
 

 

 
 

  Proposed Staff Recommendation Consent Calendar for April 12, 2018 
 

 ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE   

9-1. Service contract with Johnson Control, Inc., for upgrades to the access control systems for 

field facilities and the Kearny Mesa and Escondido offices.  

Authorize the General Manager to execute a  service contract with Johnson Controls, Inc., 

for the purchase and installation of software and hardware to upgrade the existing access 

control systems for field facilities and the Kearny Mesa and Escondido offices, in the 

amount of $211,667 including software maintenance and support services for a five-year 

term.   

  

    

9-2. Construction contract with Granite Construction, Inc. for the Moosa Canyon Erosion Control 

project. 

Authorize the General Manager to award a construction contract to Granite Construction, 

Inc. in the amount of $1,235,889.40 for the Moosa Canyon Erosion Control project.  

  

    

 WATER PLANNING COMMITTEE   

9-3. East County Regional Treated Water Improvements Program Agreements. 

Approve and authorize the General Manager to enter into replacement agreements with 

Padre Dam Municipal Water District and Otay Water District and an amendment with 

Lakeside Water District for the implementation of the East County Regional Treated Water 

Improvements Program.  

  

    

 LEGISLATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH COMMITTEE   

9-4. Adopt positions on various state bills.   

 

 A) Adopt a position of Support on AB 3170 (Friedman), relating to sales tax 

 exemptions for water use efficiency products. 

 

B) Adopt a position of Oppose Unless Amended on AB 831 (Wieckowski), relating to 

 accessory dwelling units.   

  

    

9-5. Water Tax Action Plan.   

 

a) Adopt a position of Support and Seek Amendments on AB 2050 (Caballero), related 

to  small system water authorities. 

b) Contribute $10,000 to the Association of California Water Agencies’ water tax 

 education campaign. 

c) Direct staff to undertake specific actions from among the identified options to 

 further  engage the Water Authority in educating the region and San Diego 

 ratepayers on water tax proposals.   

  

    

 



 
 
 
 
April 11, 2018 
 
Attention:  Water Planning Committee              
 
Update on water supply conditions (Presentation) 

 
Purpose 
To provide a report on current water supply conditions statewide and in the Colorado River Basin. 

  
Background 
On April 2, 2018, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) conducted the fourth of five 
scheduled monthly manual snow surveys and measured 12.4 inches of snow water content, or 49 
percent of average for that date. Statewide, snow water content measured 14.6 inches, or 52 percent 
of average. All three indexes of accumulated precipitation improved as a result of a series of storms 
in March, but as of April 9, the Northern Sierra 8-Station Precipitation Index was at 83 percent of 
average. Accumulated precipitation in all three regions of the Sierra Nevada remained below 
average. 

 
The Colorado River Basin has also experienced mostly-dry conditions this winter, although a major 
contributing sub-basin, the Upper Green, has experienced above-normal snowfall and near-normal 
precipitation.  
 
Discussion 
State Water Project  
While the 2017-2018 winter snowpack remains below normal, last year’s above average rainfall 
and runoff continues to be reflected in statewide storage reserves. As of April 9, 2018, storage in 
the state’s major reservoirs is near or above historical average. In addition, the March 2018 
storms produced a substantial increase in Lake Oroville storage. At the beginning of March 
2018, Lake Oroville storage stood at 1.46 MAF. By the end of the month, Lake Oroville had 
risen 65 feet, increasing storage to 2.09 MAF.   
 
Table 1 shows reservoir storage levels for Lake Oroville and San Luis Reservoir on April 9, 
2018. 
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Table 1 - Reservoir Storage Levels (April 9, 2018) 
 

Reservoir Storage in Million 
Acre-Feet 

Percent of 
Capacity 

Percent of 
Average 

Oroville 2.213 63% 80% 
San Luis* 1.835 90% 100% 
Combined 4.048 73% 88% 
*San Luis storage includes SWP and Central Valley Project. SWP share in San Luis is approximately 
898 thousand acre-feet. 
 

Colorado River  
As of the end of March 2018, snowpack and precipitation in the Upper Colorado River basin 
remained slightly better than Sierra Nevada conditions, but still below normal at 72 percent and 69 
percent, respectively. The Colorado Basin River Forecast Center, which models runoff for the 
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), on March 15, 2018 forecasted Lake Powell median inflow 
for the peak April-July 2018 runoff season at 3.10 MAF, or 43 percent of average. In February 
2018, Reclamation projected total releases from Lake Powell in water year 2018 at 9 MAF, with no 
shortages projected in calendar year 2018. However, Reclamation projected a 17 percent chance 
of a shortage in water year 2019. Table 2 shows reservoir storage levels for Lake Powell and 
Lake Mead as of April 2, 2018.    
 

 

Table 2 - Reservoir Storage Levels (April 2, 2018) 
 

Reservoir Storage in 
Million Acre-Feet Percent of Capacity 

Lake Powell 12.95 53% 
Lake Mead 10.70 41% 
Combined 23.65 47% 

   
Metropolitan Water District 
As a result of the highest allocation of SWP water since 2006, the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California (Metropolitan) reported an additional 1.2 MAF in dry-year storage, for a 
total of 2.5 MAF in storage in calendar year 2017. For calendar year 2018, recent improvements 
to statewide hydrologic conditions and lower demand trends have reduced the amount of water 
Metropolitan anticipates will be needed to meet demands. Based on the current 20 percent 
allocation of SWP supplies, withdrawals of as much as 289,000 AF would be needed to meet the 
estimated demand of 1.62 MAF. However, it is anticipated that a moderate increase to the SWP 
allocation will be made after DWR includes the recent improvements to hydrologic conditions in 
the April SWP allocation study. Metropolitan staff anticipates the study will support a 25 to 30 
percent SWP allocation, with projected withdrawals from Metropolitan storage of 193,000 AF 
and 98,000 AF, respectively.     
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Local Conditions 
Local reservoir storage as of March 26, 2018, was at 50 percent of capacity, or approximately 
374,000 AF. This total includes “dead storage,” which is water physically inaccessible or 
restricted by agency operating or emergency storage policies. Local storage includes Water 
Authority carryover and emergency storage in Lake Hodges, Olivenhain Reservoir, and San 
Vicente Reservoir.  
 
Above-average temperatures in the San Diego region have persisted into late-winter, with 
average daily maximum temperatures at Lindbergh Field remaining above average into early 
April 2018 and accumulated rainfall through the end of March 2018 still well below average 
despite recent storms. The March 2018 average daily maximum temperature was 1.6 degrees 
above normal. Over the past 18 months, only January 2017 has registered a below-normal 
average maximum temperature.  
 
Table 3 shows accumulated precipitation since October 1, 2017, for Lindbergh Field and 
Ramona Airport, which are geographically representative of the coastal and inland regions that 
make up the Water Authority’s service area. 
 

 
 

Outlook 
Based on current supply levels, the Water Authority and its member agencies will meet 
anticipated demands through a combination of drought-resilient local and regional water 
resources that include desalinated supplies from the Lewis Carlsbad Desalination Plant, ramped-
up agricultural water transfers in calendar year 2018, conservation savings from canal lining 
projects, member agency local supplies, and water use efficiency measures.  
 
Prepared by: Alexi Schnell, Water Resources Specialist 
Reviewed by: Robert R. Yamada, Director of Water Resources  
Approved by: Sandra L. Kerl, Deputy General Manager 

  Table 3 – 2018 Water Year Rainfall Totals (October 1, 2017 – April 8, 2018) 
 

Station Precipitation (Inches) Percent of Normal 

Lindbergh Field 3.18 34% 

Ramona Airport 5.56 40% 



 

Federal Update 

For the San Diego County Water Authority 

Board of Directors 

 April 11, 2018 

 

 

 

Congress returned to Washington on April 9 following a two-week recess.  With their return, 
Senator Richard Shelby (R-Alabama) assumed the chairmanship of the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations, moving up following the retirement of Senator Thad Cochran (R-Mississippi).  
Shelby also assumed the chair of the Defense Subcommittee.  Several other chairmanships 
changed hands on the Republican side, but Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) retained the 
Interior Subcommittee and Senator Lamar Alexander (R-Tennessee) retained the Energy & Water 
Development Subcommittee. 
 
In the House, Speaker Paul Ryan announced that he will not run for re-election and will retire 
from Congress at the end of the current term.  He will remain Speaker for the remainder of the 
year.  With the possibility of a change in the House majority in 2019, there is no clear frontrunner 
to lead Republicans next year. 
 

 

 
The President signed the FY2018 Omnibus Appropriations Act (HR 1625) into law on March 23.  
The new law sets final spending levels for the remainder of FY2018 and establishes a de facto 
baseline for FY2019 funding.  Outrage by many fiscal conservatives – inside Congress and out – 
led the President to threaten, briefly, that he would veto the bill.  Since signing it, President 
Trump has met with congressional Republicans to discuss ways to rescind some of the spending 
provisions in the bill although it is not clear what would be targeted nor how this would be carried 
out. 
 
The omnibus provides a total of $1.29 trillion for federal discretionary programs, a nearly ten 
percent increase over FY2017.  The new law provides $700 billion for defense and $591 billion 
for non-defense programs.  Within these totals, the spending bill provides an additional $21.2 
billion over FY2017 for transportation, water and wastewater projects, rural broadband, and 
other infrastructure programs. 
 
With the completion of funding for FY2018, federal agencies are now able to issue final grant 
applications or awards.  The application timelines for these programs may be very short. 

            Omnibus Spending Bill Enacted 
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The passage of an omnibus bill containing increases to infrastructure funding has made it more 
unlikely that a broad infrastructure bill will move through Congress this year.  President Trump 
and key congressional leaders have said as much and important Administration officials tied to 
the President’s plan, have left or plan to leave the Administration soon.  Congress is expected to 
pass targeted infrastructure-related bills this year, such as an FAA authorization and a new Water 
Resources Development Act (WRDA), and these bills may carry related streamlining reforms and 
additional infrastructure-related authorizations and spending. 

 

 

 

President Trump has continued to shuffle his Cabinet and team of senior advisors.  He has 
nominated CIA Director Mike Pompeo to take over the Department of State following the 
dismissal of Rex Tillerson.  Pompeo’s confirmation hearings begin this week.  Trump has 
nominated Gina Haspel, a career intelligence officer and currently deputy director of the CIA, to 
take over for Pompeo.   
 
Trump replaced General H.R. McMaster with former U.N. Ambassador John Bolton as National 
Security Advisor on April 9.  Bolton is expected to dismiss a large number of NSC staff adding to 
the turnover within the President’s national security team.  On April 10, Tom Bossert, Assistant 
to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism, announced his decision to leave 
the White House.    
 
The President fired Veterans Affairs Secretary David Shulkin.  Shulkin was under an ethics 
investigation related to his official travel and gifts he accepted. Trump has announced his 
intention to nominate his White House physician, Rear Admiral Ronny Jackson, to lead the VA.  
Jackson has been the head White House physician since 2013 but has not led an organization as 
large as the VA – in terms of both budget and personnel.  
 
Gary Cohn, Director of the National Economic Council and the chief economic adviser to the 
president, stepped down on March 6.  A leading supporter of free trade, Cohn found himself on 
the losing side of an increasingly protectionist White House staff.  Economist and television 
commentator Larry Kudlow has agreed to take over for Cohn.  A former-Democrat, Kudlow has 
served as staff at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and in the Office of Management & 
Budget during Ronald Reagan’s first term.  Later, he served as Chief Economist at the financial 
firm Bear Stearns. 
 
Communications Director Hope Hicks left her position at the end of February and her 
replacement is still pending.  
 
 

            Administration Shakeups Continue 
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Twelve federal agencies – including the Departments of the Interior, Energy, the Corps of 
Engineers, and the Federal Energy Regulatory Agency (FERC) – signed an MOU to establish “a 
cooperative relationship for the timely processing of environmental reviews and authorization 
decisions for proposed major infrastructure projects.”  The MOU formally documents the 
cooperation called for in President Trump’s Executive Order 13807.  That Executive Order., signed 
last year, sought to establish the President’s “One Federal Decision Framework” or “one agency, 
one decision” process to reduce the time agencies have to prepare and decide on environmental 
review documents. 
 
Under the MOU, the agencies agree to work together to develop a single Permitting Timetable 
for necessary environmental reviews and authorization decisions. They will also prepare a single 
environmental impact statement (EIS), sign a single record of decision (ROD), and issue all 
necessary authorization decisions within 90 days of the issuance of a ROD. 
 

            Agencies Sign MOU to Streamline Review Process 
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