
 

 

 
 

  Proposed Staff Recommendation Consent Calendar for July 27, 2017 
 

 ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE   
9-1. Professional services contract with PICA Pipeline Inspection and Condition Analysis Corp. 

(USA) for condition assessment of welded steel liners and welded steel pipe on Pipeline 3 
from Spring Valley to Proctor Valley.  
Authorize the General Manager to award a professional services contract to PICA Pipeline 
Inspection and Condition Analysis Corp. (USA) for the condition assessment of approximately 
4.9 miles of welded steel liners and 1,580 feet of welded steel pipe on Pipeline 3 from Spring 
Valley to Proctor Valley, for a total not-to-exceed amount of $664,629.   

  

    
9-2. Construction contract with L.H. Woods & Sons, Inc. and Agreement with San Diego Gas & 

Electric for the Pipeline 3 Relining Lake Murray to Sweetwater Reservoir project.  
 

a. Authorize the General Manager to award a construction contract to L.H. Woods & 
Sons, Inc. in the amount of $28,570,000 for the Pipeline 3 Relining Lake Murray to 
Sweetwater Reservoir project.   

 
b. Authorize the General Manager to execute an Agreement between San Diego Gas & 
 Electric and the San Diego County Water Authority, in the amount of $481,467, to 
 reimburse SDG&E for its costs to remove and replace a 16-inch high-pressure gas 
 main utility conflict. 

  

    
 ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEE   
9- 3. Monthly Treasurer’s Report on Investments and Cash Flow. 

Note and file monthly Treasurer’s Report.      
  

    
9- 4. Authorize General Manager to Augment Underwriting Firms to Water Authority’s 

Prequalified Underwriting Pool.   
Authorize the General Manager to Augment  Underwriting Firms to the Pre-qualified 
Underwriting Pool.   

  

    
9- 5. Ordinance amending Chapter 2.00 and Chapter 2.05 of the Administrative Code.   

Adopt Ordinance No. 2017-___, an ordinance of the board of directors of the San Diego 
County Water Authority amending Chapter 2.00 and Chapter 2.05 of the Administrative 
Code. 

  

    
 LEGISLATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH COMMITTEE   
9- 6. Adopt positions on various state bills. 

Adopt a position of Support on AB 1361 (Garcia), relating to water service for Indian tribal 
lands. 
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 WATER PLANNING COMMITTEE   
9- 7. Amendment to the Water Authority Annexation Policies.  

Amend Water Authority Annexation Policy  #4, entitled “Annexation Fee,” and amend 
Policy #12, entitled “Administrative Costs,” to address approved revisions to the annexation 
fee structure.   
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July 26, 2017 
 
Attention:  Engineering and Operations Committee  
 
Water Treatment Plant Operations.  (Presentation)  

 
Purpose 
This informational item provides a briefing on the recent operational issues associated with 
membrane usage at the Twin Oaks Valley Water Treatment Plant and the Claude “Bud” Lewis 
Carlsbad Desalination Plant.   
 
Discussion 
The Water Authority has two local treated water supplies from the Twin Oaks Valley Water 
Treatment Plant and the Claude “Bud” Lewis Carlsbad Desalination Plant.  While each plant 
produces high quality drinking water, they are sophisticated and unique within the San Diego area.  
The plants are highly automated and equipment intensive, requiring a significant level of operator 
oversight and maintenance to ensure continuous, reliable operation. 
 
Over the last couple of months, each plant has been experiencing operational issues which have 
resulted in reduced production capabilities and production below their maximum production levels.  
The factors influencing the production capabilities include operation and maintenance issues, and 
changes in source water and associated constituents. 
 
At the July Engineering and Operations Committee meeting, staff will present the operational issues 
and the resulting impact on production, along with corrective actions being taken at Twin Oaks 
Valley Water Treatment Plant, and as reported to the Water Authority by Poseidon Resources with 
respect to the Claude “Bud” Lewis Carlsbad Desalination Plant. 
 
Prepared by: James E. Fisher, Director of Operations and Maintenance 
Approved by: Sandra L. Kerl, Deputy General Manager 
 
JF:mmr 
 



 

 
 

 
Date:  July 26, 2017 
 
To:   San Diego County Water Authority Board Members 
 
From:  Ken Carpi, Washington Representative 
 
Subject: Federal Legislative Update 
 
 
 
Appropriations, Healthcare, and Tax Reform 
 
Appropriators in the House and Senate have been working hard this month to produce 
spending bills for FY2018, which begins on October 1.  There is no expectation that any 
individual bill will be cleared for the President before October requiring Congress to approve 
a stop-gap bill before then to keep the government functioning.   
 
At the time of this writing, the House plans to pass this week a “safety bus” bill, or a “mini-
omnibus,” combining the Defense, Energy & Water Development, Military Construction & 
Veterans, and the Legislative Branch bills cleared this month by House Appropriations.  The 
package violates the Budget Control Act by providing significantly more funding for defense 
programs that allowed by law.   
 
In the Senate, all attention is on the health care debate.  The endgame to this debate is unclear, 
but it will likely prevent any appropriations bills from coming before the full Senate until 
September at the earliest.  Senators are rejecting the House approach of bundling bills and are 
not inclined to take up the “safety bus” package should it pass the House. 
 
While House Speaker Paul Ryan announced his intention to move forward on tax reform, the 
health debate in the Senate will most likely prevent any serious coordination on tax policy 
between the two chambers in the near future.  This, in turn, has caused Republican leaders to 
admit that consideration of a broad infrastructure package – including water supply and 
delivery – is unlikely before early 2018. 
 
Water-Related Appropriations 
 
The House Energy & Water Development FY2018 spending bill scheduled for a vote this 
week would provide the Bureau of Reclamation with $1.24 billion, an amount $79 million 
below FY2017.  The bill includes a total of $83 million for water storage, desalination, and 
water recycling and reuse projects authorized in last year’s WIIN Act, including $35 million 



 

for the Title XVI program.  The bill also includes $24 million for WaterSmart and $300,000 
for continued work at the Salton Sea. 
 
The House spending bill for EPA cuts funding for the agency, but not nearly as deep as 
proposed by President Trump.  Nonetheless, the House bill would cut $200 million from the 
Clean Water SRF program, taking it down to $1.1 billion.  It would provide $863 million for 
the Drinking Water SRF and a total of $25 million for the WIFIA water-financing program.   
 
 
House Passes GROW Act 
 
By a vote of 230-190, the House passed H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility on Water Act.  
Introduced by California Republican David Valadao, the bill would mandate changes to water 
management in the Bay Delta and other water issues in the Central Valley.  The bill passed on 
a largely party-line vote.  Senators Feinstein and Harris have vowed to stop the bill from 
receiving any consideration in the Senate, although bill supporters hope elements of the bill 
could be incorporated into an infrastructure bill during the next year. 
 
 
 



 
  

July 26, 2017 
  
Attention: Imported Water Committee 
 
Metropolitan Water District Delegates’ Report (Discussion) 
 
Background 
This report summarizes key discussions held and actions taken at the Metropolitan Water District 
(MWD) committee and Board meetings, as reported by the Water Authority Delegates.  This 
report includes MWD Board activities from July 10 and 11, 2017.  The MWD committees and 
Board meet next on August 14 and 15. 
 
Discussion 
Key actions and discussions at the June MWD Board and committee meetings included: 1)  
hearing and discussing Modernizing the System: California WaterFix Infrastructure Whitepaper; 
2) authorizing the General Manager to amend the cyclic agreements approved in April to provide 
a credit of up to $225 per acre-foot (af) for in-lieu deliveries in fiscal year 2018; 3) adopting 
Policy Principles on MWD’s role in implementation of Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP) 
goals for local resources and conservation; 4) an increased appropriation of $2 million to $17 
million and awarded $13.9 million contract for construction of an advanced water treatment 
demonstration plant; and 4) approving corrections to resolution fixing and adopting a Readiness-
to-Serve (RTS) Charge for calendar year 2017-2018.  The delegates submitted a letter of 
opposition against the advanced water treatment demonstration plant appropriation.1  
 
WaterFix 
This month MWD held a joint meeting of the Water Planning and Stewardship (WP&S) 
Committee and the Special Committee on Bay-Delta (Bay-Delta) to discuss the first of three 
whitepapers on WaterFix.2  This first whitepaper, entitled “Modernizing the System: California 
WaterFix Infrastructure” reviews the physical infrastructure of the project and outlines the state’s 
approach for management, implementation and risk mitigation for the design and construction 
phase of the project via a joint powers authority.  Attachment 1 details the joint-committee 
discussion.  The next whitepaper on operations was presented to the Bay-Delta committee on 
July 25, to be followed by a third paper on finance and cost allocation to the WP&S Committee 
on August 14.  A Board workshop on WaterFix will take place on August 22, with Board Action 
now planned on September 26.  The Delegates submitted a letter on June 9, 2017 requesting 
extension to the schedule to allow for adequate analysis of the whitepapers prior to making a 
decision.3  
 
                                            
1 The Delegates’ July 8, 2017 letter is found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-07-08-WA-
re-8-3-LA-San.pdf. 
2 The Water Authority wrote a memo on the first WaterFix whitepaper. To view the July 19, 2017 memo, see pg 74 
of July Board packet: http://www.sdcwa.org/sites/default/files/2016-
12/Board/2017_Agendas/2017_07_27FormalBoardPacketSEC.pdf.  
3 The Delegates’ June 9, 2017 letter is found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-06-09-WA-
ltr-re-WaterFix-workshop.pdf.  MWD’s response is here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-
content/uploads/LettertoSanDiegoDirectors_CaliforniaWaterFixBoardReview_06122017-2.pdf.  



Imported Water Committee  
July 26, 2017 
Page 2 of 3 

Cyclic Storage 
During the WP&S Committee meeting this month, the committee authorized the General 
Manager to enter into cyclic agreements with certain member agencies to receive credits of up to 
$225 per acre-feet for fiscal year 2018.  General Counsel Hattam submitted a letter of opposition 
to MWD General Counsel Scully,4 which follows up on a letter of opposition the delegates 
submitted in April of this year.5  The Water Authority delegates opposed this item because of 
MWD’s failure to show a cost of service linkage when the program was established and its 
flawed planning on storage, especially in the context of agreeing to also store up to 200,000 acre-
feet of Los Angeles’ Owens Valley water in place of storing a like amunt of MWD water; the 
Los Angeles delegation also opposed the cyclic storage agreements.  Attachment 2 details the 
issues and discussion. 
 
Ethics Office Investigations 
Deena Ghaly, the Ethics Officer for MWD, gave a report on an ongoing investigation and the 
investigations process to the Audit & Ethics (A&E) Committee.  A summary of the A&E 
presentation and discussion is found in Attachment 3.  
 
MWD’s 2016 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) 
In WP&S Committee, MWD staff presented on what it deemed “errors” in the Water Authority’s 
board memo and the associated report by Gordon Hess and Associates, Inc., (GHA), comparing 
the forecasted demands for MWD water as reported in MWD’s UWMP and those in MWD 
member agencies’ UWMPs.  The Imported Water Committee heard a presentation on the GHA 
report this March, titled “Comparison of Metropolitan Water District’s 2015 Urban Water 
Management Plan Projected Demand for MWD Water with Its Member Agencies’ 2015 UWMP 
Projected Demand for MWD Water.”6  See Attachment 4 for details on the discussion. 
 
Los Angeles County Sanitation District 
At the Engineering and Operations (E&O) Committee, the committee approved an additional $2 
million for the advanced water treatment demonstration plant, located in the Los Angeles County 
Sanitation Districts’ Joint Water Pollution Control Plant in Carson.  The delegates opposed this 
item because MWD should not spend regional money on a program not included in its Integrated 
Resources Plan or UWMP.7  Director Barbre (Municipal Water District of Orange County) also 
opposed the project. 
 
Readiness-to-Serve (RTS) Charge 
During the Finance and Insurance (F&I) Committee meeting, the committee voted to approve 
corrections to a resolution fixing and adopting a RTS Charge for 2018.  The conjunctive use 

                                            
4 General Counsel Hattam’s July 9, 2017 letter is found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-
07-09-WA-GC-letter-to-MWD-re-8-7-cyclic-agreement-credit-1.pdf.  
5 The Delegates’ April 8, 2017 letter is found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-04-08-WA-
ltr-re-cyclic-storage-LADWP-emergency.pdf.  
6 Read the March 15 memo on page 147 of the March Board packet, 
http://www.sdcwa.org/sites/default/files/files/board/2017_Agendas/2017_03_23BoardPacketSEC.pdf,  and view the 
accompanying  presentation on page 99, http://www.sdcwa.org/sites/default/files/2016-
12/Board/2017_Presentations/2017_03_23Presentations.pdf.  
7 The Delegates’ July 8, 2017 letter is found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-07-08-WA-
Del-Ltr-to-MWD-re-8-3-LA-San.pdf.  
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program sales were left out of the RTS resolution approved in April and this item corrects that 
calculation. Directors Lewinger and Saxod voted no.  Consistent with his letter sent on April 10, 
General Counsel Hattam sent a subsequent letter this month registering the Water Authority’s 
opposition of this item, citing that, “MWD’s rates and charges, and its cost allocation 
methodologies, violate the common law, Gov’t Code Section 54999.7(a), the Wheeling Statute 
and Proposition 26.” 8  No discussion occurred on this item. 
 
The Robert A. Skinner Water Treatment Plant  
The Engineering and Operations (E&O) Committee, and ultimately the Board, authorized the 
removal of Modules 4, 5, and 6 (Plant 2) and associated infrastructure from service.  This action 
reduces the flow at Skinner from 630 million to 350 million gallons per day.  The action follows 
policy the Board adopted in April to decommission unneeded treatment infrastructure.  
 
Summary 
Overall, the Water Authority Delegation supported 12 of 16 action items approved by the MWD 
Board in July.  Attachment 5 is a copy of MWD’s July 2017 committee and Board meeting 
agendas and summary report.  
 
Prepared by:  Anne Middleton, Water Resources Specialist 
Reviewed by:  Finance and Insurance Committee by Keith Lewinger and Elsa Saxod 
  Water Planning and Stewardship Committee by Keith Lewinger and Fern Steiner 
  Engineering and Operations Committee by the Fern Steiner 
  Communications and Legislation Committee by Keith Lewinger and Elsa Saxod  
  Legal and Claims Committee by Fern Steiner 
  Real Property and Asset Management Committee by Michael Hogan 
  Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee by Michael Hogan 
 
Attachment 1: Discussion Summary of WaterFix 
Attachment 2: Discussion Summary of Cyclic Storage  
Attachment 3: Discussion Summary of Audit 
Attachment 4: Discussion Summary of Urban Water Management Plans 
Attachment 5: MWD’s committee and Board meeting agendas and Board summary, July 10 and 11, 

2017. 

                                            
8 General Counsel Hattam’s July 8, 2017 letter is found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-
07-08-WA-GC-ltr-to-MWD-re-RTS.pdf  
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Discussion Summary of the WaterFix Whitepaper 
 

 
In a joint meeting of the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee and Special Committee on 
Bay Delta, MWD staff presented “Modernizing the System: California WaterFix 
Infrastructure.”1  Prior to the presentation, several groups commented to the committee voicing 
their opposition to WaterFix.  Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla, of Restore the Delta, requested that 
economist Jeff Michael present to the committee on the cost-benefit analysis he conducted.2,3  
Later Director Lewinger also asked for Michael to present, to which General Manager 
Kightlinger responded, “The point is not to have a debate, we have precious time.” 
 
Roger Patterson, Assistant General Manager/Strategic Water Initiatives, introduced the 
presentation and said the project will be funded through a “costs follow water” concept.  John 
Bednarski presented the whitepaper.4  He stated that the $15.74 billion cost estimate is in 2014 
dollars, and “we have the ability to escalate to 2017 dollars.”  This cost presented does not 
include the $1.4 billion in Operations and Maintenance costs, he reported, including that amount 
is “how you get to the $17 billion range.”  Based on three separate cost estimates, the project 
team evaluated the risks associated with the project budget and came away with a 75 percent 
confidence level that the project can be completed within the proposed budget estimate.  
Bednarski stated, “our estimate is valid.”  Later in the presentation, Bednarski said using the 
engineering news record construction cost index for the last three years, the escalated 
construction cost in 2017 dollars is roughly $17 billion; he did not provide an escalated O&M 
costs. 
 
Following the presentation, Director Paskett (Los Angeles) asked questions about the proposed 
“Delta Conveyance Design/Construction” joint powers authority, or DCA, which will sunset 
after the construction.  See Attachment A for the proposed DCA structure.  She asked why the 
DCA would not be extended to operations, especially given the Department of Water Resources’ 
(DWR’s) shortage of resources; she also inquired about MWD’s representation on the DCA.  
General Manager Kightlinger responded that MWD considers operations a separate issue, and 
since the State Water Project (SWP) is managed by DWR, WaterFix will be the same, but 
suggested that the discussion could continue since there are at least 15 years until when DCA 
will sunset.  He then stated that the DCA governance, including the Chair, is under discussion, 
but MWD will be represented.  Patterson stated that DWR, by statute, is “in control” of the 
project, and that negotiations are ongoing regarding the balance between the DCA and DWR.  
Director Lewinger asked if the draft DCA agreement is posted online, to which Patterson 
responded, “we will when it’s better.”  
 

                                            
1 WaterFix white paper is found here: 
http://www.mwdh2o.com/DocSvcsPubs/WaterFix/assets/cawaterfix_infrastructure_070317a_final_submit.pdf.  
2 Jeff Michael presented to the Water Authority’s Imported Water Committee on December 8, 2016. His 
presentation is found on page 79, here: 
http://www.sdcwa.org/sites/default/files/files/board/2016_Presentations/2016_12_8Presentations.pdf.  
3 Dr. Michael’s blog post on the Biological Opinions is found here: 
http://valleyecon.blogspot.com/2017/07/biological-opinions-for-delta-tunnels.html  
4 MWD’s July 10, 2017 presentation is available here: 
http://mwdh2o.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=12&clip_id=6180&meta_id=150707  
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Regarding risks, Lewinger referred to the yet-to-be issued State Board’s point-of diversion 
permits, and noted the risk associated with those permits and others, saying, “that risk can go to 
zero benefit.”  Patterson responded that the next white paper will be “meaty” and analyze “what 
we believe the operational constraints and constrictions are.”  Patterson noted that MWD will be 
involved in adaptive management and said the Biological Opinions were recently issued, which 
was a “huge step.”  Later in response to a question from Director Steiner on the intake permits, 
Patterson reiterated his opinion that the “key permits were the federal and state fish permits.”  
Director Paskett asked about the California EcoRestore and requested more detail on the 
environmental mitigation associated with WaterFix. 
 
On cost, Director Kurtz (Pasadena) asked about the cost estimate and the stated 75 percent 
“confidence level.” Kightlinger explained that due to the project’s complexity and magnitude, 
“we wanted a higher level of confidence,” and contrasted that against the industry standard of 
50-60 percent.  Noting the potential high cost associated with this project and MWD’s current 
heavy reliance on volumetric rates to recover costs, Lewinger asked if staff plans on discussing 
increasing fixed cost recovery.  Kightlinger responded that MWD plans to rely on the existing 
rate structure to recover the cost.  Following that trend of thoughts, Lewinger said that this 
project has been presented as an “insurance policy,” but that MWD’s rate structure allows the 
cost recovery of this insurance only when agencies need it, making the insurance premium not 
follow the cost of providing the service.   
 
Questions on cost continued. Director Dake (Los Angeles) said he agrees that there is a need to 
discuss whether the cost should be placed on fixed or variable rates, and that this project has “an 
insurance role” that should be reflected upon rates.  Director Wunderlich (Beverly Hills) said 
additional costs associated with WaterFix should be put on rates, but the Board needs to discuss 
whether a portion of the cost should be placed on a fixed charge.  Referring to the economic 
analyses of WaterFix, he continued, “there are dissenting views on this…but I hope we can find 
time in our workshops and presentations to not necessarily have a debate, but to have those 
[views] presented.”  Director Ballin later agreed. 
 
Director Abdo (Santa Monica) asked, “what’s the rush for a decision in September?”  
Kightlinger said, “I don’t believe it’s a rush.”  
 
Attachment A: DCA structure 
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Discussion Summary of In-Lieu Deliveries and Cyclic Storage 
 
In April, the Board authorized—with opposition from the delegates—the General Manager to 
enter into Cyclic Storage Agreements with member agencies.  The delegates opposed the item 
because while MWD justified the program as a regional “storage” program, there is no assurance 
the stored water may be withdrawn for regional use when needed.  General Counsel Hattam’s 
July 9 letter states that the memo shows a “$45 million discounted water cross-subsidy” being 
proposed without any supporting analysis.1  The letter reiterated the Water Authority’s 
opposition toward this item, stating, “The proposed board action violates [the] law,” by offering 
discounts (or credits) to selected agencies without a cost-of-service analysis. 
 
In July’s Water Planning and Stewardship (WP&S) Committee, staff stated that MWD has, “a 
tremendous amount of water that we’re working to manage this year…the largest amount that 
we’ve seen in our history.”  However, suspected quagga mussels in parts of the State Water 
Project stymied local deliveries to certain service connections, making storing additional water 
more challenging than anticipated.  This action allows MWD to offer treatment discounts to 
those agencies that are impacted by quagga mussels to take MWD water via in-lieu method. 
 
Devan Upadhyay, Group Manager for MWD’s Water Resources, brought up the Water 
Authority’s letter and addressed the statements.  First, he said that “the agencies do pay the full-
service rate, including for in-lieu deliveries, the treatment surcharge.”  (MWD staff later 
explained that rather than charging the cyclic agencies a discounted rate, MWD will bill them the 
full treatment rate at the time of in-lieu delivery, and reflect on the same invoice a credit of up to 
$225 per acre-foot.)  Secondly, he stated that even though MWD agreed to store 200,000 acre-
feet of surplus water from Los Angeles, to date MWD has only received 700 acre-feet, and future 
deliveries of that water are not confirmed.  General Manager Kightlinger added that the Los 
Angeles water is, “not a lot of water.” 
 
Later in the discussion, Director Lewinger asked if the program is approved, would MWD 
dictate when the water will be withdrawn.  Staff replied that there will be a fixed schedule for 
withdrawals.  Lewinger clarified his question, asking when MWD would be able to pump water 
out of storage.  Staff replied, “the driving force is sending the invoice to the member agency.”  
Uphadhyay added that regional benefits include not having to deliver water when MWD would 
have otherwise needed to deliver.  Lewinger pointed out that the member agencies are, “getting a 
benefit that wouldn’t accrue to them if we didn’t have this program…”  Kightlinger responded, 
“this is how we structured it and we think that this is fair.”  Lewinger asked if a cost of service 
analysis had been performed.  Staff replied that they will be looking at costs as they incur; 
analysis is forthcoming.  
 
Director Atwater (Foothill) strongly encouraged member agencies to support the program and 
work on expanding the program to beyond those agencies affected by quagga mussels.  Director 
Blois (Calleguas) agreed, saying “it makes all the sense in the world,” regardless of “the past 
history.”  Blois continued, I trust our General manager will, “work immediately expanding this 
program to those others of us who are not directly quagga-mussel impacted.”   
                                            
1 General Counsel Hattam’s July 9, 2017 letter is found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-
07-09-WA-GC-letter-to-MWD-re-8-7-cyclic-agreement-credit-1.pdf.  
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Director Steiner asked if the program would cease to exist if the quagga are not an issue, and if 
surface water agencies would be part of the conversation in the future.  Kightlinger proposed to 
run the program through the end of the fiscal year, and that “absolutely,” surface water agencies 
would be part of the conversation.  
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Discussion Summary of Ethics Audit 
 
At July’s Audit and Ethics Committee (A&E), Ethics Officer Deena Ghaly gave a report on how 
MWD investigations are conducted and gave an update on current investigations.1  Staff 
explained that investigative guidelines were created in 2013.  An investigation could be 
generated via complaints received anonymously through a hotline or directly through the ethics 
office.  The Ethics Office conducts an initial review to sort out the complaints, a full-
investigation would follow if warranted.  Before the investigation report is finalized, a 
preliminary report is sent to the General Counsel’s office’ for discussion.  Ethics investigator 
Berbeo said, “This is an opportunity identified in our investigative guidelines for the general 
counsel to provide an opinion both on the evidence and any legal analysis presented in the 
report.”  
 
Following the presentation, Director Kurtz (Pasadena) asked how much “corroborating 
evidence” is required.  Officer Ghaly responded, “I try to find two.”  But if… “I believe that the 
preponderance of evidence standard is met, then we’ll go forward.”  Director Dake (Los 
Angeles) asked how employees are guaranteed their due process rights.  Ghaly said that the 
investigation guidelines provide that; employees are notified and given an opportunity to be 
heard, and the reports are modified if warranted.  Director Dear (West Basin) asked at what point 
does the employee have rights to legal counsel?  Ghaly responded, “from the very beginning…”  
Dake asked for an opinion on if the guidelines provide legal due process, and he said, “It’s my 
duty to protect the employees…” 
 
Director Hogan asked about a subcommittee appointed by Chair Record to “look into the 
practices and policies of the Ethics Office.”  He asked for clarification on the subcommittee’s 
purpose.  Chair Record (Eastern) responded, “It is a broad review of policies and procedures,” 
because he said, “I received a letter that I believe, with some advice, puts the district at risk.”  
The task of the subcommittee is to gather information, as there are “issues between the general 
counsel and the ethics officer…”  Record assured Hogan discussion will come back to the A&E 
committee.  Record said the subcommittee would hire a consultant attorney well-versed in SB-
60.  Hogan noted that having a General Counsel serve as MWD’s general counsel and the 
counsel to the Ethics Office seems to be a conflict.  Hogan also asked if any practices have been 
changed as a result of the recent investigation.  Ghaly responded, “yes,” that the investigation 
reports are no longer posted. 
 
Director Lewinger asked Record for copies of referenced correspondence.  Record said, “Not at 
this point.  Everything’s going to be public for the Board…  At some point, the Board will get 
everything, but at this point, everything’s being put together and we’re deciding how to best 
approach it.”  Lewinger responded, “you stated that those two pieces of correspondence were the 
basis of your decision to form this subcommittee.  I think it would be appropriate for the rest of 
the Board at this time to see those pieces of correspondence so we have the same information 
that you had when you decided to form that subcommittee.”   

                                            
1 MWD’s ethics rules can be found in the 7100 and 7200 sections of the Administrative Code and in Operating 
Policy H-03, available at: 
http://www.mwdh2o.com/Who%20We%20Are%20%20Fact%20Sheets/1.2_adminCode.pdf#search=administrative
%20code.  
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Director Wunderlich (Beverly Hills) thanked Hogan for his question on the subcommittee, 
“because at least I was perceiving this as the elephant in the room,” and asked, “Are we 
reviewing the policies and procedures of the office, or are we reviewing whether or not the office 
has followed its policies and procedures?”  He noted that minimizing private discussions in 
subcommittee, as it would not be a noticed meeting, is preferable.  Record stated, “Transparency 
and openness is great, unless you’re the subject of an investigation and you don’t agree with the 
conclusion.” 
 
Director Ballin (San Fernando) asked why Chair Record did not take the State Auditor route as 
suggested by the Ethics Officer, and instead appointed a Board subcommittee to review the 
conflicts.  Record said he doesn’t think it is the appropriate way to go. Ballin continued, “It just 
concerns me when you have the general counsel and you have the ethics officer, and what you 
have is two lawyers and each of them have their area of expertise, and it just really concerns me 
that they’re at odds, because we all know what’s going on and that makes it even more of a 
challenge.”  Directors Barbre (Municipal Water District of Orange County) and Treviño (Upper 
San Gabriel) agreed that going to the State is not the best approach, and noted that both the 
General Counsel and the Ethics Officer are “board reports.”   
 
Later in the discussion, Director Ballin said she sees a conflict having the same counsel for the 
Ethics Office and management, and requested that the subcommittee review it. 
 
At the end of this discussion, Ghaly stated, “I did make the decision not to go forward with a 
finding of violation and close that particular matter.  So I wanted to let you know because we had 
spoken about it at the last Committee meeting.  I mean, I’m not telling you exactly what it’s 
about, but it was a complex, I think, extraordinarily complex matter.” 
 
 



  Attachment 4 
Page 1 of 1 

Discussion Summary of MWD’s Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) 
 
Prior to the July Water Planning and Stewardship (WP&S) Committee meeting, General 
Manager Stapleton sent a letter to MWD General Manager Kightlinger stating the purpose of the 
Water Authority March memo and report to which MWD took exception, and her willingness to 
present the Water Authority’s views to the MWD Board.1  The focus of the Water Authority’s 
Gordon Hess & Associates (GHA) report was to analyze MWD’s UWMP to that of its member 
agencies regarding projected demands for water.  At the WP&S Committee meeting, MWD staff 
told the committee that MWD had already compared its UWMP to that of the respective 
agencies, and the, “report showed that they were very, very close.”2  Staff also said that the 
Integrated Resources Plan (IRP) updates and the UWMP updates are “coordinated…to ensure 
that data coordination and communication between the agencies was a good solid level for these 
planning reports.”   
 
Staff continued to detail the “errors” in the GHA report, as it claimed, “it’s important that you 
hear our perspective on this.”  Brandon Goshi, Manager of Water Policy and Strategy, presented 
a letter issued by the Department of Water Resources (DWR) stating “DWR’s review of the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California’s 2015 plan has found that the UWMP 
addresses the requirements of the CWC.”3  He also described the various meetings between 
MWD staff and member agencies in the creation of the IRP and UWMP.  He also stated, 
“Metropolitan is not over-investing in supplies.”4 
 

                                            
1 General Manager Stapleton’s July 9, 2017 letter is found here: http://www.mwdfacts.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017-07-09-WA-GM-ltr-to-MWD-re-2015-UWMP.pdf.  
2 MWD’s demand comparison was done at the retail level and for 20 of 26 member agencies. The GHA report 
compares the forecasted demand for MWD water for all 26 member agencies. See MWD’s September 27, 2016 
Presentation here: http://edmsidm.mwdh2o.com/idmweb/cache/MWD%20EDMS/003736996-1.pdf.  
3 California Water Code. 
4 The Water Authority’s point is not that while MWD held meetings and collected data from its member agencies, 
but rather that it ignored the supplies member agencies told MWD they would be developing.  
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F&I Committee 
B. Barbre, Chair 
R. Wunderlich, V. Chair 
S. Blois 
G. Dake 
D. Dear 
D. De Jesus 
S. Faessel 
W. Gedney  
C. Kurtz 
K. Lewinger 
M. Martinez 
L. McKenney 
L. Paskett 
M. Ramos 
E. Saxod  
Z. Sinanyan  
 
 

Finance and Insurance 
Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 
 
July 10, 2017 
 
9:30 a.m. -- Room 2-145 
 

 
Monday, July 10, 2017 

Meeting Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 F&I 

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 Joint Bay-Delta 
and WP&S 

12:30 p.m. Rm. 2-145 E&O 

2:00 p.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Finance and Insurance Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee may attend and 
participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Finance and Insurance Committee will not vote on matters before the Finance and 
Insurance Committee. 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Insurance 

Committee held June 12, 2017 
 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 7-1 Adopt CEQA determination and adopt resolution for annexation of the 
51st Fringe Area Annexation to Western Municipal Water District and 
Metropolitan. (F&I) 
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  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination to review and consider the information 
provided in the Lead Agency’s certified Final EIR, and adopt the Lead 
Agency’s findings, SOC, and MMRP related to the proposed action, and,  

Adopt resolution granting approval for the 51st Fringe Area Annexation 
concurrently to Western and Metropolitan and establish Metropolitan’s 
terms and conditions for the annexation, as set forth in Attachment 3 of 
the board letter, conditioned upon approval by Riverside County’s Local 
Agency Formation Commission, and upon receipt of annexation fee of 
$439,576. 

 
 

 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 8-8 Adopt the CEQA determination and approve corrections to resolution fixing 
and adopting the Readiness-to-Serve Charge for calendar year 2018. (F&I)  

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined as a 
project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

Approve the corrected resolution fixing and adopting a Readiness-to-
Serve Charge for CY 2018, in the form of Attachment 1 as set forth in the 
board letter. 

 
 
 

 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Debt Management Update 
 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 
 a. Quarterly Swap report 
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 b. Treasurer’s July report 
 

 c. Chief Financial Officer’s report 
 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, 

may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
  This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.  Final 

action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of Directors may be obtained 
from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the Board, even 
when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 

are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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WP&S Committee 

G. Gray, Chair 
R. Atwater, Vice Chair 
J. Abdo 
L. Ackerman 
M. Camacho 
D. De Jesus  
L. Dick 
K. Lewinger 
J. Morris 
L. Paskett 
G. Peterson 
J. Quiñonez 
F. Steiner 
R. Wunderlich 
 

Bay-Delta Committee 
G. Peterson, Chair 
R. Lefevre, Vice Chair 
L. Ackerman 
P. Beard 
M. Camacho 
D. De Jesus 
G. Gray 
L. McKenney 
J. Morris 
L. Paskett 
F. Steiner 

 

 

 
Joint Meeting of the 
Special Committee on Bay-Delta  
and 
Water Planning and Stewardship 
Committee 
 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 
 
July 10, 2017 
 
10:00 a.m. – Room 2-456 
 
 

 
 
 

Monday, July 10, 2017 
Meeting Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 F&I 

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 Joint Bay-Delta 
and WP&S 

12:30 p.m. Rm. 2-145 E&O 

2:00 p.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Water Planning and Stewardship Committee and the Special 
Committee on Bay-Delta are noticed as a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the 
purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Water 
Planning and Stewardship Committee and the Special Committee on Bay-Delta may attend and 
participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committees as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee and the Special Committee on Bay-Delta will 
not vote on matters before the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee and the Special Committee 
on Bay-Delta. 

 
 

JOINT MEETING OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON BAY-DELTA  
AND WATER PLANNING AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committees on 
matters within the committees’ jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 

2. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

 a. Modernizing the System: California WaterFix Infrastructure White Paper  
[To be mailed separately] 
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3. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
 
 

4. ADJOURNMENT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON BAY-DELTA ONLY  
 

 
 

WATER PLANNING AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

5. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Water Planning and 
Stewardship Committee June 12, 2017 

 
 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 7-2 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize entering into an agreement with 
ICF Jones and Stokes, Inc. utilizing funding from California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Proposition 1 Delta Water Quality and Ecosystem 
Restoration Grant Program, Agreement No. P1696028 – Investigating the 
Factors that Affect Longfin Smelt Abundance, Distribution, and 
Recruitment in the Upper San Francisco Estuary for an amount not to 
exceed $330,811. (WP&S) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is categorically 
exempt, and  

Authorize the General Manager to execute an agreement with ICF under 
CDFW Grant Agreement No. P1696028 for the implementation of the 
Proposition 1 Delta Water Quality and Ecosystem Restoration Grant 
Program for an amount not to exceed $330,811. 

 
 
 
7. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 8-7 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize the General Manager to enter 
into cyclic agreements providing a credit of up to $225 per acre-foot for in-
lieu deliveries in Fiscal Year 2017/2018. (WP&S) 
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  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is exempt from 
CEQA, and  

Authorize the General Manager to enter into cyclic agreements providing 
a credit of up to $225 per acre-foot for in-lieu deliveries in FY 2017/2018, 
consistent with the terms as set forth in Attachment 1 of the board letter. 

 
 
 
8. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Oral report on Water Surplus and Drought Management  
   
 b. Oral report on Conservation Program 
   
 c. Report on Metropolitan’s 2015 Urban Water Management Plan 
   

 
 
 
9. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Bay-Delta Matters  
   
 b. Colorado River Matters 
   
 c. Water Resource Management Manager's report 

 
 
 
10. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 
 
 
11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
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NOTE: At the discretion of the committees, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committees. 
 
These committees review items and make a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 
Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  These committees will not take any 
final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 
 
Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 
regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 
Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 
order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.   
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E&O Committee 
G. Peterson, Chair 
S. Blois, Vice Chair 
B. Barbre  
P. Beard 
M. Camacho 
G. Dake 
D. De Jesus 
L. Dick 
S. Faessel  
D. Galleano 
W. Gedney  
R. Lefevre 
J. Morris 
F. Steiner 
C. Treviño 
J. Zurita 
 

Engineering and Operations 
Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 
 
July 10, 2017 
12:30 p.m.  –  Room 2-145 

 
Monday, July 10, 2017 

Meeting Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 F&I 

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 Joint Bay-Delta 
and WP&S 

12:30 p.m. Rm. 2-145 E&O 

2:00 p.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Engineering and Operations Committee meeting is noticed as a joint 
committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee may attend 
and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to 
preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to the Engineering and Operations Committee will not vote on matters before the Engineering 
and Operations Committee. 
 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Engineering and Operations 

Committee held June 12, 2017 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 7-3 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $1.85 million; authorize 
the General Manager to make offers of compensation and acquire 
permanent and temporary property rights on nine properties 
consisting of 16 Assessor’s Parcels within the Orange County 
Operating Region (Orange County Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 591-133-
15, 591-133-19, 322-211-03, 105-015-21, 105-015-24, 525-171-12, 
525-171-13, 525-171-14, 463-201-24, 463-201-28, 284-181-50, and 
351-751-11; and Riverside County Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 101-140-
005, 101-140-006, 101-040-010, and 101-040-011); and authorize 
field investigations to address erosion-related issues across the 
distribution system (Appropriation No. 15474). (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation:  
 

 Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the first proposed action has 
been previously addressed in the certified 2016 Final Program EIR, 
Findings, and MMRP, and that the second proposed action is 
categorically exempt (Class 6, Section 15306 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines), and 

a. Appropriate $1.85 million;  
b. Authorize the General Manager to make offers and acquire 

permanent and temporary property rights in nine properties for 
planned construction within the Orange County Operating 
Region, and to approve and obtain all acquisition-related 
documentation; and 

c. Authorize field investigations to address erosion-related 
issues throughout the distribution system. 

   
 7-4 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $840,000; and authorize 

upgrades to the computerized maintenance management system 
(Approp. 15501). (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation:  
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined 
as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

a. Appropriate $840,000; 
b. Authorize upgrades to the computerized maintenance 

management system. 
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 7-5 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $580,000; and authorize 
increase in change order authority for the construction contract to 
build houses at Iron Mountain Pumping Plant (Appropriation No. 
15495.) (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is categorically 
exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $580,000; and 
b. Authorize increase of $580,000 in change order authority for the 

construction contract to build houses at Iron Mountain Pumping 
Plant, up to an aggregate amount not to exceed $830,000, for the 
addition of two new houses. 

 
 
 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 8-3 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $2 million; award 
$13,856,000 contract to Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. to construct an 
advanced water treatment demonstration plant; and authorize 
increase of $300,000 to an agreement with Stantec Consulting, Inc. 
(Appropriation No. 15493). (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action has been 
previously addressed in the 2015 NOE and that no further environmental 
analysis or documentation is required, and 

a. Appropriate $2 million; 
b. Award $13,856,000 contract to Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. to 

construct an advanced water treatment demonstration plant; and 
c. Authorize increase of $300,000 to an agreement with Stantec 

Consulting, Inc., for a new not-to-exceed total of $1.5 million, to 
provide specialized technical support. 

   
 8-4 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize approval of agreements 

and authorize membership with the Arizona Electric Power 
Cooperative for Colorado River Aqueduct energy and transmission 
services. (E&O) 
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  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined as 
a project under CEQA, and 

a. Authorize membership in the Arizona Electric Power Cooperative; 
and  

b. Authorize the General Manager to execute the Scheduling and 
Trading and Power System Operation Services Agreements with 
the Arizona Electric Power Cooperative.  

 
   
 8-5 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize the removal of Modules 4, 

5, and 6 from service at the Robert A. Skinner Water Treatment Plant. 
(E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is categorically 
exempt; and  

Authorize the removal of Plant 2 (Modules 4, 5, and 6) and associated 
equipment from service at the Skinner plant. 

 
   
 8-6 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $3.3 million; and 

authorize increase in change order authority for the construction 
contract to rehabilitate Palos Verdes Reservoir (Appropriation No. 
15417). (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action has been 
previously addressed in the adopted 2015 Mitigated Negative Declaration 
and that no further environmental analysis or documentation is required, 
and  

a. Appropriate $3.3 million; and  
b. Authorize increase of $2.3 million in change order authority for the 

rehabilitation of Palos Verdes Reservoir, up to an aggregate 
amount not to exceed $3,778,000 

 
 
 
 
5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
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  None 
 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Oral report on Metropolitan’s Apprenticeship Program 
 
 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Water System Operations Manager’s report 
   
 b. Engineering Services Manager’s report 

 
 

 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 

 
 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
  This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
  Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 
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C&L Committee 
 C. Kurtz, Chair 
 G. Gray, Vice Chair 
 J. Abdo 
 L. Ackerman 
 S. Ballin 
 B. Barbre 
 M. Camacho 
 D. Galleano  
 M. Gold 
 R. Lefevre 
 K. Lewinger 
 J. Morris 
 J. Murray, Jr. 
 G. Peterson 
 E. Saxod  
L. Vasquez 

Communications and 
Legislation Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 

July 10, 2017 

2:00 p.m.  --  Room 2-456 

Monday, July 10, 2017 
Meeting Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 F&I 

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 Joint Bay-Delta 
and WP&S 

12:30 p.m. Rm. 2-145 E&O 

2:00 p.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 

MWD Headquarters Building        700 N. Alameda Street       Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Communications and Legislation Committee meeting is noticed as a
joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  
Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Communications and Legislation Committee may 
attend and participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In 
order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are 
not assigned to the Communications and Legislation Committee will not vote on matters before the 
Communications and Legislation Committee. 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code
Section 54954.3(a))

2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Communications and
Legislation Committee held June 12, 2017

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION

None 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION

None 
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5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 
   
 b. Report on activities from Sacramento 
   
 c. Update on 2017 Water Conservation Advertising and Outreach Campaign 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT  

 
 a. External Affairs Management report 

 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.  
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L&C Committee 

J. Quiñonez, Chair 
L. McKenney, V. Chair 
R. Atwater 
M. Camacho 
G. Cordero 
D. Dear 
L. Dick 
J. Murray, Jr. 
L. Paskett 
Z. Sinanyan  
F. Steiner 
R. Wunderlich 
 

REVISED AGENDA  
Legal and Claims Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 

 
July 11, 2017 
 
8:30 a.m.  --  Room 2-145 
 

 
 

 
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

Revised Meeting Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 A&E 

11:00 a.m. Rm. 2-145 OP&T  

12:00 p.m. Board Room Board Meeting 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s Legal and Claims Committee meeting is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the 
Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims Committee may participate as members of the 
Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the 
committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Legal and Claims 
Committee will not vote on matters before the Legal and Claims Committee. 

 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meetings of the Legal and Claims 

Committee held June 13, 2017 
 
 
3. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. General Counsel’s report of monthly activities 
 

 
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 

 
  None 
 
 
 
  

REVISED: Date of Notice:  July 5, 2017 
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5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
 

 8-9 Adopt CEQA determination and report on existing litigation: Shimmick 
Construction Company, Inc./Obayashi Corporation, a Joint Venture v. The 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, LASC Case No. 
BC559603; and authorize increase of maximum amount payable under 
contract with (1) Hunt Ortmann Palffy Darling & Mah, Inc. for legal services 
by $400,000 to an amount not to exceed $1,000,000; (2) Pacific 
Consultants Construction, Inc. for consulting services by $100,000 to an 
amount not to exceed $600,000; and (3) Driven, Inc. for electronic 
discovery services by $50,000 to an amount not to exceed $150,000 
(Appropriation No. 15389) 

[Conference with legal counsel—existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 
 

Added   RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 Option #1 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that that the proposed action is not defined 
as a project, and authorize amendment of the contract with: 

a. Hunt Ortmann Palffy Nieves Darling & Mah, Inc. for legal services by 
$400,000 for an amount not to exceed $1,000,000;  

b. Pacific Consultants Construction, Inc. for consulting services by 
$100,000 for an amount not to exceed $600,000; and 

c. Driven, Inc. for electronic discovery services by $50,000 for an 
amount not to exceed $150,000 

 
 
 
 
6. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 

 7. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 
 a. General Counsel's Business Plan for fiscal year 2017-2018 

 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  July 5, 2017 
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 b. Report on San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California, et al., San Francisco County Superior Court Case 
Nos. CPF-10-510830, CPF-12-512466, CPF-14-514004 and CPF-16-
515282; the appeal of the 2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the 
First Appellate District Case Nos. A146901 and A148266; and Los Angeles 
County Superior Court Case No. BS169881. 
[Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 

 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 

 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed 

for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 

REVISED: Date of Notice:  July 5, 2017 
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Audit & Ethics Comm. 
    D. Dear, Chair 
    M. Ramos, Vice Chair 
    S. Ballin 
    B. Barbre 

L. Dick 
M. Hogan 
C. Kurtz 
J. Quiñonez 
R. Wunderlich 

 
 

 
 

REVISION NO. 2  
Audit and Ethics Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 

 
July 11, 2017 
 
10:00 a.m.  --  Room 2-456 
 

 

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 
Meeting Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 A&E 

11:00 a.m. Rm. 2-145 OP&T  

12:00 p.m. Board Room Board Meeting 
 
 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

*The Metropolitan Water District’s Audit and Ethics Committee meeting is noticed as a joint meeting with 
the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are 
not assigned to the Audit and Ethics Committee may attend and participate as members of the Board, 
whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  In order to preserve the function of the committee as 
advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not assigned to the Audit and Ethics Committee will 
not vote on matters before the Audit and Ethics Committee. 

 
 
 

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Ethics Committee 

held April 25, 2017  
 
 
 
3. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 a. Ethics Officer’s report  
   
 b. General Auditor’s report  

 
 
 
4. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Discussion of MGO External Auditor Fiscal Year Audit Plan 
   
Moved  
to 3a 

b. Ethics Officer's Quarterly Update  

 b. Ethics Officer's Business Plan for Fiscal Year 2017/18 
   

REVISED: Date of Notice July 6, 2017 
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 c. General Auditor’s Business Plan for Fiscal Year 2017/18 
   
Added  d. Overview of Ethics Office Investigation Process 

 
 
 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
 

 
6. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION  
 

  None 
 
 
 
7. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS  
 

  None 
 
 
 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 

 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
  

REVISED: Date of Notice July 6, 2017 
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NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly 

listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the 
Board of Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not 
take any final action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to 

a regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and 
on Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or 

services, in order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive 
Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or 
accommodation.  

REVISED: Date of Notice July 6, 2017 

Attachment 5, Page 20 of 36



 

OP&T Committee 
R. Wunderlich, Chair 
M. Camacho, V. Chair 
S. Ballin 
B. Barbre 
G. Cordero 
S. Faessel 
W. Gedney  
G. Gray  
M. Hogan 
L. McKenney 
J. Murray, Jr. 
J. Quiñonez 
C. Treviño 
L. Vasquez 
J. Zurita 

 

 

Organization, Personnel and 
Technology Committee 
Meeting with Board of Directors* 

 
July 11, 2017 
 
11:00 a.m.  --  Room 2-145 
 

 
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

Revised Meeting Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 A&E 

11:00 a.m. Rm. 2-145 OP&T  

12:00 p.m. Board Room Board Meeting 
 

MWD Headquarters Building                         700 N. Alameda Street                           Los Angeles, CA 90012 

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee is 
noticed as a joint committee meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the 
Brown Act.  Members of the Board who are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology 
Committee may participate as members of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present.  
In order to preserve the function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who 
are not assigned to the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee will not vote on matters 
before the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee. 

 
 
 
1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 

matters within the committee’s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a)) 

 
 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Organization, Personnel and 

Technology Committee held June 13, 2017 
 
 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

 
 7-6 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize amendments to agency 

temporary skilled craft labor agreements with Grafton, Inc., Johnson 
Services Group, and Elite Craftsmen Services to increase the total amount 
payable each year under these three contracts from $899,000 to 

$1.5 million. (OP&T) 
 

Date of Notice:  June 29, 2017 
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  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not defined as 
a project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

a. Authorize the General Manager to enter into the following skilled 
craft labor agreement amendments; 

b. Authorize an agreement amendment with Elite Craftsmen Services 
to include an additional annual renewal option, through the year 
2020, and to increase the maximum amount payable from $249,000 
to $500,000 per year;  

c. Authorize an agreement amendment with Johnson Services Group 
to increase the maximum amount payable from $325,000 to 
$500,000 per year; and 

d. Authorize an agreement amendment with Grafton, Inc. to increase 
the maximum amount payable from $325,000 to $500,000 per year. 

 
 

 
4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

 8-1 Adopt CEQA determination, appropriate $1.9 million; authorize the 
design for an Enterprise Content Management (ECM) application; 
award a contract for $1.450 million to HBR Consulting, LLC for 
software and professional services for design of an ECM application 
and for the optimization of digital assets on Metropolitan’s file shares 
(Appropriation No. 15500). (OP&T) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not a project 
under CEQA, and      

a. Appropriate $1.9 million; and 
b. Award a $1.45 million contract to HBR Consulting, LLC for 

software and professional services for design of an ECM 
application and for the optimization of digital assets on 
Metropolitan’s file shares. 

 
 
 
 5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

  None 
 
 
 

Date of Notice:  June 29, 2017 
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 6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

 a. Update on Conference with Labor Negotiators. (OP&T) 

[Conference with Labor Negotiators; to be heard in closed session pursuant 
to Gov. Code Section 54957.6. Agency Representative: Stephen Lem, 
Manager of Labor Relations and EEO Investigations Section. Employee 
organizations: The Employees Association of The Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California/AFSCME Chapter 1001 and The Supervisors 
Association] 

 
 
 
7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

  None 
 
 

 
8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 
  None 

 
 
 
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

 
NOTE: At the discretion of the committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly 

listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the committee. 
 
 This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of 

Directors.  Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for the meeting of the Board of 
Directors may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.  This committee will not take any final 
action that is binding on the Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present. 

 
 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a 

regular meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on 
Metropolitan's Web site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 

 
 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 

order to attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance 
of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 

Date of Notice:  June 29, 2017 
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REVISED: Date of Notice:  July 7, 2017 

 

REVISED AGENDA  
 
Regular Board Meeting  

July 11, 2017 

12:00 p.m. – Board Room 

 

July 11, 2017 
Meeting Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 A&E 

11:00 a.m. Rm. 2-145 OP&T  

12:00 p.m. Board Room Board Meeting 

 
MWD Headquarters Building                        700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
1. Call to Order 

   
 (a) Invocation:   James Lee, Information Technology Group  
   
 (b) Pledge of Allegiance:  Director David De Jesus  
   
   

2. Roll Call 
  

  
3. Determination of a Quorum 

  
  

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters 
within the Board’s jurisdiction.  (As required by Gov. Code § 54954.3(a) 

  
  

5. OTHER MATTERS 
   
 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting for June 13, 2017.   

(A copy has been mailed to each Director) 
Any additions, corrections, or omissions 

   
 B. Report on Directors’ events attended at Metropolitan expense for 

month of June  
   
Added C. Approve committee assignments 
   
 D.  Chairman's Monthly Activity Report 
   
 E. Presentation of 10-year Service Pin to Robert Wunderlich  
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6. DEPARTMENT HEADS' REPORTS 
   
 A. General Manager's summary of Metropolitan's activities for the 

month of June   
   
 B. General Counsel’s summary of Legal Department activities for 

the month of June 
   
 C. General Auditor’s summary of activities for the month of June 
   
 D. Ethics Officer’s summary of activities for the month of June 

 
 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 7-1 Adopt CEQA determination and adopt resolution for annexation 

of the 51st Fringe Area Annexation to Western Municipal Water 
District and Metropolitan. (F&I) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination to review and consider the 
information provided in the Lead Agency’s certified Final EIR, 
and adopt the Lead Agency’s findings, SOC, and MMRP related 
to the proposed action, and,  

Adopt resolution granting approval for the 51st Fringe Area 
Annexation concurrently to Western and Metropolitan and 
establish Metropolitan’s terms and conditions for the 
annexation, as set forth in Attachment 3 of the board letter, 
conditioned upon approval by Riverside County’s Local 
Agency Formation Commission, and upon receipt of 
annexation fee of $439,576. 

 
 7-2 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize entering into an 

agreement with ICF Jones and Stokes, Inc. utilizing funding from 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife Proposition 1 Delta 
Water Quality and Ecosystem Restoration Grant Program, 
Agreement No. P1696028 – Investigating the Factors that Affect 
Longfin Smelt Abundance, Distribution, and Recruitment in the 
Upper San Francisco Estuary for an amount not to exceed 
$330,811. (WP&S) 
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  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is 
categorically exempt, and  

Authorize the General Manager to execute an agreement with 
ICF under CDFW Grant Agreement No. P1696028 for the 
implementation of the Proposition 1 Delta Water Quality and 
Ecosystem Restoration Grant Program for an amount not to 
exceed $330,811. 

   
 7-3 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $1.85 million; 

authorize the General Manager to make offers of compensation 
and acquire permanent and temporary property rights on nine 
properties consisting of 16 Assessor’s Parcels within the Orange 
County Operating Region (Orange County Assessor’s Parcel 
Nos. 591-133-15, 591-133-19, 322-211-03, 105-015-21, 105-
015-24, 525-171-12, 525-171-13, 525-171-14, 463-201-24, 463-
201-28, 284-181-50, and 351-751-11; and Riverside County 
Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 101-140-005, 101-140-006, 101-040-
010, and 101-040-011); and authorize field investigations to 
address erosion-related issues across the distribution system 
(Appropriation No. 15474). (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the first proposed action 
has been previously addressed in the certified 2016 Final 
Program EIR, Findings, and MMRP, and that the second 
proposed action is categorically exempt (Class 6, Section 15306 
of the State CEQA Guidelines), and 

a. Appropriate $1.85 million;  
b. Authorize the General Manager to make offers and 

acquire permanent and temporary property rights in nine 
properties for planned construction within the Orange 
County Operating Region, and to approve and obtain all 
acquisition-related documentation; and  

c. Authorize field investigations to address erosion-related 
issues throughout the distribution system. 
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 7-4 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $840,000; and 

authorize upgrades to the computerized maintenance 
management system (Appropriation. 15501). (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

a. Appropriate $840,000; 
b. Authorize upgrades to the computerized maintenance 

management system. 

   
 7-6 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize amendments to 

agency temporary skilled craft labor agreements with Grafton, 
Inc., Johnson Services Group, and Elite Craftsmen Services to 
increase the total amount payable each year under these three 
contracts from $899,000 to $1.5 million. (OP&T) 
 

   
 7-5 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $580,000; and 

authorize increase in change order authority for the construction 
contract to build houses at Iron Mountain Pumping Plant 
(Appropriation No. 15495.) (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is 
categorically exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $580,000; and 
b. Authorize increase of $580,000 in change order authority for 

the construction contract to build houses at Iron Mountain 
Pumping Plant, up to an aggregate amount not to exceed 
$830,000, for the addition of two new houses. 
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  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

a. Authorize the General Manager to enter into the following 
skilled craft labor agreement amendments; 

b. Authorize an agreement amendment with Elite Craftsmen 
Services to include an additional annual renewal option, 
through the year 2020, and to increase the maximum amount 
payable from $249,000 to $500,000 per year;  

c. Authorize an agreement amendment with Johnson Services 
Group to increase the maximum amount payable from 
$325,000 to $500,000 per year; and 

d. Authorize an agreement amendment with Grafton, Inc. to 
increase the maximum amount payable from $325,000 to 
$500,000 per year. 

   
   
   
 (END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 

 
 
 

 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not a 
project under CEQA, and      

a. Appropriate $1.9 million; and 
b. Award a $1.45 million contract to HBR Consulting, LLC for 

software and professional services for design of an ECM 
application and for the optimization of digital assets on 
Metropolitan’s file shares. 

   

8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 8-1 Adopt CEQA determination, appropriate $1.9 million; authorize 

the design for an Enterprise Content Management (ECM) 
application; award a contract for $1.45 million to HBR 
Consulting, LLC for software and professional services for 
design of an ECM application and for the optimization of digital 
assets on Metropolitan’s network storage devices  
(Appropriation No. 15500). (OP&T) 
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 8-2 Adopt CEQA determination and adopt Policy Principles guiding 
Metropolitan’s role in regional implementation of Integrated 
Water Resources Plan targets for local resources and 
conservation. (IRP) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1:  
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project and is statutorily exempt, and  

Adopt the proposed policy principles guiding Metropolitan’s role 
in regional implementation of Integrated Water Resources Plan 
targets for local resources and conservation. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 8-3 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $2 million; award 
$13,856,000 contract to Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. to 
construct an advanced water treatment demonstration plant; and 
authorize increase of $300,000 to an agreement with Stantec 
Consulting, Inc. (Appropriation No. 15493). (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action has been 
previously addressed in the 2015 NOE and that no further 
environmental analysis or documentation is required, and 

a. Appropriate $2 million; 
b. Award $13,856,000 contract to Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. 

to construct an advanced water treatment demonstration 
plant; and 

c. Authorize increase of $300,000 to an agreement with Stantec 
Consulting, Inc., for a new not-to-exceed total of $1.5 million, 
to provide specialized technical support. 

   
 8-4 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize approval of 

agreements and authorize membership with the Arizona Electric 
Power Cooperative for Colorado River Aqueduct energy and 
transmission services. (E&O) 
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  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project under CEQA, and 

a. Authorize membership in the Arizona Electric Power 
Cooperative; and  

b. Authorize the General Manager to execute the Scheduling 
and Trading and Power System Operation Services 
Agreements with the Arizona Electric Power Cooperative.  

   
 8-5 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize the removal of 

Modules 4, 5, and 6 from service at the Robert A. Skinner Water 
Treatment Plant. (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is 
categorically exempt; and  

Authorize the removal of Plant 2 (Modules 4, 5, and 6) and 
associated equipment from service at the Skinner plant. 

   
 8-6 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $3.3 million; and 

authorize increase in change order authority for the construction 
contract to rehabilitate Palos Verdes Reservoir (Appropriation 
No. 15417). (E&O) 
 

  
 

Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action has been 
previously addressed in the adopted 2015 Mitigated Negative 
Declaration and that no further environmental analysis or 
documentation is required, and 

a. Appropriate $3.3 million; and  
b. Authorize increase of $2.3 million in change order authority 

for the rehabilitation of Palos Verdes Reservoir, up to an 
aggregate amount not to exceed $3,778,000 

   
 8-7 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize the General Manager 

to enter into cyclic agreements providing a credit of up to 
$225 per acre-foot for in-lieu deliveries in Fiscal Year 2017/2018. 
(WP&S) 
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  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is 
exempt from CEQA, and  

Authorize the General Manager to enter into cyclic 
agreements providing a credit of up to $225 per 
acre-foot for in-lieu deliveries in FY 2017/2018, consistent 
with the terms as set forth in Attachment 1 of the board 
letter. 

   
 8-8 Adopt CEQA determination and approve corrections to 

resolution fixing and adopting the Readiness-to-Serve Charge 
for calendar year 2018.(F&I)   
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

Approve the corrected resolution fixing and adopting a 
Readiness-to-Serve Charge for CY 2018, in the form of 
Attachment 1 as set forth in the board letter. 

   
 8-9 Adopt CEQA determination and report on existing litigation: 

Shimmick Construction Company, Inc./Obayashi Corporation, a 
Joint Venture v. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, LASC Case No. BC559603; and authorize increase of 
maximum amount payable under contract with (1) Hunt Ortmann 
Palffy Darling & Mah, Inc. for legal services by $400,000 to an 
amount not to exceed $1,000,000; (2) Pacific Consultants 
Construction, Inc. for consulting services by $100,000 to an 
amount not to exceed $600,000; and (3) Driven, Inc. for 
electronic discovery services by $50,000 to an amount not to 
exceed $150,000 (Approp. 15389). (L&C)  
[Conference with legal counsel—existing litigation; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 
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Added   RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 Option #1 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that that the proposed action is 
not defined as a project, and authorize amendment of the 
contract with: 

a. Hunt Ortmann Palffy Nieves Darling & Mah, Inc. for legal 
services by $400,000 for an amount not to exceed 
$1,000,000;  

b. Pacific Consultants Construction, Inc. for consulting 
services by $100,000 for an amount not to exceed 
$600,000; and 

c. Driven, Inc. for electronic discovery services by $50,000 
for an amount not to exceed $150,000 

  
  
  

9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
   
  None. 

 
 
 

10. OTHER MATTERS  
  

 a. Discussion of Department Head Evaluation Process Guidelines 
and Department Head Evaluation Presentations [Public 
employee's performance evaluations; General Manager, General 
Counsel, General Auditor, and Ethics Officer, to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957] 

 
 
 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT  
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NOTE: At the discretion of the Board, all items appearing on this agenda and all committee agendas, whether or not expressly listed 
for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the Board. 
 

 Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or more 
committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation appears in 
parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may be obtained from 
the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting are 
available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to attend or 
participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to ensure availability of 
the requested service or accommodation.  
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Summary Report for 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 
July 11, 2017 

 
 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
None (Agenda Item 5C) 
 
ORGANIZATION, PERSONNEL AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
 
Appropriated $1.9 million; and awarded a $1.45 million contract to HBR Consulting, LLC for 
software and professional services for design of an Enterprise Content Management application 
and for the optimization of digital assets on Metropolitan’s file shares.  (Agenda Item 8-1) 
 
INTEGRATED RESOURCES PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
Adopted the revised proposed policy principles guiding Metropolitan’s role in regional 
implementation of Integrated Water Resources Plan targets for local resources and conservation. 
(Agenda Item 8-2) 
 
ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
Appropriated $2 million; awarded $13,856,000 contract to Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. to 
construct an advanced water treatment demonstration plant; and authorized increase of $300,000 
to an agreement with Stantec Consulting, Inc., for a new not-to-exceed total of $1.5 million, to 
provide specialized technical support.  (Appropriation No. 15493)  (Agenda Item 8-3) 
 
Authorized membership in the Arizona Electric Power Cooperative; and authorized the General 
Manager to execute the Scheduling and Trading and Power System Operation Services 
Agreements with the Arizona Electric Power Cooperative.  (Agenda Item 8-4) 
 
Authorized the removal of Plant 2 (Modules 4, 5, and 6) and associated equipment from service 
at the Robert A. Skinner Water Treatment Plant.  (Agenda Item 8-5) 
 
Appropriated $3.3 million; and authorized increase of $2.3 million in change order authority for 
the rehabilitation of Palos Verdes Reservoir, up to an aggregate amount not to exceed $3,778,000 
(Appropriation No. 15417) (Agenda Item 8-6) 
 
WATER PLANNING AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
Authorized the General Manager to enter into cyclic agreements providing a credit of up to $225 
per acre-foot for in-lieu deliveries in FY 2017/2018, consistent with the terms as set forth in the 
board letter.  (Agenda Item 8-7) 
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FINANCE AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Approved the corrected resolution fixing and adopting a Readiness-to-Serve Charge for calendar 
year 2018, as set forth in the board letter.  (Agenda Item 8-8) 
 
LEGAL AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
 
Authorized amendment of the contract with:  Hunt Ortmann Palffy Nieves Darling & Mah, Inc. 
for legal services by $400,000 for an amount not to exceed $1,000,000; Pacific Consultants 
Construction, Inc. for consulting services by $100,000 for an amount not to exceed $600,000; 
and Driven, Inc. for electronic discovery services by $50,000 for an amount not to exceed 
$150,000.  (Agenda Item 8-9 no closed session) 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
In other action, the Board: 
 

Adopted the resolution granting approval for the 51st Fringe Area Annexation concurrently 
to Western and Metropolitan and establish Metropolitan’s terms and conditions for the 
annexation, as set forth in the board letter, conditioned upon approval by Riverside County’s 
Local Agency Formation Commission, and upon receipt of annexation fee of $439,576.  
(Agenda Item 7-1) 
 
Authorized the General Manager to execute an agreement with ICF under CDFW Grant 
Agreement No. P1696028 for the implementation of the Proposition 1 Delta Water Quality 
and Ecosystem Restoration Grant Program for an amount not to exceed $330,811. 
(Agenda Item 7-2) 
 
Appropriated $1.85 million; authorized the General Manager to make offers and acquire 
permanent and temporary property rights in nine properties for planned construction within 
the Orange County Operating Region, and to approve and obtain all acquisition-related 
documentation; and authorized field investigations to address erosion-related issues 
throughout the distribution system.  (Approp. 15474)  (Agenda Item 7-3) 
 
Appropriated $840,000; authorized upgrades to the computerized maintenance management 
system.  (Approp. 15501)  (Agenda Item 7-4) 
 
Appropriated $580,000; and authorized increase of $580,000 in change order authority for 
the construction contract to build houses at Iron Mountain Pumping Plant, up to an aggregate 
amount not to exceed $830,000, for the addition of two new houses.  (Approp. 15495)  
(Agenda Item 7-5) 
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Authorized the General Manager to enter into the following skilled craft labor agreement 
amendments; authorized an agreement amendment with Elite Craftsmen Services to include 
an additional annual renewal option, through the year 2020, and to increase the maximum 
amount payable from $249,000 to $500,000 per year; authorized an agreement amendment 
with Johnson Services Group to increase the maximum amount payable from $325,000 to 
$500,000 per year; and authorized an agreement amendment with Grafton, Inc. to increase 
the maximum amount payable from $325,000 to $500,000 per year.  (Agenda Item 7-6) 

 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
 
In other action, the Board: 
 
Presented a 10-year Service Pin to Robert Wunderlich, representing the City of Beverly Hills.  
(Agenda Item 5E) 
 
Discussed Department Head Evaluation Process Guidelines and Department Head Evaluation 
Presentations and extended the evaluation process for at least one month for all Department 
Heads.   (Agenda Item 10a discussion in closed session; voted in open session) 
 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING. 
 
Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter 
Archive approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their 
attachments, please copy and paste the following into your browser 
http://edmsidm.mwdh2o.com/idmweb/home.asp. 
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