.   
 
Changes in fish abundance, aquatic invertebrates, and water quality are expected to occur when 
the reservoir is filled after the dam raise construction.  Refilling of the reservoir is expected to 
increase fish populations for the first few years due to an increase in foraging, nesting, and 
refuge habitat and nutrients because of the inundation and decomposition of terrestrial 
vegetation.  Considering that the amount of shoreline and suitable fish habitat would increase, 
fish populations would not be adversely affected by potential decreases in dissolved oxygen from 
decomposition of any submerged vegetation, or potential increases in algal productivity from 
leaching of nutrients and pollutants from inundated sediments. 
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In addition, the larval stages of midges, which provide a food source for aquatic organisms, favor 
the colonization of newly disturbed or flooded areas due to their high reproduction rate and rapid 
maturation.  The larvae can tolerate the low dissolved oxygen concentrations that are typical of a 
new reservoir.  Freshwater worms would also colonize the reservoir upon filling.  Freshwater 
clams and sponges are expected to occur in oxygenated areas of the reservoir as it matures. 
 
Therefore, the drawdown and refilling operations at San Vicente Reservoir as a result of the 
Proposed Action are expected to increase the fishery resources in the reservoir, which would 
enhance fishing opportunities upon reopening the lake to recreational uses.  This would also be 
considered a substantial recreational amenity of the Proposed Action, benefiting the San Diego 
region. 
 
3.18.3 Socioeconomics 
 
Positive economic impacts may be derived from potentially higher residential and commercial 
property values within areas near San Vicente Reservoir due to the larger reservoir and marina 
and the associated increased recreational opportunities.  In addition, the regional economy would 
benefit from the incomes generated by a major construction project associated with the Proposed 
Action, and this would indirectly benefit regional assessed values through the increase of 
County-wide sales.  Although these fiscal benefits may not be significant, they would be 
substantially larger than the potential annual property tax loss of $42,000 that may be generated 
by the Proposed Action.  Refer to Section 8.2.2 (Socioeconomic Analysis for Proposed Action) 
of this EIR/EIS for more detailed analysis of these potential socioeconomic effects. 
 
3.18.4 Water Operations 
 
The projected increase in water stored in the reservoir will serve to improve water resources 
because the greater surface-to-volume ratio will decrease evaporative losses, allowing for greater 
conservation of the stored water supplies.  The increased storage capacity will also provide 
increased dilution for any unintended spills or mishaps associated with recreational uses of the 
reservoir, resulting in improved water quality.  The improved facilities in the new dam will result 
in increased public safety through better monitoring and mitigation of potential flood events, 
especially considering that the new PMF will be below the top of the dam following 
construction.  Finally, the new dam construction will provide greatly increased longevity of the 
dam, resulting in further reductions in the risk of downstream inundation and/or flood risk. 
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