
 

 

 
 

  Proposed Staff Recommendation Consent Calendar for March 22, 2018 
 

 ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEE   
9-1. Monthly Treasurer’s Report on Investments and Cash Flow. 

Note and file monthly Treasurer’s Report.      
  

    
9-2. Ordinance amending Chapter 4.04 of the Administrative Code. 

Adopt Ordinance No. 2018-___, an ordinance of the board of directors of the San Diego 
County Water Authority amending Chapter 4.04 of the Administrative Code.  

  

    
9-3. Resolution changing the April 2018 Board Meeting Dates.  

Adopt Resolution No. 2018-____, a resolution of the Board of Directors of the San Diego 
County Water Authority moving the scheduled regular April 26, 2018, Board meeting date to 
April 12, 2018, and moving the scheduled April 12, 2018, special Board meeting to April 26, 
2018.  

  

    
9-4. Designations for Emergency Assistance and Relief.  

Adopt Resolution No. 2018-___, a Resolution of the Board of Directors of the San Diego 
County Water Authority to designate officers and employees authorized to execute  
certain disaster relief or emergency assistance documents.   

  

    
 WATER PLANNING COMMITTEE   
9-5. Bureau of Reclamation 2018 Bay-Delta Restoration Program: CALFED Water Use Efficiency 

Grants Application. 
Adopt Resolution No. 2018-____ authorizing the General Manager to submit a grant 
application to the Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, under the 2018 Bay-Delta 
Restoration Program’s “CALFED Water Use Efficiency Grants”, and commit the Water 
Authority to the financial and legal obligations associated with the receipt of grant funds, if 
selected.  

  

    
 ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE   
9-6. Notice of Completion for the Carlsbad 6 Flow Control Facility project.  

Authorize the General Manager to accept the Carlsbad 6 Flow Control Facility project as 
complete, record the Notice of Completion, and release funds held in retention to Kiewit 
Infrastructure West, Inc. following the expiration of the retention period.   

  

    
 LEGISLATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH COMMITTEE   
9-7. Adopt positions on various state bills.   

 
A) Adopt a position of Support on AB 1944 (Garcia), relating to the San Luis Rey 
 Valley  Groundwater Basin. 
 
 B) Adopt a position of Support if Amended on AB 2060 (Garcia), relating to advance 
 payment grant awards for disadvantaged communities. 
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C) Adopt a position of Support on AB 2283 (Holden), relating to income tax exemption 
 for water conservation rebates. 

 
D) Adopt a position of Oppose Unless Amended on SB 998 (Dodd), relating to water 
 system shutoffs. 

 
E) Adopt a position of Support and Amend on SB 1367 (Atkins), relating to the San 
 Diego River Conservancy program. 

 
F) Adopt a position of Oppose Unless Amended on the Brown Administration’s 
 proposed budget trailer bill, dated February 1, 2018, related to safe and affordable 
 drinking water.   

    
9-8. Adopt a Resolution of Support for Proposition 68 – the California  Drought, Water, Parks, 

Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018.   
Adopt resolution 2018-___ endorsing Proposition 68, the California Drought, Water, Parks, 
Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018.   

  

    
    

 



 
  

March 21, 2018 
  
Attention: Imported Water Committee 
 
Metropolitan Water District Delegates’ Report (Discussion) 
 
Background 
This report summarizes key discussions held and actions taken at the Metropolitan Water District 
(MWD) committee and Board meetings, as reported by the Water Authority Delegates.  This 
report includes MWD Board activities for March 2018.  The MWD committees and Board met 
on March 12 and 13, 2018, and meet next on April 9 and 10. 
 
Discussion 
The key actions at the March MWD Board and committee meetings were: 1) authorizing an 
agreement with the State Water Contractors, Inc., to pursue 2018 Sacramento Valley water 
transfers and payment of the initial administrative deposit not to exceed $500,000 for a potential 
purchase of 100,000 acre-feet of transfer supplies; and 2) authorizing a three-year advertising 
and community outreach services contract with Quigley-Simpson & Heppelwhite, Inc., for an 
amount not to exceed $14.7 million.  MWD held its third budget and rates workshop on its 
proposed biennial budget for fiscal years 2019 and 2020 and rates and charges for calendar years 
2019 and 2020 during the Finance and Insurance Committee.  During the following day’s Board 
meeting, MWD held two public hearings on: 1) its proposal to continue suspending the ad 
valorem tax rate for fiscal years 2019 and 2020; and 2) its proposed 2019 and 2020 rates and 
charges.  Attachment 1 summarizes the third workshop and public hearings.  Also, the Board 
received a presentation by MWD’s newly hired firm, Olson, Hagel & Fishburn, LLP, (OHF) on 
the previous firm’s (Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr) review of the Ethics Office’s 
policies, procedures, and governance.  Attachment 2 summarizes OHF’s presentation and the 
Board’s subsequent discussion.  
 
During the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee, Assistant General Manager/Strategic 
Water Initiatives Patterson reported that MWD is finalizing its analysis of California WaterFix’s 
recently introduced staged approach and of MWD financing the unsubscribed portions of the 
twin tunnel project.  To ensure MWD has sufficient control over its investment if it were to 
finance the unsubscribe portions of the twin tunnels, Patterson said MWD has initiated 
discussions with the Department of Water Resources.  That discussion is going well, according 
to Patterson, who expected reaching agreement on terms shortly.  MWD’s negotiations over 
“purchase agreements” with agencies in the “Central Valley and State Water Project service 
area,” on the other hand, continue.  MWD will hold a WaterFix workshop at its March 27 
Special Committee on Bay-Delta meeting.  Staff said this workshop intends to cover several 
topics including providing an overview of several draft agreements related to gap funding, 
project design and construction management, facility financing, transfer agreements, and MWD 
financing the twin tunnels’ unsubscribed portions and cost-benefit and risk analyses of the staged 
and twin tunnel approaches.  Depending on the Board’s feedback, staff anticipates action on 
modifying MWD’s WaterFix participation level at its April Board meeting.  
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During MWD’s Water Planning and Stewardship, and Conservation and Local Resources 
committees’ meetings, the Board discussed proposed modifications to its Conservation Credits 
Program and potential alternatives to these suggested changes.  This discussion is summarized in 
Attachment 3.  
 
Overview 
The Water Authority Delegation supported 10 of 11 action items approved by the MWD Board.  
Steiner supported, and Lewinger abstained on, expressing supported for Proposition 68 - 
California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act 
of 2018 (Directors Hogan and Saxod were absent).  The Board also expressed support for AB 
2050 (Caballero, D-Salinas): Small System Water Authority Act of 2018 as proposed to be 
amended.  In closed and open sessions, the Legal and Claims Committee received an update on 
the Oroville spillway related litigation.  This committee also heard a report on the rate litigation 
in closed session, which the Delegates did not attend.  MWD inducted new Board member 
Harold C. Williams, who replaced Donald Dear, as one of West Basin Municipal Water 
District’s two MWD representatives.  During MWD’s Board meeting, four representatives from 
it Supervisors’ Association expressed concerns regarding labor negotiations with MWD’s 
management and 12 speakers expressed opposition to WaterFix.  Attachment 4 is a copy of 
MWD’s March 2018 committee and Board meeting agendas and summary report.  
 
Prepared by: Suki Chhokar, Assistant Management Analyst   

Liz Mendelson-Goossens, Senior Water Resources Specialist 
Reviewed by:  Communications and Legislation Committee by Keith Lewinger  
  Conservation and Local Resources Committee by Fern Steiner  
  Engineering and Operations Committee by Fern Steiner 
  Finance and Insurance Committee by Keith Lewinger  
  Legal and Claims Committee by Fern Steiner  
  Organization, Personnel and Technology by Delegates 
  Water Planning and Stewardship Committee by Keith Lewinger and Fern Steiner  
 
Attachment 1: Discussion Summary of MWD’s Proposed Biennial Budget and Rates and Public 

Hearings on MWD’s Proposed Rates and Tax Rate Limit Suspension 
Attachment 2: Discussion Summary of MWD’s Ethics Office Review 
Attachment 3: Discussion Summary of Proposed Modifications to MWD’s Conservation Credits 

Program 
Attachment 4: MWD’s committee and Board meeting agendas and Board summary, dated March 

12 and 13, 2018 
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Discussion Summary of MWD’s Proposed Biennial Budget and Rates and Public Hearings 
on MWD’s Proposed Rates and Tax Rate Limit Suspension 

 
At its March 2018 Finance and Insurance Committee (F&I Committee), MWD held its third 
workshop on its proposed biennial budget and rates for fiscal years 2019 and 2020 and calendar 
years 2019 and 2020, respectively.  This workshop focused on the proposed budget for MWD’s 
Capital Investment Plan (CIP), responding to questions from the prior workshops, and MWD’s 
financial policies. The Water Authority’s MWD Delegates’ noted at the meeting that some of 
their questions remain unanswered, such as how the proposed 10-year financial forecast (10-year 
forecast) compares to the 10-year forecast adopted as part of MWD’s current biennial budget.  
 
Following staff’s presentation on the biennial budget for MWD’s CIP, Director Lewinger noted 
the pattern that MWD has spent less on its CIP than it planned.  In response to Lewinger, 
Assistant General Manager/Chief Financial Officer Breaux said that when MWD’s actual CIP 
expenditures fall below budget, MWD issues less debt and/or uses less from the Replacement 
and Refurbishment Fund (R&R Fund).  Breaux said that any funds remaining in the R&R Fund 
at the end of the fiscal year would be kept in that fund for future use and would not go into 
MWD’s unrestricted reserves.  Later, in response to Director Kurtz (Pasadena), staff said that 
none of the proposed projects in MWD’s CIP “have anything to do with growth” and instead are 
focused on either repairing existing infrastructure or making needed improvements.  Kurtz asked 
where “capacity” is included in the CIP to which staff replied, “we don’t have capacity 
improvements – expanding the system to bring in more water – we haven’t had growth related 
projects in the CIP for a very long time.”  General Manager Kightlinger added that over the last 
decade or so, CIP projects have not been driven by “growth” because of “economic changes, 
demographic changes,” and conservation programs’ success.  Instead, CIP projects have been 
focused on repairing, refurbishing, and upgrading the system to maintain facilities, extend their 
lifespans, and meet operational requirements.  Breaux added that in some parts of its system, 
MWD has reduced capacity, for example, by mothballing modules at some of its treatment 
facilities.  Expressing confusion, Kurtz said she thought that CIP spending was reduced due to 
decreased demands.  Kightlinger said that the more recent levels of CIP funding are significantly 
less than what MWD was spending 15 or so years ago when it included projects for growth; and 
since MWD is no longer planning to undertake projects related to growth, CIP spending has been 
reduced.  F&I Committee Chair Barbre (Municipal Water District of Orange County) suggested 
that MWD’s conservation program is intended to meet any growth in demands.  Kightlinger said 
MWD’s Integrated Water Resources Plan’s strategy is for local projects and conservation to 
manage regional growth, concluding that this strategy has been successful.  
 
Staff continued with its presentation, focusing on the portion intended to respond to questions 
asked during the first two workshops.  In relation to the Local Resources Program (LRP) 
funding, Director McKenney (Municipal Water District of Orange County) suggested that if the 
Board felt a specific project offered “a real opportunity” and was not included in the biennial 
budget’s assumptions, that the Board could address this “during the budget cycle.”  Breaux 
agreed, adding that although the Board authorized an LRP project, it’s financial impact would be 
felt later.  Since the Board can adjust the LRP funding mid budget cycle, McKenney surmised 
that the same would be true for its Conservation Credits Program (CCP).  
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Turning to MWD’s supply programs, Director Dake (Los Angeles) noticed that MWD’s 10-year 
forecast does not include a line item for the supply programs but does include one for proposed 
funding for MWD’s CCP.  Staff responded that MWD’s supply programs are “implicit” in the 
assumptions for MWD’s Colorado River diversions and State Water Project allocation.  Dake 
said that MWD’s “relationship” to its funding for supply programs and CCP is different, 
suggesting that MWD is willing to exceed the supply programs’ budget because “we need to 
keep those pipes full,” but that MWD is opposed to exceeding its CCP budget.  He surmised that 
this differing response is due to the way the 10-year forecast depicts its assumptions.  Kightlinger 
restated how the 10-year forecast accounts for MWD’s supply programs, adding that MWD 
plans to spend its CCP budget.  He also offered to show more detail on the supply programs 
funding assumed in the 10-year forecast.  Assistant General Manager/Chief Operating Officer 
Upadhyay said that MWD budgets a “baseline” for the supply programs just like it budgets a 
“baseline” for the CCP and that there has been “fluctuation” around those baselines in response 
to the Board’s decisions to increase funding in response to actual conditions.   
 
Focusing on MWD’s State Water Project (SWP) contract expenditures, Lewinger sought 
clarification on why the proposed budget for fiscal year 2019 is lower than the adopted fiscal 
year 2018 budget, specifically asking if MWD reduced the fiscal year 2019 budget because it has 
over-budgeted SWP contract expenditures over the last five years. Staff responded that MWD 
recently reviewed the forecast with the Department of Water Resources, which resulted in 
“global reductions” for SWP contract costs. Lewinger asked if MWD anticipates that actual SWP 
expenditures will be closer to fiscal year 2019’s proposed budget, as a result. Kightlinger replied 
that MWD expects it to be close but that “things change” and there are several factors involved. 
Responding to Lewinger, staff attributed the difference between budgeted debt service 
expenditures and actual debt service expenditures to debt refinancing. Noting that the workshop 
was running behind schedule, Lewinger offered to submit his additional questions in writing and 
requested that he receive a response prior to the final budget and rates workshop.  
 
In response to Director Steiner, staff said that the projected SWP contract costs include 
California WaterFix costs based on the Board’s October 2017 authorization to participate in the 
$16.7 billion twin tunnel project at a 25.9 percent level. Steiner asked if MWD would provide an 
updated 10-year forecast that showed the increase in projected SWP contract costs if MWD 
participated in WaterFix at a higher level. Kightlinger said this analysis would not be included in 
this biennial budget but that staff would provide it as part of the Board’s consideration to 
increase its WaterFix participation level. 
 
Moving onto MWD’s financial policies, staff presented a summary of key policies related to 
MWD’s unrestricted reserves, debt coverage ratio, and fixed charge coverage ratio. After staff’s 
presentation, Director Blois (Calleguas) noted that MWD’s analysis indicated that rather than 
have “overall” rate increases of 3 percent in calendar year 2021 and 2022, MWD could have 
“overall” rate increase of 2.5 in each year and asked if that would result in MWD dipping below 
its fixed charge coverage ratio of 1.2 times in the future. Staff responded that WaterFix is 
“driving” the fixed charge coverage ratio and as MWD moves through time it better understands 
how to “recalibrate” the 10-year forecast to ensure MWD meets all its targets.  
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Director Murray (Los Angeles) noted that MWD’s 10-year forecast suggests it will have a 
“permanent” suspension of the ad valorem tax (tax) rate limitation. Staff did not confirm or 
contradict Murray’s understanding and suggested more information would be presented to the 
Board at the following day’s public hearing on its proposal to suspend the tax rate limitation. 
Requesting that MWD be clear on its assumption related to tax rate, Murray stated that the tax is 
“not an unimportant source of revenue.” Staff agreed that it’s a “very important” revenue source. 
 
Focusing on MWD’s debt coverage ratio, Director Dick (Municipal Water District of Orange 
County) pointed out that MWD’s 2.0 times target is self-imposed and questioned if MWD needs 
to have such a high target. Barbre said MWD’s target ensures its high credit ratings, and that 
recently, rating agencies have noted that MWD is below its target and that could affect its future 
ratings if the trend continues. Breaux confirmed Barbre’s understanding, adding that the rating 
agencies may be comfortable with a 1.8 times ratio but that agencies with AAA ratings usually 
have 2.0 times debt coverage ratios. Dick asked what would be the impact to MWD’s cost if its 
credit rating were AA. Breaux responded that it’s “hard to say” but debt issuing cost impacts 
could range between 5 to 15 basis points (0.05 and 0.15 percent) and suggested that MWD’s 
“liquidity agreements with banks” may be affected.  
 
Regarding MWD’s reserves policy, Lewinger pointed out that what MWD now describes as its 
“target” unrestricted reserve level, was previously characterized as a “maximum” and requested 
that MWD have a discussion about MWD’s “policy” to have its unrestricted reserve “target” 
equal to its maximum. Breaux said that MWD’s Administrative Code is clear on the terminology 
of “target” and also provides guidance on how the Board may spend funds over this “target.” 
Lewinger reiterated his request adding that MWD’s unrestrictive reserves’ target has a rate 
impact. Stating that the Board already had this discussion and set the current policy, Kightlinger 
said the Board periodically “revisits the goals, and targets, and coverage” but suggested that 
having a discussion at the fourth workshop couple with the planned WaterFix workshop would 
cause MWD’s March 27 meetings to go well into the afternoon. Lewinger said he would submit 
written questions and Barbre suggested these questions could be addressed at MWD’s next F&I 
Committee meeting, which will be held the day before MWD is scheduled to adopt its budget 
and rates. Ultimately, MWD will hold a fourth workshop on March 27.  
 
At the following day’s Board meeting, staff gave a presentation on MWD’s proposed suspension 
of the ad valorem tax rate for fiscal years 2019 and 2020. Following the presentation, MWD 
opened its public hearing on the proposed suspension. Lewinger suggested that fixed charges 
may offer the same benefits that MWD identified for the ad valorem tax. Disagreeing with 
Lewinger, staff called the tax “unique” because it ensures that all property owners in MWD’s 
service area, even those that do not receive any MWD water but “benefit” indirectly from 
MWD’s services, pay some of MWD’s costs. In response to Lewinger’s suggestion that MWD’s 
current standby charge would achieve the same result, staff said a standby charge would be hard 
for MWD to implement given its large service area and the “tremendous variability in water use 
and benefits.” Chairman Record (Eastern) stated that this portion of MWD’s meeting was for a 
public hearing and that directors had opportunities to make comments during its three budget and 
rates workshops. During MWD’s Board meeting, seven speakers expressed opposition to 
WaterFix, and later, to suspending the tax rate limitation, and one speaker opposed rate 
increases.  
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Discussion Summary of MWD’s Ethics Office Review 
 
At its March 2018 meeting, the MWD Board received a presentation by Olson, Hagel & 
Fishburn, LLP, (OHF), a firm that MWD recently retained to continue the review of its Ethics 
Office’s policies, procedures, and governance.  MWD’s previous consultant for this review, 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr, LLP, (WilmerHale) was hired in July 2017 and 
provided a written report, which included recommendations, to the Board in February 2018.  
OHF will review and analyze the recommendations and best practices provided by WilmerHale, 
provide additional recommendations and best practices, identify differences between 
WilmerHale’s and OHF’s recommendations, and determine if revisions to MWD’s 
Administrative Code, policies, and procedures are needed.  Particularly, OHF indicated it would 
provide specific recommendation surrounding confidentiality during the investigation process, 
and examine WilmerHale’s recommendation to move the Ethics Office under MWD’s General 
Counsel.  Calling the WilmerHale report a “comprehensive overview” and “good baseline,” OHF 
preliminarily agreed with many of WilmerHale’s recommendations.  OFH intends to consider 
how to “harmonize” the statutory requirement for MWD to have an Ethics Office and have an 
independent Ethics Office, describing this balance as a “challenge.”  OHF will provide a “more 
concrete” update at MWD’s April Audit and Ethics Committee.  Following the presentation, 
Director Lewinger requested that the Water Authority General Counsel’s two letters regarding 
the Ethics Office review be provided to OHF.1  Director Dake (Los Angeles) asked OHF to 
return to the Board with a policy proposal related to how MWD manages ethics investigations of 
non-unionized employees, who do not have access to union legal counsel.  
 
 

                                            
1 Water Authority General Counsel’s March 9, 2018 letter found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/2018-03-09-wa-
gc-ltr-re-mwd-item-10-1-ethics-office/  
Water Authority General Counsel’s March 12, 2018 letter found here: https://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-
admin/about.php  

http://www.mwdfacts.com/2018-03-09-wa-gc-ltr-re-mwd-item-10-1-ethics-office/
http://www.mwdfacts.com/2018-03-09-wa-gc-ltr-re-mwd-item-10-1-ethics-office/
https://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-admin/about.php
https://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-admin/about.php
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Discussion Summary of Proposed Modifications to MWD’s Conservation Credits Program  
 
At MWD’s March 2018 Water Planning and Stewardship Committee (WP&S Committee) 
meeting, staff presented proposed modifications to the Conservation Credits Programs (CCP). 
These modifications were also discussed at the February 2018 Conservation and Local Resources 
Committee (C&LR Committee) meeting.1  Following staff’s presentation, Director Steiner asked 
if the new program would have controls in place to prohibit homeowners who have received turf 
removal subsidies from converting their landscapes back to turf.  Staff responded that there is no 
such prohibition, but MWD is currently analyzing data from its last turf removal program to 
better inform staff and the Board on the program’s performance.  Replying to Steiner, staff said 
that receipts would be required in the new turf removal program to ensure participating projects 
do not receive subsides that exceed their actual cost.  In response to Steiner and Director 
Lewinger, staff clarified that a sub-agency implementing its own program using Member Agency 
Administered Program funding would not impact the ability for other sub-agencies under the 
same MWD member agency to participate in MWD’s regional program. 
 
Lewinger reiterated his concern with MWD’s proposed market-based rebates on indoor devices 
since the subsidies are significantly higher than their expected water savings and would have 
little impact on market transformation. Staff explained this 1-year pilot program would only be 
implemented if MWD continued to see declining participation in its indoor device rebate 
programs, or if MWD was not achieving the gallons per capita daily (GPCD) water savings 
described in its 2015 Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP). Later, Director Dick (Municipal 
Water District of Orange County) also expressed concern with the proposed market-based 
rebates.  
 
Returning to the turf removal program, Lewinger requested a “mini-audit” of MWD’s past 
program to evaluate if the converted landscapes are achieving the water savings MWD assumed 
they would. Staff replied that MWD has initiated research related to the past turf removal 
program and plans to present its findings to the WP&S committee next fiscal year.  
 
Director Ackerman (Municipal Water District of Orange County) focused on better 
understanding the proposed professional landscaper training programs. Staff clarified that 
training would be available to different professionals who MWD felt would need to better 
understand water use efficiency landscape practices. To ensure participants complete the 
training, Dick suggested that MWD require a registration fee, which would be refunded upon 
successful completion. He also suggested MWD develop a website to enable consumers to select 
landscape professionals that have completed this training.  
 
Reiterating his previous concern that current water use is rebounding and even increasing 
compared to 2013 water use levels, Director Gold (Los Angeles) requested information to 
understand the cost-effectiveness and return-on-investment of MWD’s CCP and ensure that the 
its proposed budget is based on achieving annual and long-term water use efficiency goals. 
Agreeing to return with the requested information, Assistant General Manager/Chief Operating 
Officer Upadhyay added that the proposed CCP budget is based on achieving the conservation 
                                            
1 A summary of the February 2018 C&LR Committee’s discussion starts on page 7 of the Water Authority’s 
February 2018 Supplemental Materials packet found here: http://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-documents  

http://www.sdcwa.org/meetings-and-documents
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target identified in its IRP and that since the region’s GPCD water use currently tracks below the 
IRP’s assumption, the CCP are intended to maintain the trend. Gold restated his concern that 
current water use is rebounding beyond what was anticipated.  
 
Noting the Board’s consistent request for additional data, Director McKenney (Municipal Water 
District of Orange County) asked if the CCP’s proposed budget includes funding for research to 
respond to these types of requests. Staff confirmed the proposed budget includes funding for 
ongoing and new research to better understand the CCP’s water savings. Wrapping up the 
committee’s discussion, Dick expressed support for MWD’s water awareness outreach efforts.  
 
At the following day’s C&LR Committee meeting, staff presented alternatives to its proposed 
CCP modifications to respond to comments made during the Board’s previous discussions. 
General Manager Kightlinger stated that staff aims to craft a program that works for the greatest 
number of MWD’s member agencies. He also encouraged member agencies to provide written 
comments, noting that MWD received a joint letter from several Los Angeles County member 
agencies.2  
 
Starting off the discussion, Steiner urged that the new turf removal program require receipts to 
ensure that participants do not receive subsidies greater than their projects’ costs. Later, Director 
Ackerman (Municipal Water District of Orange County) supported requiring receipts, while 
Director Peterson (Las Virgenes) opposed their requirement, and Director Cordero (Long Beach) 
suggested surveys in lieu of receipts. Staff replied that receipts are more accurate and detailed, 
and prevent data gaps, but Kightlinger suggested that photographs of participating landscape 
could be used instead. Upadhyay said the proposed subsidy amount of $1 per square-foot,3 and 
cap on square-feet reduces the likelihood that the program will be abused. Later, Kightlinger 
suggested requiring receipts did little to ensure program compliance and General Auditor Riss 
confirmed that there was no problem related to the receipts.4 Director Blois (Calleguas) called 
requiring receipts “problematic” and said he would rather prioritize ensuring that permanent, 
drought-tolerant landscapes replace turf. Later, Steiner suggested MWD include in the turf 
removal program agreements that landscapes must be in place for a certain amount of time to 
ensure expected water savings are realized; C&LR Committee Chair Gold supported her 
recommendation. Blois also echoed Lewinger’s request from the previous day for information on 
water savings achieved by MWD’s past turf removal program, adding that if it’s more cost-
effective to save water through turf removal than it is in to import water, then the turf removal 
program should become permanent. Later, Lewinger agreed with Blois but echoed Steiner that 
MWD would need to have program controls in place to ensure long-term water savings.  
 
Director Kurtz (Pasadena) expressed support for allowing Member Agency Administered 
Program funding to go towards graywater programs, adding that she hoped in the future 

                                            
2 Found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2018-03-15-LAC-Agencies-re-proposed-CCP-
modifications.pdf  
3 Excluding supplemental funding from MWD’s member agencies. 
4 There were news reports that some participants in MWD’s past turf removal program received subsidy checks 
exceeding their turf removal projects’ costs. Jan 11, 2015. The Los Angeles Times. Businesses get fat rebate checks 
for water-saving turf replacement. http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-turf-rebate-20150112-story.html  

http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2018-03-15-LAC-Agencies-re-proposed-CCP-modifications.pdf
http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2018-03-15-LAC-Agencies-re-proposed-CCP-modifications.pdf
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-turf-rebate-20150112-story.html
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graywater projects would be added to the device rebate program. Later, Director Gray (West 
Basin) echoed support for MWD funding graywater programs.  
 
Stating the turf removal program should focus on saving water, Director Pressman (Beverly 
Hills) said side and back yards should be eligible for funding. He also echoed the Delegates’ 
previous recommendation that MWD apportion the program’s funding by member agency to 
allow agencies to structure their respective programs as to best serve their service areas.  
 
Director Atwater (Foothill) expressed support for allowing member agencies to have flexibility, 
which Gray later echoed. In addition to this flexibility, Atwater suggested that MWD’s turf 
removal program should promote and not require, the use of California native plants. Gold 
agreed with promoting native, climate-appropriate plants but said non-native plants should be 
prohibited.  
 
Focusing on the CCP’s budget, Gold suggested its funding level should be “commensurate” with 
reducing demands, which he believes are rebounding. Kightlinger reiterated that the CPP’s 
funding stems from funds collected through MWD’s Water Stewardship Rate, which are 
allocated based on the IRP’s local resources development and conservation targets. Also related 
to MWD’s CPP budget, Lewinger pointed out that in staff’s presentation it demonstrated how a 
balancing account works; in this case, unspent CCP-budgeted funds would be placed in the 
Water Stewardship Fund and to be later used for conservation purposes. Previously, Lewinger 
advocated that MWD expand this “balancing account” concept to cover other revenue sources. 
 
Focusing on disadvantaged communities, Cordero and Gray urged that MWD market its 
conservation programs more effectively to these communities. Gold added that the market-based 
rebates for indoor devices would be very impactful in these communities and suggested that 
MWD consider a pilot program to promote the rebates in disadvantaged communities.  
 



Date of Notice: February 28, 2018 

 

F&I Committee 
B. Barbre, Chair 
G. Dake, V. Chair 
S. Blois 
D. Dear 
D. De Jesus 
S. Faessel 
W. Gedney  
C. Kurtz 
K. Lewinger 
L. McKenney 
L. Paskett 
M. Ramos 
E. Saxod  
Z. Sinanyan  
 
 

 
Finance and Insurance 
Committee/Budget and Rates 
Workshop #3 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 
 
March 12, 2018  
9:30 a.m. -- Room 2-145 
 

 

Monday, March 12, 2018 
Meeting Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 F&I 

11:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 WP&S 

12:30 p.m. Rm. 2-145 E&O 

2:00 p.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Finance and Insurance Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee may attend and 
participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee will not vote on matters before the Finance and 
Insurance Committee. 
 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Insurance 

Committee/Budget and Rates Workshop #1 held February 12, 2018 and 
Finance and Insurance Committee/Budget and Rates Workshop #2 held 
February 27, 2018 

 
 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
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Finance and Insurance Committee  March 12, 2018 
Agenda 
Page 2 

Date of Notice: February 28, 2018 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None  
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Oral Report on Investment Activities 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 
 a. Chief Financial Officer’s report  

 
 
8. BUDGET AND RATES WORKSHOP #3 
 
 
9. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, 

may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
  This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, even 
when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 

are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Date of Notice:  March 2, 2018  

  
 
 

 
WP&S Committee 

G. Gray, Chair 
R. Atwater, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
M. Camacho 
D. De Jesus  
L. Dick 
K. Lewinger 
J. Morris 
L. Paskett 
G. Peterson 
B. Pressman 
J. Quiñonez 
F. Steiner 

 

 
Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 
 
March 12, 2018 
11:00 a.m. – Room 2-456 
 
 

 
 

March 12, 2018 
Meeting Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 F&I 

11:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 WP&S 

12:30 p.m. Rm. 2-145 E&O 

2:00 p.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Water Planning and Stewardship Committee is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee may 
attend and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In 
order to preserve the function of the committees as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are 
not assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee will not vote on matters before the Water 
Planning and Stewardship Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 
held February 12, 2018 
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  March 12, 2018 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 2 
 

Date of Notice:  March 2, 2018  

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 7-4 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize: (1) agreement with the State Water 
Contractors, Inc. to pursue 2018 Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies; and 
(2) $5 per acre-foot initial administrative deposit not to exceed $500,000.  (WP&S) 
 

  Recommendation: 
Option 1: 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined as a 
project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

a. Authorize the General Manager to enter into an agreement with the State 
Water Contractors, Inc. to pursue 2018 Sacramento Valley water transfer 
supplies, in a form approved by the General Counsel; and  

b. Authorize making a $5 per acre-foot initial administrative deposit and 
disbursements from that deposit consistent with the agreement not to 
exceed $500,000. 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

 9-2 Review of potential modifications and additions to Metropolitan’s 
Conservation Program   

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a Water Surplus and Drought Management Report 
   
 b. Proposed future supply action funding program 
   
 c. Observation on Cape Town water crisis – Day Zero 
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  March 12, 2018 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 

Date of Notice:  March 2, 2018  

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Bay-Delta Matters  
   
 b. Colorado River Matters 
   
 c. Water Resource Management Manager's report 

 
 

 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 
Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 
 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 
regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 
order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.   
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Date of Notice: March 2, 2018 

 
 

E&O Committee 
G. Peterson, Chair 
S. Blois, Vice Chair 
B. Barbre  
P. Beard 
M. Camacho 
G. Dake 
D. De Jesus 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel  
D. Galleano 
W. Gedney  
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
F. Steiner 
C. Treviño 
J. Zurita 
 

 

Engineering and Operations 
Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 
 
March 12, 2018 
12:30 p.m. – Room 2-145 

 
March 12, 2018 

Meeting Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 F&I 

11:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 WP&S 

12:30 p.m. Rm. 2-145 E&O 

2:00 p.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Engineering and Operations Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee may attend 
and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee will not vote on matters before the Engineering 
and Operations Committee. 
 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Engineering and Operations 

Committee held February 12, 2018 
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Engineering and Operations   March 12, 2018 
Committee Agenda 
Page 2 
 
 

Date of Notice: March 2, 2018 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 7-1 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize agreement with the 
Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority in an amount not to 
exceed $1,121,000 for implementation of conservation actions and 
long-term management on mitigation lands in Soledad Canyon, 
Los Angeles County.  (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt CEQA determination as follows: Certify the Final Supplemental EIR 
for planned shutdown and inspection of the Foothill Feeder; adopt the 
FOF, the SOC, and the MMRP; and  

a. Approve the Project for the purposes of CEQA; and 
b. Authorize an agreement with Mountains Recreation Conservation 

Authority for implementation of mitigation required by regulatory 
agency permits. 

   
 7-2 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $1.7 million; and 

authorize:  (1) preliminary design of upgrades to the San Gabriel 
Tower on the Upper Feeder; and (2) agreement with Aspen 
Environmental Group in an amount not to exceed $500,000 to provide 
environmental support (Appropriation No. 15441).  (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt CEQA determination that the proposed action is categorically 
exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $1.7 million;  
b. Authorize preliminary design of upgrades to the San Gabriel 

Tower on the Upper Feeder; and A 
c. Authorize agreement with Aspen Environmental Group in an 

amount not to exceed $500,000 for environmental support. 
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Engineering and Operations   March 12, 2018 
Committee Agenda 
Page 3 
 
 

Date of Notice: March 2, 2018 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 8-1 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $12.4 million; award 
$9,257,483 contract to R.I.C. Construction Company, Inc. to construct 
an operations and maintenance service center for the Orange County 
operating region; and authorize increase of $170,000 to an 
agreement with La Can͂ada Design Group, for a new not-to-exceed 
total of $517,000 (Appropriation No. 15480).  (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action has been 
previously addressed in the certified 2016 Final Environmental Impact 
Report and related documentation, and that no further environmental 
analysis or documentation is required, and 

a. Appropriate $12.4 million;  
b. Award $9,257,483 contract to R.I.C. Construction Company, Inc. 

for construction of an operations and maintenance service center 
for the Orange County operating region; and  

c. Authorize increase of $170,000 to an agreement with La Can͂ada 
Design Group, for a new not-to-exceed total of $517,000, for 
technical support during construction. 

 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a Annual Update on Seismic Resilience 
   
 b. Update on Recycled Water 
   
 c. Update on Security  

[Conference with Interim Metropolitan Security Manager Tomer Benito or 
designated agent on threats to public services or facilities; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section54957(a).] 
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Engineering and Operations   March 12, 2018 
Committee Agenda 
Page 4 
 
 

Date of Notice: March 2, 2018 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Water System Operations Manager’s report 
   
 b. Engineering Services Manager’s report 

 
 

 
 
 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
  This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  March 8, 2018 

 
C&L Committee 
    C. Kurtz, Chair 
    G. Gray, Vice Chair 
    J. Abdo 
    L. Ackerman 
    S. Ballin 
    B. Barbre 
    M. Camacho 
    D. Galleano  
    M. Gold 
    R. Lefevre 
    K. Lewinger 
    J. Morris 
    J. Murray, Jr. 
    G. Peterson 
    E. Saxod  

L. Vasquez Wilson 
 

REVISION 2 

Communications and 
Legislation Committee 

Meeting with Board of Directors* 
 
 
March 12, 2018 
2:00 p.m.  --  Room 2-456 

 

March 12, 2018 
Meeting Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 F&I 

11:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 WP&S 

12:30 p.m. Rm. 2-145 E&O 

2:00 p.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                      700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Communications and Legislation Committee meeting is noticed as a 
joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Communications and Legislation Committee may 
attend and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In 
order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are 
not assigned to the Communications and Legislation Committee will not vote on matters before the 
Communications and Legislation Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Communications and 

Legislation Committee held February 12, 2018 
 
 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

Revised  None 
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Communications and Legislation  March 12, 2018  
Committee Agenda 
Page 2  
 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  March 8, 2018 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 8-2 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize entering into a three-year 
contract with Quigley-Simpson & Heppelwhite, Inc. for advertising and 
community outreach services related to water conservation not to exceed 
$14.7 million.  (C&L)   
 

Added  Recommendation: 
Option #1: 
 

Adopt CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined as a 
project and is not subject to CEQA, and 

Authorize the General Manager to enter into a three-year agreement with 
Quigley-Simpson & Heppelwhite, Inc. for advertising and community 
outreach services related to water awareness and conservation, not to 
exceed $14.7 million. 

   
Changed from 
7-3 and 
Revised 

8-4 Adopt CEQA determination and ratify express support for Proposition 68 
the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018.  (C&L)   
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined as a 
project under CEQA, and 

Authorize the General Manager to ratify Metropolitan’s support for 
Proposition 68. 

   
Added 8-5 Adopt CEQA determination and express support for AB 2050 (Caballero, 

D-Salinas):  Small System Water Authority Act of 2018 as proposed to be 
amended  (C&L) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 
Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined as a 
project under CEQA, and 

Authorize the General Manager to express support for AB 2050. 
 
 
 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
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Communications and Legislation  March 12, 2018  
Committee Agenda 
Page 3  
 
 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  March 8, 2018 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Update on Safe Drinking Water Act Legislation 
   
 b. Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 
   
 c. Report on activities from Sacramento 

 
 

 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT  

 
 a. External Affairs Management report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.  
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  March 7, 2018 

 
L&C Committee 

J. Quiñonez, Chair 
L. McKenney, V. Chair 
R. Atwater 
M. Camacho 
G. Cordero 
L. Dick 
J. Murray, Jr. 
L. Paskett 
Z. Sinanyan  
F. Steiner 

REVISED AGENDA 
Legal and Claims Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 
 
March 13, 2018 
8:30 a.m.  --  Room 2-145 
 
 
 

 
March 13, 2018 

Meeting Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-456 C&LR 

10:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 OP&T  

12:00 p.m. Boardroom Board Meeting 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Legal and Claims Committee meeting is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the 
Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims Committee may participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the 
committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Legal and Claims Committee. 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the Legal and Claims Committee meeting held 

on February 13, 2018 
 
 
3. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 a. General Counsel’s report of monthly activities 
 
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

  None 
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Legal and Claims Committee  March 13, 2018 
Agenda 
Page 2 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  March 7, 2018 

5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 8-3 Adopt CEQA determination and report on existing litigation: Brian May v. 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, Los Angeles Superior 
Court Case No. BC657802; and authorize an increase in the maximum 
amount payable under contract with Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & 
Romo for legal services by $445,000 to an amount not to exceed 
$545,000. (L&C)  [Conference with legal counsel--existing litigation; to be heard 
in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 
 

Added  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined as 
project, and 

Authorize amendment of the contract for legal services with Atkinson, 
Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo for legal services by $445,000 for an 
amount not to exceed $545,000. 

 
 
 
6. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 

 7. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
Revised a. Report on Francis Bechtel, et al. v. California Department of Water 

Resources (DWR), Butte County Sup. Ct. Case No. 17CV00298; Whitney 
v. DWR, Tehama County Sup. Ct. Case No. 17C100209; South Feather 
Water & Power Agency v. DWR, Butte County Sup. Ct. Case No. 
18CV0110; City of Oroville v. DWR, Butte County Sup. Ct. Case No. 
18CV00163; JEM Farms L.P., et al. v. DWR, Butte County Sup. Ct. Case 
No. 18CV00324; People of the State of California v. DWR, Butte County 
Sup. Ct. Case No. 18CV00415; and Akers, et. al v. DWR, Butte County 
Sup. Ct. Case No. 18CV00449. 
[Conference with legal counsel—potential litigation (seven cases); may be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
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Legal and Claims Committee  March 13, 2018 
Agenda 
Page 3 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  March 7, 2018 

 b. Report on San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California, et al., San Francisco County Superior Court Case 
Nos. CPF-10-510830, CPF-12-512466, CPF-14-514004, CPF-16-515282, 
CPF-16-515391 and CGC-17-563350; and the appeal of the 2010 and 
2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District Case Nos. 
A146901 and A148266 and California Supreme Court Case No. S243500. 
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 

 
 
 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Date of Notice:  February 20, 2018 

 

C&LR Committee 
M. Gold, Chair 
J. Abdo, V. Chair 
L. Ackerman  
S. Blois 
G. Gray 
M. Hogan 
C. Kurtz 
R. Lefevre 
L. McKenney 
B. Pressman 
F. Steiner 
L. Vasquez Wilson 

 

Conservation and Local 
Resources Committee 
Meeting with Board of 
Directors* 
 
March 13, 2018 
9:30 a.m.  – Room 2-456 
 

 
March 13, 2018 

Meeting Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-456 C&LR 

10:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 O&PT 

12:00 p.m. Boardroom Board 
 

 
 

 
MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Conservation and Local Resources Committee meeting is noticed as 
a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Conservation and Local Resources Committee may 
attend and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In 
order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are 
not assigned to the Conservation and Local Resources Committee will not vote on matters before the 
Conservation and Local Resources Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. 
Code 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
 2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Conservation and Local 

Resources Committee held February 13, 2018 
 
 
 
 3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 4. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
 a. Update on Conservation Program 
   
 b. Discuss Conservation Program Modifications 
 
 
 

5. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
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Conservation and Local Resources Committee  March 13, 2018 
Agenda 
Page 2 
 
 

Date of Notice:  February 20, 2018 

6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board 
of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any 
final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in 
advance of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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Date of Notice February 7, 2018 

 
 

OP&T Committee 
M. Ramos, Chair 
M. Camacho, V. Chair 
S. Ballin 
G. Cordero 
S. Faessel 
W. Gedney  
G. Gray  
M. Hogan 
M. Martinez 
L. McKenney 
J. Murray, Jr. 
J. Quiñonez 
C. Treviño 
L. Vasquez Wilson 
J. Zurita 

 

 

 
Organization, Personnel and 
Technology Committee 
Adjourned Meeting with Board of 
Directors* 
 
March 13, 2018 
 
10:30 a.m.  --  Room 2-145 
 

 
March 13, 2018 

Meeting Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-456 C&LR 

10:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 OP&T  

12:00 p.m. Boardroom Board Meeting 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee is 
noticed as a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the 
Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee may participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  
In order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee will not vote on matters 
before the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee. 
 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and 

Technology Committee held September 12, 2017 and December 11, 2017 
 
 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

 
  None 
 
 

 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

  None 
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Organization, Personnel and  March 13, 2018 
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Page 2 
 
 

Date of Notice February 7, 2018 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

 6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Business Outreach Program 2016-17 Annual Report 
   
 b. Update on Conference with Labor Negotiators. [Conference with Labor 

Negotiators to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code 54957.6. 
Agency Representative Stephen Lem, Manager of Labor Relations and EEO 
Investigations Section. Employee Organization: The Supervisors Association.] 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly 

listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  March 8, 2018 

 

REVISION 2 

Board Meeting  

March 13, 2018 

12:00 p.m. – Boardroom 

 

March 13, 2018 
Meeting Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-456 C&LR 

10:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 OP&T  

12:00 p.m. Boardroom Board Meeting 

 
MWD Headquarters Building                        700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
1. Call to Order 

   
 (a) Invocation:  Raha Shirkhani, Assistant Chemist, Water System 

Operations Group 
   
 (b) Pledge of Allegiance:  Keith Lewinger, San Diego County Water 

Authority 
   
   

2. Roll Call 
  

  
3. Determination of a Quorum 

  
  

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters 
within the Board’s jurisdiction.  (As required by Gov. Code § 54954.3(a) 

  
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Public hearing to consider whether to continue suspending the tax rate limitations in 
Section 124.5 of the Metropolitan Water District Act to maintain the ad valorem tax rate for 
fiscal years 2018/19 and 2019/20  

 
2. Public hearing on proposed water rates and charges for calendar years 2019 and 2020 to 

meet revenue requirements 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  March 8, 2018 

5. OTHER MATTERS 
   
 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting for February 13, 2018 

(A copy has been mailed to each Director) 
Any additions, corrections, or omissions 

   
 B. Report on Directors’ events attended at Metropolitan expense for 

month of February 2018  
   
Added C. Induction of new Director Harold C. Williams, from West Basin 

Municipal Water District  
 

(a) Receive credentials  
(b) Report on credentials by General Counsel 
(c) File credentials 
(d) Administer Oath of Office  
(e) File Oath 

   
Added D. Approve Commendatory Resolutions for Director Donald Dear, 

representing West Basin Municipal Water District  
   
 E. Approve committee assignments 
   
 F. Chairman's Monthly Activity Report 
   

 
 
 

6. DEPARTMENT HEADS' REPORTS 
   
 A. General Manager's summary of activities for the month of 

February 2018 
   
 B. General Counsel’s summary of activities for the month of 

February 2018 
   
 C. General Auditor’s summary of activities for the month of 

February 2018 
   
 D. Interim Ethics Officer’s summary of activities for the month of 

February 2018 
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7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 7-1 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize agreement with the 

Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority in an amount 
not to exceed $1,121,000 for implementation of conservation 
actions and long-term management on mitigation lands in 
Soledad Canyon, Los Angeles County.  (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt CEQA determination as follows: Certify the Final 
Supplemental EIR for planned shutdown and inspection of the 
Foothill Feeder; adopt the FOF, the SOC, and the MMRP; and  

a. Approve the Project for the purposes of CEQA; and 
b. Authorize an agreement with Mountains Recreation 

Conservation Authority for implementation of mitigation 
required by regulatory agency permits. 

   
 7-2 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $1.7 million; and 

authorize:  (1) preliminary design of upgrades to the San Gabriel 
Tower on the Upper Feeder; and (2) agreement with Aspen 
Environmental Group in an amount not to exceed $500,000 to 
provide environmental support (Appropriation No. 15441).  
(E&O)  
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt CEQA determination that the proposed action is 
categorically exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $1.7 million;  
b. Authorize preliminary design of upgrades to the San Gabriel 

Tower on the Upper Feeder; and 
c. Authorize agreement with Aspen Environmental Group in an 

amount not to exceed $500,000 for environmental support. 
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 7-3 This item was changed to 8-4 (C&L) 

 
   
 7-4 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize: (1) agreement with 

the State Water Contractors, Inc. to pursue 2018 Sacramento 
Valley water transfer supplies; and (2) $5 per acre-foot initial 
administrative deposit not to exceed $500,000.  (WP&S) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

a. Authorize the General Manager to enter into an agreement 
with the State Water Contractors, Inc. to pursue 2018 
Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies, in a form 
approved by the General Counsel; and  

b. Authorize making a $5 per acre-foot initial administrative 
deposit and disbursements from that deposit consistent with 
the agreement not to exceed $500,000. 

   
   
   
   

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
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8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 8-1 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $12.4 million; award 

$9,257,483 contract to R.I.C. Construction Company, Inc. to 
construct an operations and maintenance service center for the 
Orange County operating region; and authorize increase of 
$170,000 to an agreement with La Can͂ada Design Group, for a 
new not-to-exceed total of $517,000 (Appropriation No. 15480).  
(E&O)  
 

  
 

Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action has been 
previously addressed in the certified 2016 Final Environmental 
Impact Report and related documentation, and that no further 
environmental analysis or documentation is required, and 

a. Appropriate $12.4 million;  
b. Award $9,257,483 contract to R.I.C. Construction Company, 

Inc. for construction of an operations and maintenance 
service center for the Orange County operating region; and  

c. Authorize increase of $170,000 to an agreement with La 
Can͂ada Design Group, for a new not-to-exceed total of 
$517,000, for technical support during construction. 

   
 8-2 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize entering into a three-

year contract with Quigley-Simpson & Heppelwhite, Inc. for 
advertising and community outreach services related to water 
conservation not to exceed $14.7 million.  (C&L)  
 

Added  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and 

Authorize the General Manager to enter into a three-year 
agreement with Quigley-Simpson & Heppelwhite, Inc. for 
advertising and community outreach services related to water 
awareness and conservation, not to exceed $14.7 million. 
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 8-3 Adopt CEQA determination and report on existing litigation: 
Brian May v. Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC657802; and authorize 
an increase in the maximum amount payable under contract with 
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo for legal services by 
$445,000 to an amount not to exceed $545,000.  (L&C)   
[Conference with legal counsel--existing litigation; to be heard in closed 
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 
 

Added  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as project,  

Authorize amendment of the contract for legal services with 
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo for legal services by 
$445,000 for an amount not to exceed $545,000. 

   
Changed from 
7-3 and 
Revised  

8-4 Adopt CEQA determination and ratify express support for 
Proposition 68 the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, 
Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018.  
(C&L) 
   

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project under CEQA, and 

Authorize the General Manager to ratify Metropolitan’s support 
for Proposition 68. 

   
Added 8-5 Adopt CEQA determination and express support for AB 2050 

(Caballero, D-Salinas):  Small System Water Authority Act of 
2018 as proposed to be amended  (C&L) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project under CEQA, and 

Authorize the General Manager to express support for AB 
2050. 
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9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

   
 9-1 Update on Conservation Program  
   
 9-2 Review of potential modifications and additions to Metropolitan’s 

Conservation Program. (WP&S) 
 
 
 

10. OTHER MATTERS (Continued) 
   

 10-1 Review of the Policies, Procedures, and Governance of 
Metropolitan’s Ethics Office  

[Evaluation of the performance of Ethics Office employees may be 
heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code §54957(b)] 

 
 
 

11. FOLLOW UP ITEMS 
 
 
 

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the Board, all items appearing on this agenda and all committee agendas, whether or not 

expressly listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the Board. 
 

 Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by 
one or more committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee 
designation appears in parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  
Committee agendas may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 
meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web 
site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting 
to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.  
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Summary Report for 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 
March 13, 2018 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. Public hearing to consider whether to continue suspending the tax rate limitations in 

Section 124.5 of the Metropolitan Water District Act to maintain the ad valorem tax rate for 
fiscal years 2018/19 and 2019/20. 
 

2. Public hearing on proposed water rates and charges for calendar years 2019 and 2020 to meet 
revenue requirements.  

 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Approved appointing Director Faessel to the Facilities Naming Committee and Director Williams to 
the Engineering and Operations Committee, and the Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee.  (Agenda Item 5E) 
 
ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
Appropriated $12.4 million; awarded $9,257,483 contract to R.I.C. Construction Company, Inc. for 
construction of an operations and maintenance service center for the Orange County operating 
region; and authorized increase of $170,000 to an agreement with La Can͂ada Design Group, for a 
new not-to-exceed total of $517,000, for technical support during construction. (Appropriation No. 
15480)  (Agenda Item 8-1) 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATON COMMITTEE 
 
Authorized the General Manager to enter into a three-year agreement with Quigley-Simpson & 
Heppelwhite, Inc. for advertising and community outreach services related to water awareness and 
conservation, not to exceed $14.7 million.  (Agenda Item 8-2) 
 
Authorized the General Manager to express Metropolitan’s support for Proposition 68. 
(Agenda Item 8-4) 
 
Authorized the General Manager to express support for AB 2050.  (Agenda Item 8-4) 
 
LEGAL AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
 
Authorized amendment of the contract for legal services with Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & 
Romo for legal services by $445,000 for an amount not to exceed $545,000.  
(Agenda Item 8-3; no closed session) 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
In other actions, the Board: 
 

Approved the Project for the purposes of CEQA; and authorized an agreement with Mountains 
Recreation Conservation Authority for implementation of mitigation required by regulatory 
agency permits.  (Agenda Item 7-1) 
 
Appropriated $1.7 million; authorized preliminary design of upgrades to the San Gabriel Tower 
on the Upper Feeder; and authorized agreement with Aspen Environmental Group in an amount 
not to exceed $500,000 for environmental support.  (Agenda Item 7-2) 
 
Item 7-3 was changed to 8-4.  (Agenda Item 7-3) 
 
Authorized the General Manager to enter into an agreement with the State Water Contractors, 
Inc. to pursue 2018 Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies, in a form approved by the 
General Counsel; and authorized making a $5 per acre-foot initial administrative deposit and 
disbursements from that deposit consistent with the agreement not to exceed $500,000. 
(Agenda Item 7-4) 

 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
The Board: 
 
Inducted new Director Harold C. Williams, representing West Basin Municipal Water District.  
(Agenda Item 5C) 
 
Approved Commendatory Resolutions for Director Donald Dear, representing West Basin Municipal 
Water District.  (Agenda Item 5D) 
 
Review of the Policies, Procedures, and Governance of Metropolitan’s Ethic’s Office. 
(Agenda Item 10-1; heard in open session) 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF 
THE MEETING. 
 
Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter Archive 
approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their attachments, 
please copy and paste the following into your browser 
http://edmsidm.mwdh2o.com/idmweb/home.asp 

All current month materials, before they are moved to the Board Letter Archive, are available on the 
public website here: http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings 
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March 21, 2018 
 
Attention:  Imported Water Committee 
 
Colorado River Board Representative’s report.  (Discussion) 
 
Purpose 
The Colorado River Board (CRB) Representative’s report summarizes monthly activities of the 
Colorado River Board of California.  
 
Discussion 
This report covers activities from the March 14, 2018 CRB meeting in Ontario, California.  
 
Agency Updates 
The following CRB agencies provided updates: 

 Department of Water Resources (DWR) – DWR reported statewide snowpack at 36 
percent of normal. It was mentioned that the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) would be discontinuing the production of many hydrologic reports and resources 
used by water agencies throughout the Colorado River Basin due to lack of funding. The 
CRB plans to prepare a support letter to the U.S. Department of Agriculture to increase 
funding for NRCS.  

 Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) – The Colorado River 
Aqueduct annual maintenance shutdown ended Friday, March 9. MWD’s total reservoir 
storage is at 88 percent of capacity.  

 Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) – Due to recent storms the 
Eastern Sierra snowpack is at 43 percent of normal, which is up from 35 percent last 
month.  

 
Colorado River Basin Water Report 
An increase in storm activity mid-February brought relief to several areas of the Colorado River 
Basin experiencing below average precipitation since the beginning of Water Year 2018. Overall 
precipitation conditions remain poor with record low snowpack as of early March. The U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation is currently preparing the Accounting and Water Use Report for Calendar 
Year 2017. Upon review from Lower Basin states, the final report is expected for release in May 
2018. Water supply and storage conditions as of the March 12, 20181 Reclamation Weekly 
Water Supply Report are shown in Table 1.  

Table 1. Colorado River Reservoir Conditions 
Conditions as of February 12 Volume (million acre-feet) Percent of Capacity Elevation (feet) 

Lake Powell 13.22 54% 3,614.81 
Lake Mead 10.71 41% 1,088.32 

Total System Storage 31.43 53% --- 

                                            
1 These hydrologic conditions are updated from those reviewed at the CRB meeting. 



Imported Water Committee  
March 21, 2018 
Page 2 of 2 

Water Year 2018 Precipitation 66% of average 

Forecasted Inflows to Lake Powell in Water Year 2018 55% of average 
 

Implementation of Minute 323 
Several Minute 323 binational work groups have met since the minute was executed in late 2017 
including the Environmental, Desalination, Flow Variability, and Projects work groups. The 
Environmental Work Group is preparing a habitat restoration and water delivery management 
plan for calendar year 2018, while the Desalination Work Group is preparing a scope of work for 
a feasibility assessment of proposed desalination projects on the Sonora Coast in the Gulf of 
California. The Projects Work Group reported that Minute 319 water conservation projects are 
expected to be completed by the end of 2018.  
 
Salinity Control Program (SCP) 
The proposed fiscal year 2019 President’s budget was released and contains proposed funding 
amounts for Colorado River Basin salinity control activities. The proposed budget for 
Reclamation’s Basin-wide Program includes $6.1 million for the SCP, down 26 percent from last 
year. The Bureau of Land Management will contribute $1.5 million. NRCS’s Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) allocated $13.3 million for the SCP. The Salinity Control 
Forum is preparing testimony to support federal appropriations for the SCP for House and Senate 
subcommittees.  
 
Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Program 
The Adaptive Management Work Group met mid-February to discuss the invasive brown trout 
population, which poses risk to native fish, including the endangered humpback chub. The 
National Park Service is working on an environmental assessment for nonnative aquatic species 
control. In contrast, the Arizona Game and Fish Department is planning to stock nonnative 
rainbow trout below Glen Canyon Dam as part of the “blue ribbon fishery.” Two experimental 
flows are currently under consideration for summer 2018: Trout Management Flows and 
Macroinvertebrate Production Flows, which would help native fish by either reducing the 
reproduction of invasive brown trout or increasing the food supply for native species.  
 
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program 
A Financial Work Group conference call was held on February 22 to discuss the fiscal year 2017 
budget of $28.8 million, which came in several million below budget due to project delays. The 
fiscal year 2018 budget is $31.2 million and fiscal year 2019 budget is expected to be $31.9 
million.  
 
Administrative 
On February 20, Governor Brown appointed Nicole Neeman Brady as a Public Member to the 
CRB. Ms. Neeman Brady is Chief Operating Officer and Principal at the Renewable Resources 
Group and previously held positions at Edison Water Resources and Southern California Edison.  
 
Prepared by:  Kimberlyn Velasquez, Assistant Water Resources Specialist 
Reviewed by:  Doug Wilson, CRB Representative 



 

Federal Update 

For the San Diego County Water Authority 

Board of Directors 

 
March 20, 2018 

 

 

 

 

After reaching an agreement on higher spending levels last month, congressional appropriators 
hoped their path to a final FY2018 omnibus spending bill would be easier.  However, with funding 
due to run out March 23, there is a renewed chance the government may see its third shutdown 
of the year. Disputes over a border wall, immigration, abortion, and a transportation project 
between New York and New Jersey have disrupted hopes for an orderly conclusion to fiscal year 
funding that has been anything but orderly.  Rumors are also rife that the omnibus may offer a 
“down payment” on infrastructure funding that could be a sweetener to win over more votes. 
 

The bipartisan budget deal reached in March provided an extra $80 billion for defense and $63 
billion for non-defense discretionary programs.  This would be a nearly 10 percent increase in 
total for discretionary programs over FY 2017 levels, providing $1.29 trillion compared with $1.17 
trillion last year.  At this time, very few details of what has been agreed to have become known.  
This includes funding levels for Bureau of Reclamation and EPA-administered programs.  It is also 
not yet known what conditions Congress may place on these programs or even whether there 
are enough votes to pass the package still being negotiated. 
 
11:00 am Wednesday Update: Congressional leaders are haggling over what will and won't make 
it into the omnibus. Government funding runs out in just two days. Among the issues holding up 
the bill's release are immigration, wildfire disaster funding and the Gateway tunnel project in 
New York and New Jersey.  
 

 

 
Reclamation Commissioner Brenda Burman, the Corps of Engineers’ uniformed and civilian 
leaders, and other agencies involved in physical infrastructure programs have spent the month 
appearing before multiple committees to discuss the President’s FY2019 budget request.  While 
Congress has already rejected most elements of the budget request – including the steep cuts 
proposed for most programs – the hearings do offer a constructive venue to understand 

                Final FY2018 Spending Bill Still Pending 

            Work Begins on FY2019 Budget and Infrastructure 

 



 

       

2 www.carpiclay.com 

programmatic needs and for Members of Congress to begin shaping funding bills for the coming 
year.   
 
This year, these hearings are also providing a glimpse into how Congress may address the Trump 
Administration’s goals to increase funding for infrastructure and reduce the time and expense of 
delivering projects.  Committees are expected to release drafts of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2018 in May or June.  Retiring Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) has introduced the 
Water Supply Infrastructure and Drought Resilience Act of 2018 (S. 2563) which may form the 
core of a broader package to address water supply needs in the West.   
 
Similar bills to address transportation, energy, and communications needs are also poised to 
move forward as Congress also tries to advance a Farm Bill that could address many rural water 
and transportation needs.  Whether bundled together or passed individually, these bills could 
represent Congress’ best attempt to respond to popular pressure for improved infrastructure.  
Any new funding is likely to fall far short of the trillion-dollar goals of the President and 
congressional Democrats however. 

 

 

 
Prospects are dim that a short-term patch that would extend a program protecting about 690,000 
“Dreamers” from deportation will be included in the upcoming fiscal 2018 spending bill. 
 
Conversations remain ongoing between Congress and the White House on the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program, with some aides insisting a last-minute deal is a possibility.  
However, optimism is low that Democrats, Republicans and the Trump administration will come 
to agreement on any DACA provisions before current government funding expires after midnight 
Friday. Other appropriations issues related to the Homeland Security Department, including the 
amount allocated for more detention beds, are also unresolved. 
 
The administration offered several proposals to Democrats over the weekend that included a 
short-term extension of DACA coupled with border wall funding, according to Marc Short, White 
House director of legislative affairs. 
 
A Democratic aide confirmed that the administration proposed $25 billion in funding for the 
border wall along with a 30-month extension of the DACA program for current enrollees.  Senate 
Democrats met Tuesday with Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen, and several said it 
was unlikely a DACA patch will be included in the omnibus. 
 
 
 
 
 

            DACA Fix Unlikely in Budget Deal 
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With a snow storm complicating the budget and policy debates this week, Congress decided to 
adopt a business-as-usual approach to hearings and meetings.  It is having limited success. 
 

 
 

People waited in a long line to enter the Hart Senate Office Building on Wednesday morning. 
 

Congress Tries Business-As-Usual During Storm          
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